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A NOCTURNE IN WHITE.

About the end of the first quarter of the present century
a man named Joshua Jacob was a shining light among the
Quakers in Dublin; he tosk a prominent part in the as-
sembly, which was held once a month for the affairs of the
socicty, and occasionally spoke in the * First day mcclinp‘s."
1le was also what is called & very **plzin friend
that is, one who adhered closely to old customs, and was
altogether a highly estcemed and apparently a very worthy
indwvidual.  One of his theoties was that the prophetic in
spitation, which some of the early Quakers believed lhc}'
possessed, and termed  “revelations” or  ‘‘upenings,”
hud not died out, and that he was as veritably inspired as
ever wes Jewish prophet.  His earlier ** openings™ related
chiefly to the errors the saciety had commite=4 in not keep
ing to their primitive customs,  Many of the Dublin friends
believed in his pretensions, and Lis commands were
obeyed and himself honoured as became a man of such won-
derful powers.  In obedicnce to his behest, they returned
10 the cumbzrsome formns of language and antiquated usages
common in the duys when Loe made so pallant and unsuc-
cessful an attempt to convince the Insh of the errors of
Popery and the superiority of Quakerism. Some of the
Dublin friends had Leen so lax as to put on mourning, a few
even allowed pic ures and musical instruments in their
houses, and had he gone no further he would have done
little harm in persuading them to discard these things ; but,
unhappily, this did not content him ; so he insisted that all
wmen and women cught to wear white, or the nearest ap
proach to it they could possibly procure. His own dress
was compused of shues of wntanned leaihier, white flannel
breeches and cuai, unbleached cottun stucktngs, and a very
light-coloured broad-brimmed hat.  His wite clad herself
in unbleached calivo frum head 10 fuot. 1lis house was
whitewashed inside and out, and his costly furniture —for
he was a wealthy man - was replaced by commun white
wood. His enthusiastic wife went su far as to smash cvery
article they had which was not as white as the driven snow,
and Jacob called her a noble wom:n for it. No warrant
being found in the writings of the Quaker fathers for such
cceentric proceedings, Jacob was  disowned,” whe.cupon
he set up a sect of his own, inculcati'g a highly deubitful
code of morals, which he made a gattant cffort tohve up to.
In the end the socicly came to grief, and Jacob tuined
Roman Catholic. It is possible that these mad acts led to
the *“dress rules ” being abregated easlier than they would
otherwise have been.—London Socicty.

SITTING DOWN WITH 4 PREACHER.

1o a western town Iwells Elder R - -, a clergyman very
well known throughout his State for ability and shrewdne.s.
It is pretty g nerally believed, oa account of his cvident
konowledge of the ways of the world, that he was rather
“rapid” in his youth.  Among hissceptical neightours isa
hotetl keeper of jovial disposition and liberal heart.  When.
ever the cldes has a speciallv convincing and sweeping dis-
course prepared it is hus wont to give special invitations to
his deubting friends 1o be present, and these are sometimes
accepted with the proviso that the dominic and s lady
shall meet the party at the hotel, at dinner, on anappointed
day dunng the week, so they may have an opportuni'y to
defend themselves.  On these occasions dinner often lasts
the whole alternoon, and the clder is obliged to parry the
combincd blows of the opposition.

On oac occasion mine host found his match in the clergy
man in a worldly way, and it was this circumstance that
1 set out to relate. The landlord returned on a certain
Saturday cvening from a trip to the far west, and the next
morning found him, with his wife, scated in a front pew,
When the plate was passed, he felt in all his pockets, but
could find only a comb, jackknife, and a circular picce of
ivory macked ** 5,” which is supposcd by poker players to
represent value.  This latter was dropped in the plate un-
der the vigilant eye of the pastor, but unnoticed by the
sexton, whose eyes had bLeen dimmed by age. On receiv-
ing the collection, the pastor missed the *¢ chip,” and asked
the sexton for it The latter had thrown it away, suppos-
ing it to be a mark of disrespect from some scoffer.  Elder
R——kncw his man, and caused the representative of value
to Le recovered.  Next morning, as the landlord was dila-
ting upon bis trip to a crowd of fnends in his office, Elder
R apprazed, and advancing to the counter, placed the
chip down with the click so familiaz to cunnoisseurs, and
:éskcd.?‘: Can you ‘redeem ® that this murnin,, Brother

O! course S. could not do less than hand out $3, and
the clder departed, sfter expressing the hope that he might
always be as lucky. Mine host says he shall not **sit
down " with a preacher again.—Let K. O'Leurm, in Har-

per's Magazine for Decemter.

THE SECRET OF A GREAT RIVER.

Descending from the Himalaya Mountains, and flowing
for nearly 1,000 miles along the svuthern border of Thibet
is the River Saapo, which ias been the subject of more geo-

raphical controversy than any other river in the werld,

vobody has Fnown whether this large river was the head-
waters of the Brahmapuira and reached the sca through
India, or whetherit fod the Irawady and flowed through
Burmal  Muost geographers have beea disposed o identily
it with .%» Brahmaputza, but a5 late as Janoary last year,
Mr. Robert Gordon, the lcading authority on the hydro-
graphy of th= Trawady, read 2 paper in Londun, to show
that the Sanpy aiast be tributary to the Burmese river.

In the south-cast part of Thibet 1s a large region marked
on some maps as ** The Couniry of Robber and Wild
Tribes.” These tribes have guarded the secret of the
Sampa.  No explorer, white or Indian, had ever peactrated
their country. The Iast to try it was the now famous Indian
traveller, A—K. who had to tumn back thice years ago
from the threshold of the dreaded Mishmi country. The
Mishmis are still unvisited, bat the secret of the Sanpo has

Leen soived beyond all doubt. It is identical with the
Dihong, the northern branch of the Brahmaputra, and is
thus the headwaters of that Indian river.

Not far frum the southern edge of Thibet a river coming
from the east unites with the Dihong, 3 form the Brahma-
putra.  Messts. Needham and Molesworth, fifteen months
ago, followed this branch far cast until their explorations
joined those of A=K, proving that the river was identical
with the Zayul Chu, whose upper course he had thoroughly
explored.  The Zayul Chu 13 therelore the eastern Lranch
of the Brahmaputra, instead of an affluent of the Irawady,
?s M;. Goidun and some Chinese geographers have be-
1rved.

The Zayul Chu having nuw Leen ascended east and noith-
east for several hundred tniles tu 1ts suutces, 1t 15 centain
that the Sanpo canoot join the Irawady, unless it cither
burrows under the Zayul Chu or takes a flying leap over it
It 19 thus proved beyurd a doabit that the Sanpo 1s identi
cal with.the nosthern branch of the Brahmaputra. Another
geographical mystery has passed into the realm of ascer-
tained fact.

The explorer A=K is so called, because the names of
the travellers in the employ of the Indian Goverament are
not published until after they quit the service, A—K
travelled in the guise of a merchant, and if his real charac.
ter became known in many regions north of India, his use-
fulness as an explorer would be destroyed.

LOVE'S SILENCE.

—

Sweet, shall I ash thee why thou art sv still,
Gazing afar sao the deeps of space,
With shadows of the twilight on thy face,
And egyes that quich with dewy muistare il 2
Why 15 thy laughiet’s mellow nippling rill
Sient amd vamb 2 What chusa of perfect grace
Shall fu..! upon thos- hips and find a place
To bid their accents on the dusk to thrill 2
Why art thuu vuiceless, love 2 Ah, speak to me
With speech that ever into music grows,
She turns her eyes, that hold me in their thrall,
As da 'k and suect as night upon the sea,
Saying, while one swift look upon e glows,
¢ Laove 1s unutterable and isa 1.,
~ . [. Henderson, in Longman's Magaszine,

BURNING THE DIAMOND.

The ancients were as sure no diamonds could be burned
as they were that none could be bruken. Adamas, the in
domitable, yiclded nether to fire nor force. It was not
ull 1609 that De Buut suspected us inflammability, nor 1211
1673 that it was actually burned. In 1694 Averani and
Targioni of Cimento, at the instigation of Cosmo 111, the
Grand Duke of Florence, burned the diamond in the focus
of concentrated sun rays, where it was seen to crack, corn-
cate and finally disappear. They had tried to learn the
sccret of its composition, and, like a tue martyr, it had
penished unconfessed ; it had burned itself out like a sun,
Forty-four yearsafter the death of Newton (who guessed
the diamond to be some ** unctuous body coagulated,” per-
haps the vegutable secretion of the banyan tree, better to
shake than the [Pagoda,) a magmficent diamond was
burned, on July 20, 1771, 1 the laboratory of M. Mac-

uer, and in the presence, amonyg others, of a well-krown
Panaan jewelier, M. Lelslanc, who, notwithstanding what
he had just seen, stood forward and declared the diamond
to be indestructible in the furnace, for that he had often
subjected stoncs of his uwn to intense heat to rid them of
blemishes, and that they bad never suffered the shghtest
njury 1 the process.  Thertcupon the two chemists, d°Ar.
cet and Rauelle, demanded the experiment should be made
before themon the spot.  Rapit in jus; clamor utrinque,
undique concursus ; with the result that poor LeBlanc, like
the savant de village, found himsclf, after three hours' trial
in the crucible, at the temperature that melts silver, minus
one of the most precious of his stock in trade.— Z%e Corn-
Ahill Varazire.

Sir GORDON SrxIGG, Treasurer-Generzl of the Cape
Colony, who has just been knighted by the Queen, is the
son of a Suffolk Baptist minister.

Tue many fricids of the late Ii. Fleming Stevenson are
desiruus that sume tribute be paid to his memory.  As Mzs.
Steverson dechines to accept any moncy for her own use, the
commaltee propose devoting it o the tisining of a native
mrstry in India in connection with the Irish Presbyterian
Church. Mrs. Stevenson has intimated her intention of
oresenting 10 the college at Belfast as many of her husband’s
baoks as may be suitable, to be called the Stevenson
Library. .

THE correspondent of a New York paper, writing from
Paris, when speaking of werking people, said: ** The
Seventh day brings no respite to them here.  On the con-
trary, it i« the day when they work hardest. On no other
night arc the theatres so crammed ;3 on no other day are ths
butchers® stalls frequented by mate customers than on Son.
day. It is not aday ofrestin Paris, but aday of activity. 1
have heard ~uome American men applaud this manner of
spending Sunday as they ridiculed the old-fashioned Ameri-
can way of hallowing the day. They do not know the
sequence of this fevenish activity.  There is no old stone
mason, no old shoemaker. no old carpenter, no old gainter,
no oll artisan in Paris. Aedical men say this premature
decline is owing absolutely to the want of a day of rest
once a week.  Going to muscums, poring over books,
amusemems of every sort, arc equally pernicious with hard
work.” The reader may take this for what he may think it
worth; but 10 our mind it is ¢vidence that, aside from all
religiots and moral considerarions, man necds & Sabbath or
a seventh day 1o meet the necessities of his physizal nature.
What city in the civilized world has moze trouble with her

people than has Paris.

British and Foreign.

Dr. CuxNiNcuay, Cnefl, has been installed as Primary
Professor and Principal of 5t. Mary’s College, St. Andrews.

‘THE tutors appointed at the recent meeting of the Bap-
tist Union of Scotland are Rev. J. M‘Lellan, Dr. Landles
and Dr Macnair, all of Edinburph.

T general session in Glasguw find that there turns from
congregations do not warrant their recommending any
change in the hours of public worship.

Tue Home Secretary has refused to interfere with the
sentence of the Rev. james Mackie, of Manchester. In.
tense disappuintinent is felt at Manchester in cunsequence.

Mg. J. AULDU JAMIESON, as commissioner to the Duke
of Hamilton, supertor of the pansh, laid the memortal stone
of a new church at Bo’ness. It will seat 1,250 persons, and
cost about $35,000.

Mrs. CakLes TURNER, widow of the late member for
Liverpeol, has given $100,000 to establish a pension fund
for aged and invalid incumbents in the diocese.  An anony-
mous donor has given $10,000 for the diocesan inatnution.

Dr. PaLEY, of Peterburough, who is a descendant of
the lamous theologian, has just retired from the office of
alderman, which he has held for many years in the city
where he has also been the leading physician for nearly half
a century.

A ¥RIEND has offered to the British and Foreign Bible
Society to purchase for them a Bible ship to be manned b
satlur culpurteurs to visit the islands u? the Asiatic archi-
pelego, but the state of the suciety's funds prevents the
acceptance of the generous offer,

The congregation at Bruckley, of which Rev. Hugh
M*Intosh 1s pastur, are at constderable expense laying out
a porton of gruund by the sude of the chusch in jawn
tenmis courts. The example has been set by a congrega-
ticn of the Church of England close by.

1T 15 rumouted that the Queen has decided, after some
hesitation, that the thanksguiving service in honour of her
jubilee will be held in Westminster Abbey on Monday after-
noon, June 20, and that it will be short and pnncipally
musical, with a short sermon by the Primate.

Tue Rev. George G. Green, the pastor, at a valedictory
soiree in Cranstonhill Church, Gla>gow, said that owing to
the steady growth of the congregation, from twenty 10 450
members, the church was too small, and they were about
to build a new place of worship in Lancefield Street.

Tue Presbytery has been considering the disputed
possession by Free St. John’s Church, lHaddington, of
the communivn cups which were presented to the con-
greganon belure the Disruption.  The Lusk session of the
parish church are 10 take the necessary steps for their re-
covety. .

TueForeign Mission Committee are in search uf a suitable
man to proceed to Amoy to assist in the training of native
students for the mmistry. They also want an ordzined and
a medical missionary to break new ground to the west of
Ame+n connection with the generous proposals of Mr. J.
T. Morton, of London.

Dr. [taTeLy WabpbeLL, Glasgow, at a soirece celebra-
ting the adnussion of his congregation to the Church, men-
twned that they had received a kind of special invitation to
join the national communion. He was presented with a
pulpit gowa and cassock, and a timcepiece and a silver cake
tasket for Mrss. Waddell.

DR. SOMERVILLE, accompanied by his son, Rev, James
Somenville, has been continuming his Highland evangelistic
tour. At Lochcarron, Torridon and Applecross he had
large congregations. At the first-named place the ex-
Moderator’s sermon was translated into Gaelic, as he pro-
ceeded, by Mr. Macrae, of Carloway.

TiEe Queen has appointed Dr. Story to the vacant chair
of Ecclesiastical Hlistory in Gla:gow University. The new
professor has pbulished an angry rebuke of Bishop Words-
wonth for nanming Dr. Story as the author of the article in
the Scettish Chanrck attacking the bishop. Dr. Story pro-
tests in the inlerests of the_ordinary courtesies of literary
intercourse and discussion.

THR Rev. John Brand, who resipned the pastorate of
John Street Church, Glasgow, some months ago, has been
presented by the cungregation with an illuminated address,
a purse of sovereigns und a silver tea-service fer Mrs. Brand.
In histeply, Mr. Biand intimated that he had decided to go
to Downfield Church, ncar Dundee. He enteted on bis
duties there last Sabbath.

Dr. PrTTICREW, the newly-clected Professcr of Theo-
logy in Magee College, Londonderry, in his inavgural ad.
dress, maintained that the Westminster Confession is the
ablest and ripest product of the symbolic literature of the
Reformauion. ‘¢ We do not say that it is in all respects
perfect ; but we mcean to retain it 1ill we find 2 more scrip-
teral and a wetter, which will not be just yet.”

TurE Rev, Robert Gemmell, the old minister of Arthur
Street, Edinburgh, as he used to call himsel, died
very suddenly while conducting family worship. A native
of Izvine, he was licensed by the Relief Churchforty-three
years ago, and was pastor of a congregation in Cwpar, Dun-
dee ane Edinburgh.  For several years he kad a sharp con-
tention with the Courts of the Lhurch regarding his status
and the finandal apangements made at the appointzment of
a colleague.

A SERIES of missionary mccti:gs for the young have been
held during the past fortnight in Glasgow under the amange-
ment of the.Sabbath Scholar's Missionary Association of the
Free Church Preshytery. — The various districts of the ity
have been visi'ed in rolation by two or more of the follow-
ing speakers: Pritcipal Robertson, Calcutta ; Rev. A, C.
Grieve, Bombay; Rev. Chatles Gordon, South Africa;
Mr. Wm. Stevensen, Pachumba, and Dr. John Moir,
Livingstonia. Allthe meetings were very largely attended,



