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ow'n faith, Il'for the erudition wliich overtlîreiv the fabric cf flhe
(aise learninig anîd civilized bis ýoiii ry.'

More's contemporary, thec ill-ftct Eari of Surrey, deserves at
least passing notice. This noble scioi% of i lie warlike I Iowarcls,
so illustrimis for thleir uniyieldir,-- ie' ciion Io thle Catholie Chutrclh,
thougyh cut off in the flower of hbs age v as rcpuî&d one ef" the lieszt
poets of the day, beincr thoucIriît lioitv e termei licle iîgls
Petrarch. ~'1-le introduced the use of ihe sonnet inti) our literaturc,
and wvas also the author of the first Erîii-lhl poei ini lilnk verse.
Williamr Dunbar, the Il Chaucer of Scotliiti," Ilourishief abo) ,u t
the saine tirne. He %vas a Pranciscan friai-, andi tli qualitv, of, bis
wvorks mnay be esti;îîated (roni Scott's culo-y of imii as "a peet
mnrivalled by any tduit Scoilasd lias since prodluced."

We niow enter upon whlat is genierally knovn as- flie pcriodi of
Modern Eng-isll, mwlicli beg-iis %vith tlie fainous ýAugustn ge

l3ecause the rise of this ne\\ et-a in Enlsîletters wvas conteni-
porary wvitiî the Reforniîation, it lias beetn allegeci ihal. it wa.s a
ý-onsequence of that religicus niovenîeni. This is far fronî being.
the case. E'en Hiailai anîd Arnold admit thut the Refornuation
îvaý not an ijicetitive, but on the contritri a great det nient to the
progress of literature. Thiougli flie writers theiiselves were
largely of 01-c. ne-,v faith, or ratiier lack of fiaitlî, wlînch supplanted
Catholicisni in Ene;Iand, flic change is in no0 \VaN- accoutabtz-Ie foir
thie ext raordinas-y intellectual deve1lopinent cf thec period. î As
M'acaruly savs, "< The timr.s \vlii--iî shine %vith i i;atest spleiîdor in
litcra-rv îi.story are ot always tiiose to whliclî the liunan xîisd is

iosi. iîidebted. he nioble literary harvest reaped during flie
roigii of Elizabeth andi lier successors was the direct fruit of flic
seed so plenitifully so,.vi i Catholic times. *Fh laîg e ilugh-

hewcd by Chaucer anid polis)îed by later writers lîad at length
;îcquired flic proper shape fur Zhe grcat maisters who wvere to
nîculd anîd &)t-ni i. according Io flicir various dlesigois. The
mierial was ready' and at liaxîd for fliose whlo i-enîdceed this,
literary epocli Enîglaîid's golden agc. Aý plastic substance, rude
rind ill-shliped, under tlîeir hands il spccdily a'sunied a (cmlri of
,great hîeauty ind liarmîony. The lailgua e IN hli i p 1. ihlis tinîie
hiac been roughi, dui, even obscure, grave way to za dictioni chiarac-
lerized Ly snîîoothiness, vigor and lucidity. Thus the work be-un
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