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Q'ltbec Southero Ry-The section of the
line Iront Sorel to Noyan Jet., closed since
Jan- 20, had flot been re-opened Mar. 2o, but
Ili A.-Ilodge, President, said lie ltoped to be
able t0 arrange for ils re-opeiiing very short-
'Y. F. D. white, oi Burliiigtton, Vt., Secre-
litry Of the South Shore Ry., has brotiglit an
acîel0O against te Q.S. Ry. to rect)ver $49,-

00i connection with the purchase of the
formier line. Press reports state that a syndi-
C'te Of' New Vorkers is be.ng organized t0
take over the Q.S. Ry. as weîî as the Souîth
Shore Ry., in the intere.,ts of the Rutland
R.d.

Trhe Minister of Public Works for Quebec
has receivcd a formai peit iion ask ng the

tuebec Courts 10 appoint a seqitesalor forthe
8piled Counties, the Quebec Sotithern, and

Richelleti Valley ratlways, amalgamnated

'j'der Ilile tille of the Quebec Southiern Ry.
Tue Petitioti was set down for argument
April 2. (Mar., pg. 107-)

Tphe St. Mary's River Ry. Co. will apply
et the current session of the Dominion Par-
liI 1 en fauhority t0 move ils head office

Temî,,<o'uita Ry-Net earnings for Dec.,
1go-,, $912.

Wî1 î,0' Pass and Yukon Ry. - Gross
aIIt' rom jtily i, 1902, to Feb. 14, 1903,
$t67,978.
lVinnilbeiz Etectrie Street Uy.-Gross

eartings far Jan. $44,5t15, agaîinst $32,o6o for

The Shipplng Federation of Canada.

Trhi 5e is the title under which represenla-t ives of the various shipping flrms of Mont-
real are seeking incorporation at the
Current session of the Dominion Parlia-
Ment. Thýenames appended t0 the appli-
Cati 0 ,1 for inceorporation are: H. A. Alian,
represeîîtitîg H. and A. Alian; J. R. Dmn-
ntg representing Furness, Withy & Co.
(Lt d.);J * Thom, representing the Hamburg-
Attng lbnPake Co.; Wm. L Gear, repre-

SnigteRobert RefordCo (Ltd.); F. A
W. s represenling F. A. Routh & Co.; D.
& Cmblpeeîe ing Eldr, Dempster

i( -C MeLean, representing McLean,
.tn 1h: & Co., and J. Torrance, represent-
,ngrthD Iminion and tb: Leyland lines. The
fin mentioned incinde practicallv the wbole

Ofthe firins engaged in the trans-Atlantie
sen"1 business in Canada. As set out in

fhedotice ofsapplication, the objects of the
feratiin -are to amaigamate and federale
aPnd a steamship and ship managers

gents' whetber individuals or corpora-
and such other persons or corporations

't Mnay be interested in the shipping trade of
W'ada;10 act joinîiy and in co-operation

qet yother association to consider al
ada, afecting the shipping trade ofCan-

0akeO ther trades ailied therewith, and 10
ta esuch sleps as may b: deemed advisabletoProlet ail such inlerests.

O~r 'bany years past those interested in the
"Pint rade have acted together in an in-

fr alinanfler, and without organization. as
ac P8i)l otage, channel, lighiting, harbor
acco'bt'bodation, barbor dues, cargo, and a

tra . d of other questions of interest 10 the
lire as awbole. This method of proced-

ha, b ýeen found t0 have ils inconveni-
I 'In View of the tact that there wvas no

Iiiiul wlo could ofliciallv speak for the

eadthat il was difficuit sometimes
neet the trade 10 act as a unit. The pur-

i Cofthe incorporation is to overcome t bese
i.venences and to create a body similar

M rpesand formation t0 the Canadian
;t eturers.' Association. We are inrorm-t lleie noîhing in th: nature of a combine
proposed federation, and that the or-

ganization will in no way attelfipt 10 affect or
influence rates nor interiere in any way with
tbe autononmy of the several firms and corn-
panies. ___

Talks to Ticket Agents.

By F. B. Sankey, Pittsburg, Pa.

LETTER WRiTrING.-In wriîing letters 10
your general office on any subject, be brief.
Write ail you have t0 say, but puit il in as téw
words as possible, tio that the person with
whottî you are corresp-londing cat see at a
giance the tacts in te case. Rememiber the
genetai passenger agent of a large line re-
ceives bundreds of Ici ters daily, îtot only from
employes, but from th: public in general. It
i5 no easy mnalter to reply to ail suich letters;
bence the importance of brevity and concise-
ncss. State f.îcts and use the officiai comn-
party letter bead. Be charilabiy dtsposed to-
ward your general passenger agent. 13y Ibis
I tnean, do nul ledl chagrinied because the
answer 10 youir commnunicatiotn is flot always
as letîgthy as you may aitticipate. Your
general passetîger agent, as expiained, has
t00 matty letters ta write each day, and has
no te ligne to expatiale, as it were, when a
few words 10 the point will answer the ques-
tions yoti have raised. Guard against repeti-
tion ini your ietters. So many of us reépeat
the saine facts îhrougbout a letter, which is
ettrey uiînecessary. In wriling letters we
siîouid have regard for precision-tbat is 10
say exacîiy what we tîtean ; t state our
thoughîts plainly; 10 avoid ambiguity. We
siîould have regard for propriety. or tbe use
of words in their proper sense. l'he rules for
unily shouid govern us in our composition.
The ieter-writer wvbose diction is good is
bound to stand out pre-eminent among bis
feiiows in tbe eyes of lus superior officers, and
quite frequently is the man sougbî for 10 fil
more lucrative positions. Neyer let a letter
go unanswered. Dia person tbinks enougb of
your opinion on any particular subject, to
Write you a lelter asking your advice, it is as
litIle as you can do to repiy promplly and
courleously.

Ast< FOR AssIsTANcE WHBN NECESSRY.-
An agent sbould always ask for assistance
when in need of il. He should first use every
means witbin bis power 10 bandle the business
bimseif. He sbouid not ask for beip from
any source whatever until bie bas exbausted
bis own stock of knowiedge. Afîer doing
this, if bie feels lie is nol capable of handling
tbe transaction, or if be is in doubt as to th:
information bie bas given tbe passenger, or
tbe correctness of bis decision in the malter,
tben, by ail means, lie sbouid ask for assist-
ance or advice on the subject in question.
Quite frequently il occurs, an agent fails 10
ask for advice pertaining to passenger busi-
ness, fearing bie wiil show bis ignorance on
the subject, or that b: will be crilicised by
bis superior officers for not knowing better.
Raîber than write a letter requesîing advice,
lie goes abead blindly, makes a mistake or
inses the business by defauiî. Always ask
for assistance when in doubt. Mistakes
frequently cosI the railroad company noney,
and oltentimes could be avoided by asking
questions. Somietimes an agent feels if be
asks for assistance, the travelling passenger
agent wiii be sent out, and if the buisinoss is
secured, the travelling passenger agent wiîî
gel ailthie credit and tbe local agent none.
The above surmises are ail wrong. Every
agent will be creilited for tbe business done
at lus station by bis s.upoerior (fficers, regard-
less of wbo assistcd bimi. The travelling
passenger agent gels credit for tbe business
donc in his territory as a wboie. The generai
office is Ino buy witb more important ques-
tions to keep tabs oti eacb and every move-
ment of ils travelling represetltatives, and
scarcely ever knows the iiidividuai cases

bandled by the travelling nmen. It judges the
travellinug mans wêrk by tb: sbowing made
in his lerritory. Therefore, as te travelling
man is on the road 10 assist tbe agents, no
agent sbould besîtate 10 caîl upon litt for
lieip on accotînt of asîy of tbe reastins men-
tioned, wben bis services are necessary.

Ontario and the Great Lakes.

The sîrs. Urania and Imperiai, wbiclu were
operaîed in igoz bel ween Cleveland, Ohio,
and Port Stantley, Ont., and Cleveland and
Rondeau, by the Lake Erie Navigation Co.,
may be sod titis spring.

The Monîreai Transportation Co. bas clos-
ed a conîract for the construction at Coiling-
wood, Ont., of a steel screw, lake and river
tug, baving te folowing dimensions: liîgtb,
117 ft. over ail, 107 fî. keel ; beam, 23 ft.;
mnouided ciepth, 13 ft. 9 in. Slie will be fiited
witlî triple expansion engines, wiîb cylinders,
15, 25,/2 and 43 in. diamneter, by 36 ini. stroke,
supplied wiîh sleani at 185 lbs. pressure from
lwo- Scotch marine boilers, iti ft. diameter by
i i f1. 6 in. long.

Waldie & Wright are baving built by lb:
Bertrant Engine WVorks Co., Toronto, a full
Welland canal size, steel, bulk cargo steamer,
a duplicale of the Iroquois, bîtilt for the St.
Lawrence and Chicago Steant Navigation Co.
Her dimensions are: lengtb, over ail, 262 ft.
2 in.; breadth, 43 ft.; ntoiulded depîh, 25 fI.
6 in.; and she is t0 be fiîîed with a vertical
triple expansion engine 17, 28 and 46 in. cyl-
inder, by 36 in. stroke, and two Scotch boil-
ers, eacb in ft. 6 in. by 12 IL., butît fora work-
ing pressure Of 176 lbs. of sîeamn.

The C. P. R. and th: Norîhern Navigation
Co. bave entered mbt an arrangement by
wbiclî Ibere wiIl b: a daily steamsbip service
on tbe upper lakes to Port Arthur and Fort
WilliaIbtis season. Hithertl b:C.P.R. ser-
vice bas been ltre: limes a week from Owen
Sound, and tb: Nortbern Navigation Co. 's
service bas been operated wiîhouî special ref-
erence to raiiway connections. Under the
new arrangement tb: Northern Navigation
Co. will operateoen ils North West Transport-
ation lin: four steamers from Sarnia and other
Lake Huron ports îo tb: bead of Lake Super-
ior, 1h: sailing being allernately wilb the
C. P.R. sailings from Owen Sotînd and Fort
William, thus maintaining a daily service, Sun-
days excepted. The four steamers of the
Nortbern Navigation Co. wbicb iil b: on lte
service will b: lbe Huronic, Majestic, United
Empire and Monarcb.

Tbe steel bull for the first of tb: two side-
wbeei steamers for thb: Upper Ottawa lm-
provement Co., lias been putî together at
Timiskaming, and tb: bull for 1he second
steamer bas been sbipped from Toronto for
ereclion on te lake. Tii: bîtils were built in
sections and set up in the yard of tb: build-
ers-the Bertram Engin: Works Co., Toron-
to-ail parts properly marked, Iben laken
down and sbipped on cars for Timiscaniug.
Tbey bave lb: following dimensions : (i)
iengtb over ail, 146 fI. 6 in.; breadîb, 26 1.;
depîb 8 fi. 5 in. ; fitted with inclined com-
potind engitieS 24 and 48 in. cylinders, by 6o
in. stroke and two locomotive type boilers, 5
ft. 4 in1. by 23 ft. 4Y2 in-; (z) leîugtb over ail,
140 ft. 6 iin.; keel, 133 ft.; breadîb, 24 ft.;
depîh, 8 ft. 3 in.; fitted with iitciined com-
potind engines 2o and 38 in. cylinders, by 54
incb stroke, and two locomotive type boilers,
4 ft. 10 in. by. 21 fI. These îugs have been
built for the Co.'s logging trade on Lake Tim-
iskaming. Hithertotlb:Co. bas had aconîract
wiîb tb: Lumsden Co. 10 do tbe lowing on the
lake, but î Iis baving :xpir:d, the Co. wili now
do ils own towing. The lîîgs are 10 b: on
lb: lake for tbe opening of navigation, and
are being put together on the lake. The Up-
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