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Lug s 2 most honest and worthy creature but it mistakes its
destiny when it fixes 1ts aficctions on a shining light, as nt
generally discovers to its cost."”

“low unjust you arel” said Jennie, beginning to get
angry in hec wrn, * How can any fair-minded person deny
that & man has one single good quality, because he happens
to possess a little money ?  For my part 1 don't think aman
is any more perfect because he is poor. I don't believe in
the *virtuous poor ; * it is an old-fashioned humbug, If a
man is poor, it is Lecause he Is wanting in talent, industry or
strength ; it shows that he cannot cope with the world, and
will never be pood foranything. Monc?' i absolutely necese
sary now, and most Pcorle can get it if they try ; theselote
it scems to me very foolish to be prejudiced against people
on sccount of their wealth.”

(70 d¢ continsued.)

TIHE AFGHANS.

Before the beginning of the present century little was
know n about Afghanistan or 1its inhabitants. The country
was kaown to be rugged and mountainous, and the rcoplc
hardy and wailike, professing the Mohammedan fath. In
1799, when Sir John Shure was Governor-General of India,
no little alarm was caused at Calcutia, by a rumour that the
king of Kabul, withanarmy of Afghans, wasabout to tnvade
India, and dcliver the * faithful sons of Islam ™ fiom the
yoke of the *‘ Infidels.” Russia was not heard of 1n those
days as a disturbing influence but suspicions of French in.
trigue, through emissaties at the court of Tcheran, were
miced with this eathiest Afghan scare. It was resolved by
the Court of Directors to organize a Mission in order to
establish friendly relations with the ruler of Kabul, and to
obtain some accurate knowledgze of the Afghan country. It
was not till October, 1808, that this embassy left Delhi,
under the guidance of the Hon. Mouatstuart Elphinstone.
His ** Account of the Kingdom of Kabul and its dependen-
cies,” published 1n 1815, was the first, and 1s still in many
tespects the best, of the many volumes that have 1ssued from
the press on these regions.  Elphinstone Sahib recrossed the
Indus 1n June, 1809, after having established friendly rela-
tions with the Afghans, and his embassy was long remem-
bered with wonder and respect.  ** It would have been well
if succeeding misunderstandings and disasters had never
occurzed to obliviate the moral cffect and the favourable im.
pression created on that oceasion.”

The national ap{:cl\:\tion of the people of Afghanistan s
cither Afghan, Pathan, Pashtun, or Pukhtun. 1nJndia they
are genenally called Rohillah (or highlanders).

The language of the Afghans 1s Pashto or Pukhto; Fashto
is of Sanscrit formation, with a larpe admixture of Persian
and Arabic words., The character 15 Arabuc, wiath the addie
tion of five letters. Itis spoken by the people of the Peshawar
valley, who are chicfly Afghans, and in certun parts of the
Derajat, and by the inhabitants of the city of Kabul.

The only portion of Afghanistan now in the possession of
the British 1s the Peshawar valley, which lies between the
Khyber Passand the niver Indus; with a portion of the Kohat
Derajat anddistricts. Thistertitorycameintopossession of the
British Goverament after the second Sikh warin 1849. The
Peshawar distnct is separated from the Kohat and Demyjat
districts by a chain of mountains inhabited by indcpendent
Afghan tribes. It is the most nostherly of the British Trans-
Indus territory, and contains an area of 2,400 square miles,
and is divided through its whole extent by the Rabul River
(the ancient Cophes), which falls into the Indus immtdntcl‘)‘
above Attock. The Fopul:uion of the whole district is esti-
nated at 324,000, Peshawar is the capital of the district
which bears its name, and is the only town of importance
within its boundarics. It contains a population of about
60,000, a mized race of Aighans, Sikhs and Hindus. The
present aty was built by the cclebrated Mogul Emperor
Akbar, whu s s2id to have givcn it its present name, signify-
ing an **advanced out-post.”

The wuty of Peshawar 18 not only a great commercial cen-
tre, situated as it ts at the gate of Central Asia, but 1t 1s
reparded as an important military frontier station. The ch-
mate has an unhealthy seputation, and little has been doncto
secure good water supply or to attend to sanitary arrange-
ments.

The hospitality of the Afghans is proverbial.  Each section
of the village has its Hujrah, ot guestchamber, and every
chicl of consequence kecps one. These are su{xphcd with
beds, quilts and pillows, and the wayfaricg traveller can here
claim protectioa for the might, with the usual meals. The
laws of hospitality, bowever, merely extend to the village
boundary, and within those limits they are seldom violated ;
but beyond, the unprotected traveller may be plundered and
robbed by the very people who buta few minutes before gave
him th= salutations of peace, .

The aalutations of the Afghans are very liar, and
exhibit very strikingly the hospitable and social character of
the people.  When a superior meets a man of inferior rank
to himszelf he will, as he Yasws. say, * May you never be
tired,” which oughl to call forth the rejoinder, **May you

never grow poor.”  Assoon as a stranger amives ata village .

gruest-house it is his doty to give the vsval Mohammedan
salaam, * The peace of God be with you,” which will receive
the hearty responsc of every villager seated there, repeated
several times over = **May yon ever come ! May you ever
come " And when he again proceedson his jonmey he will
leave with the usual blessing  ** To the protection of God
we commit you.” . .

The Afghans are 2 ¢ religious ™ people, God-worshippers,
bLut not God-fearers.  Thetr bigotry and fanaticism arc very
much on the sutface.  Depth of weligious fecling is not com-
mon. The village chief is always ready and willing to en-
trast his sonl's interests to his mullah or priest, and if he is
pretty lar in his devolions and in the payment of ke
tithe, and orthodox in his profession of faith, he can die in
e odour of sanctity with the veriest minimum of picty.

Almost inscparable from the guest-house is the mosque;
indced the mosques and Hujrahs are the only prblic institu
tions of an ordinary Afghan village.  Every mosque is pres
sided ove: by an Iman or Priest, who is supported byits

.

endowments, and the tithes, or Zakat. In addition to the
Iman there 1s often a Moulvie, or learned divine, whose
duty it is to instruct the students, these students being sup-
ported by the contnbutions of the people.  In some villages
there are Guvernment schools, but they are always regarded
by the people as nival mnsutations to the mosque, and are
therefore not popular with the more religious Mohammedans,
wha only consider that ttue education wi‘nch treats of refigion.
The subjects generally taught 1n the schuols connected with
the mosques are the Koran, the traditions, and works on
Muslim Theclogy in Ambic; the Gulistan, the stor{‘ of
Yusof-o-Zulekha and other poems in Persian 3 and perhaps
one or two casy I'ashto books. -

IWOMAN'S MISSION.

The longer I live, the less grows my sympathy with wo-
men who are always wishing themselves men. I cannot but
believe that in every life lt‘\al is truly noble—truly good—
truly desirable ~heaven bestows upon us women in as
unspanng measure as upon men. It only desszes us, 1n ats

reat benevolence, to stretch forth our hands and to gather
or oueselves the nch }oys of intellect, of nature, of study, of
action, of love and of usefulness which it has poured forth
around us  Let us only cast aside the falseness, silly veils of
prejulice and fashion, which ignorance has bound about uut
eyes; let us lay bare our souls to heaven's sunshine of truth
and love ; let us exercise the intelligence which it has be-
stowed on us upon worthy aud noble vbjects, and this intel-
ligence may becowe keen as that of mwen, and the paltry high
heels and whzlebone supports of miere drawing-room conven-
tionality and young-ladyhood withering up, we “.all standin
humility before heaven, but proudly and tejo angly by the
sidc of man ! different always, but not less nc sle, less richly
endowed. Allthis we may do, without losin:, one jot or one
tittle of our womanly spirit, but rather solel owing to these
good —these blessed puifts—through a prayerful and carnest
development of those gems of peculiar punty, of tenderest
delicacy and refinement, with which heaven has su especally
endowed the woman. Let beauty and grace, spantual and
external, be the garments of our souls.  Iet love be the very
essence of our being—luve of heaven, of man, and of the
meancst created thing - love that s strong to endure, strong
to renounse, strong to achieve ! Alone through the strength
of love, the nohlest, the mnst refined of all strength- -our
llessed Lord himself having lived and died teaching it to us
—have great and dgood women hitherto wrought their noble
deeds ip the world; and alone through the strength of an all-
embracing love will the noble women who have yet to arise,
waork noble works or enact noble deeds.  Let ns emulate, if
you will, the strength of determination which we admire in
men, their carnestness and freedness of purpose, their une
wearying energy, their largeness of vision ; but let us never
sigh after their lower so-called privileges which, when they
are sifted with a thoughtful mind, are found to bie the mere
husks and chaff of the rich gran belonging to Aumanity and
not alone to men. The assumption of masculine aurs or of
masculine atlize, or the absence of tenderness and woman-
hood 1n a mistaken struggle after strength, can never sit more
gracefully upon us than do the men’s old hats and great-coats
and boots upon the poor old gardenes of the English garden.
Let such of us»+  ave devoled ourselves to the study of an
arnt —the interpister to mankind at large of heaven's beauty
—espeaially remembrer this, that the highest ideal in Iife, as
well as an art, has ever been the blending of the beautsful and
the tender, with the strong and the intellectual.

BLY A HOME.

{on. George Barstow gave good advice in & speech on the
subject of ** Hume."” He said every man should own his
hume if he can.  That philosophy which tells a man to
dnft over this uncertan Life without a home of his uwy, s
wrong. The man who owns not his own home s like a ship
out in the open sea—at the hazard of the storm. A man who
owns his hone s like a ship that has arrived in port, and is
moored in a safe harbour. One man should be no more
content to hive in a home that 1s not his own—if he can bu:ld
one~than one bird should take the risk of hatching in an-
other one’s nest; and for my own part, 1 would rather be
able to own a cottage than to hire a palace. 1 would say to
every man, buy a home if you can, and own it. If a wind-
fall has come to you, buy a home with it.  If you have laid
up money enough by toil, buy a home. I you have made
money in stucks, buy 2 home. Do not let anybody tempt
you to put all your eamings back into the pool. Take out
cnough to buy a home and buy it.  Put the rest back if you
will. Gamble onif you must ; but buy the home first. Buy
itand sell it not. Then the roses that bloom there are yours;
the clematis and jasmine that climb upen the porch belong
to you. You have plaated them and seen them grow,
When you arc at work upon them, you are working lor
yourselves, not for others.  If there are childten, there are
flowers within the house and without. Buy 2 home.

A WISE LEGISLATOR.

He is successful becanse he has the manly courage to rise
above all personal motives of anterest and cast his vote and
influence on the side of measures which will contribute to
the well-being of his fellow-men.  The good of the many,
even though it proves injoriousto the interests of thefew, 1s the
maxim of the wise legislator. But cettain men wiil never
admit the wisdom of this doctrine, any more than some sel.
fish private practictionens will admit the superlative value of
Dr. Pierce's Golden Medical Discovery anJ,ePlcas:m Purpa-
tive Pellets, becatse these remedies have injured their prac-
tice. Of coursc, no man in his right senses will pay a phy-
sician $5.00 for a consultation, a bottle of bitters, a few
powders, and 2 perscription, when one bottle of Lr. Pictee’s
Golden Medical Discovery and a bottle of his Pleasant Par-
gative Dellets, both costing ba $1.23, will accomplish the
same :!c;sull, viz ‘ch clcan;c the aver 1:;(11&?{00&' regulate and
toze the stomach, and impant a ul action to
bowels and kidaeys. the

Bumisn anp Foreion <Frews,

. Tus Evaugehsts, Moody and Sankey, wall hold meeungs
in Clovedand dong Uuober, Mio Moudy will spend the
winter in St. Lowis.

Iluux B. Guteit will prolong hus stay m Great Britain
tll October, and will deliver twelve temperance lectures in
England and six 1n Scotland.

Tue German ships are imnaung the British in disregard-
g lhc({ap;mcse quanantine aganst cholera, The cholera
is very destructive to hfe at Yokohana,

‘Tue principal Zulu chiefs have expressed a willingness to
surrender to the British furces, and the prospects of an early
peace are favourable. King Cetywayo's new kraal of the
cannon lost in the battle of Isandula has been recaptured.

Cart. Apays, of the whaler ** Arctie * gives ous no spitit
rations to his sailors, and finds hot coffec is much preferable
togrop as a sustaining stimulant under extreme cold. Ardent
spinits were not to be given to the crew of the Polar explor-
g ship ** Jeannette,” which has recently sailed.

Tue ** Fortughtly Review ™' judges that 1t would indeed
be unpleasantly lLike ﬁyxmnsy, after excluding Byron from a
tave in \Westimuster Abbey, tu make room complacenily
or a Napoleon, whose namic has been for ninety years the

European symbol of retrugression, fraud, lawlessness, and
bloudshed.

A PRESUVTERIAN mnister, Rev. A. N. Wyckoff, has
just completed & nide on horseback from New Orleans to
Nc\\’d‘ctscy. Hec 1s the pastor of one of the Presbyterian
churches of New Osleans, and travelled in this way for the
sake of health. e came through Alabama, North Caro-
lima, and Virginta.

Principatl Teiraoy, it is stated, is tobe invited to Love
dnn as Ir Cummang’s successor, and arrangements will ba
proposed whereby he may continue to discharge lus numer-
nus duties in Scotland by residing there part of the year. If
he accepts the invitation, it is behieved that the proposal for
the erection of a Presbyterian church on the Thames Em.
bankment, which was abandoned some time ago, will be re-
vived under Broad Church auspices.

A LREAT muvunent has just been inaugurated agamnst in-
temperance 1in Gieat Bntamn. It 1 the formation of a g‘oint
stuch company, with a million of a capital 1n shatesof one
puund each, to provide temperance coffec-houses and tem-
perance places all over the kingdom. The Archbishop of
Canterbury s at the top of the list of clergry, and as many
names followed 1n the prospectus, as advertised in the
* Times,”™ as neariy fill a column. The coffee-houses alread
cstablished have done well, and 1t 1s quite expected that this
new scheme will pay.,

Tne Pliladelplia ** Presbyterian ” says:  *Qur naval
officers have sometimes been accused of circulating stories,
or giving optnions, unfavourable to foreign missions. Com-
modore Shufeldt, who has been cruising in the Ticonderoga
along the west coast of Africa, gives a very different testi-
mony. He writes specially of the work of the missionaries
of the Presbyterian Board: *Rev. S. H. Murphy has
charge of the nussion, with headquarters at the Gaboon
river, assisted by several ladies and several native preachers,
The mission embraces the schools at Batonga, Benita, Cor-
sica Island and intermediate points, partly under the Span-
tsh and pastly under the French government. All the several
branches are described as being in a flourishing condition,
the total number of natwve ch\lé!ren under tuition being four
hundred, of whom forty are females.””

CAsES of persecution of Protestants in Spain are multiply-
ing.  Two apents of the Evangelical Continental Society are
on trial —**the one for burying a person, at the reque” tof
the relations, in a cemetery which the priests caim o °
exclusive property ; the other for hof:ling mee | 3SLhE
village to which hic had been invited.”  Thet <118 14 &
twice condemned to imprisonment and fir _ Y :{l
and is now awaiting the result of an ar ‘f tonth lréch:uge.
Court. Figueras, an cvangelist, w- ‘.&ca t9t ¢ dup :cmc
for two days for holding a villag~ _ .ccms in {;ra ungTon
of Mr Spurgeon’s former stu? cx;;sr:-nl as:ﬁ:d '81;1- N wo
at the open nstigation of . * 0o e;s thev W with stones,
from a village where ey had Yv-cn brea th c::ﬁ xax‘ummg
the autharitics of th , willage scem lp hgvmg. ded mgqas
ing out all religic js teacher. Th ®have put the prest o

. ney have put the pnest to

2}2;'; 3::‘* the Protestant pastor 15 ordered to leave, on pain

A NEW and beautiful Presbyterian church was lately
©P7~ned at a cost of about £10,000, in Armagh, the primatial
city of Ircland, The Rev. Dr. Donald Fraser, of London,
preached on the occasion, and mentioned the following
anecdote.  After a sermon preached by him at the opening
of a charch clsewhere, a lady of fashionable position in so-
ciety came to im. ¢ \Why should 1 have two watches while
x‘hc house of God remains unpaid for?” He replied,

* Really, T cannot tell why.” She then said, “Well, T
will give the better watch of the two toward the cost of the
church.”  She did so, and a jeweller paid £3= for it, which
Was a seasible addition to the fund.  Dr. Fraser added that
at another collection, on the previous Sabbath, a lady who
had not a piece of glold. and who did not care to give silver,
took the cham off her neck and put it on the xstc. She
would lose nothing by that. They mught say that these were
impulsive women.  Well, impulsive momer might rise upto
con.dcmn ilhiteral men an the day of the Lord.
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