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can tell by lus long dress and an indescribable sornething about him, that h
Iis a sciiolar; and you înighit say to hin, IlNow, %vliy don't you be a good~

m Ian, and give Up your cpium? Yoîir wifo is starving; your land is gone,
your house is iîj ruins. Wliy not be a good matiVl" "I dlare not," lie re-
plies; I amn afraid if I attempt to give up rny opium I shall die. I can-
not." "But you are a Chinese EseloÎar. You havû road theo books of Coui-
fuojus." "Yes; I know thoin freux one end te the other. I ean repent
inspiration ,ceming to you and sayi.-ig, 'I1 must be a better man, and livo a
good life'? "No, neyer," ho says; "1 dfiro not give Up ny opium. I arn
afraidla hould die." Thisisethe impression, unfortunatei-, of every opitim-
ernoker in China-that in the cotirae et giving up the oin he wvill die, and
hie says, IlI dare not." ut after the service a coniversation was hogun, and
the scholar was told of the xvorship of the God that Confucius mentions-the
God of China before CJonfucius lived. IlPerhaps you would liko to look at
one of our books." The Old Testament wvas put into luis hand, and lio wis.
told to read tho first chapter of Genesis. And hoe read it. Ho said, IlI ar
arnazed at the beauty of that first chapter-at the rnajesty, at the wonderf 1~
power of that chapter. " Whon hA bad rend that first chapter, unconsoiously
to hirneeli, hoe had takon the fir8t stop ie God. Ho camne again and agaîn,
an(l heard the gospel and rend tho Bible, and tho resuit wns that one Sunday

Ile 1ad, arn going to be a Christian. I arn going te givo up al! my Con-
fueinnisin; but the first thing 1 arn going to do is to give up my opium."
The prencher said to him: IlWall, we are very glad of that, but yon wil
have to be very careful. Do it gradually. Lt is a very serious business."
Ho said "I know it is, but I arn not geing te do it gradually. It is wreng,
and from this momnent I will nover touch opium as long as 1 live !" Ho was
omployed as a tutor by a ricli merchant who was a great opium-sncker him.
self. By.and-by lue employer said te him: IlCorne away te your opium."
"No," hoe replied, I arn nover geing te srnoke it again." The rich mer-

chant srniled sarcnetical]y, and said: "Bofore midniglît cornos yeu will want
it. Whon you do, liere it is on the tray. Here is theoepiitu», and hiere are
the lights." Midnight camne and fuund this man in intense agony. Every
boue in his body ached, and forced an indescribable ivail froin li in. Sleep
fled fremn his oyos as though they were nover intended te sleep. As nighit
went on the pain incrensed, nnd hoe foît as though the eutside world were in
ter.ible conthiot with the influences that made up his own individuality. In
the next ronm was the opium ail rendy; but hoe nover took a stop towvards it.
Ho and the opium were separated for ever. There ivas a new force in his
life. No; hoe vould net inove, although it serned that the inight would
nover ond, and that the Chinese sun was shining ini his eyes ail through.
No; hoe would suifer, but lie would net take the opium as long as hoe lived.
That ivas the samne power ths.t evoked the martyr's spirit. This Chinese
seholar wns being breuglit among those whoso naines have stamped them-
selves upon histery. For years this mar. has been one of our chief wvorkers
aîud beet pastors in the churoh-n man whom the Ciniese can look up te. 1
often hear hirn pray. His praytirs are rnainly, Il Crist and Hirn crueied.
Christ iny Savieur." And as I listen I nan net listening te any theological
stateniont, for I know that the man is gý.oing back upon his old life of sin and
te his opium, and that it is passing vividly befere his niind as hoe says, "Christ
lias savod me."

Yen ask thiat mxan if the Bible is inspired. Ask him 1 Ho will look with
pity on you. Yau say: "lBut what ovidence have you ?" Ho says: 'lMy
lifo. Everything is chnngced !" Dear frionds, hold on te the Bible-don't
give ;t up for ail the noise and din of criticisrn. I have gene te places %Yhere
there ivas only hentlienisnu-dark, intensely dark - and te-day there is light
there ; 1 have baptized hundreds of converte, and it is aIl by the power af
the gospel.-


