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TORONTO, WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 1883,

#\WouLD men dle for Christ who never pray to
Him? Would men fight for the Bible who never
read it 2” These ringing questions formed partof a
peroratlon of a memorable speech delivered many
years: ago by Dr. Willis, The Doctor had, been
speaking in most eloquent terms of the principkes of the
Reformation, and he gave bis speech a prac turn
at the close in the way described. We Mxve lately
heard agood deal about Martin Lutber and the Re-
formation, The privileges secured for us by the great
Refornter have been thorougbly discussed in the press
and pulpit. Itmight be a good thing nowto ask what
use are we making of these privileges. The Bibleis
opeds do wo read it as ruch as wa should do? We
havathe right of free sp2ach ; is not that right often
taogt grossly abused ?

&-hue the lbesrty of the

press ; is not this li < for the destruction

not only of men's mora iz souls? We have
4

the right of self Governme a man fit t0 txes-
clse this right who sells his vote foaga glass of whiskey?
Go through the list of privilegesthat flow to us’dfrectly
or indirectly from the Reformation and it wili defound
that every one of them is most grossly abused by
mapy in the very countries in which they are most
epjoyed. Now that so much time and labour have
been spent, and well spent, in the glorification of the
Reformation here, it would be a goou thing to spend
some titue in bhumiliation on account of the way we

abzserReformation blessings.

[
;at* il;?_‘.s discuseion, & lttle litigation, & little
patiegice, and a little common senss have fixed clearly
the Jegal status o! the Salvation Army in Oat ‘o,

‘They are to have precisely ths same ﬂght} af otaer

citizens—no more, 10 less, oo other, Thegnin who
says they should be pnt down as a nuisgnsg, €ven
when they create no nuisance, do2s not ondersiand the
constitution of this country. The other man who con-
tends that they should bs ailowed to diswarb a com-
munity unnecessarily, and who bellows about persecu.
tioa when the. Army are not allowed to interfzre with
the tigbts of citizens, is equally ignorant, The law
has'othirg to do with their teaching so ling as they
manage to steer clear of the enaciments 7gainst blas-
phemy, Their methods are their own and anybody
who does not hike their style may keep away, While
exercising the nghts which the laws of Ontario guar-
antes them, the Army must not infringe on the rights
of others. Good, peaceable, tax-paying citizens who
prefer worshipping without uniform and without a
drum must not have their,worship or their rest inter.
fered with by tke Army or any other collection of
peopls  The people who made this country agdxwho
live here have some rights as well as strangets who
come and beat drums on theirstreets, Wonderful the
number of people who are ready *o shout about the
rights of thosz who *.ave very lit .8 interest in any-
thing bere, but who are perfect'y willing to see the
rights of their own neighbours .rampled upon.

AN Episcopal minister writing in the “ Mail " says
it is “sheer mockery " to propass that the'Epjscopal
Church should join in the general exchange of-pulpits
as buggested by THE PRESBYTERIAN a few wetks
2gd., To do so, he says, would “mean tbd Ackpos-
ledgtaent of an equal ccclesiastical right and statue”
% Any real schema of unity,” it is alleged, * must make

in for Episcopacy.” Quite so0, Pmbyu:éa.ns!

3(;ethodlsts, and others must begin the work di_}h{fg'ty
o )

sccounts, and .
sibers. Friends are Invited to give anyasia.

by acknowledging that they have not “an equal
ccclesiastical pight and siatus” with Eplscopalians,
In the proposed united Church there mus? bs reom for
Episcopacy, and room will be made in Eplscopacy,
wo presume, for the other bodies, provided they are
willing to becoma Eplscopalinns.  And this, forsooth,
12 to be the basis of thaunited Church. The proposal
has at Jeast the merit of simplicity, The llon and the
Jdgmb may lie down peaceably together, but the lamb
must be ins!de of the tion, 1f the gentleen who are
wriling on this question cannot sze their way clear to
~preach In & Presbyterian pulpit as a preliminary s'ep
towards unlon Aegotiations, we take the libesty of
making anothef suggestion. There are practically two
orthree Eplscopal churckes In Toronto, We bave two
divinity schools, two organs, and two main divisions
usually known as the “High* and the * Low,” Let
the * High" and the “Low” and the " Reformed”
and the © Broad " dwell together in unity and show us
agood example. So long as they put each other in
gaol, as they sometimes do o England, wa must be ex-
cused if we prefer for the present our own status.

CHRISTIAN HOME TRAINING,

OME life is still one of the most powerful influ.
ences In the formation and development of
character. Parental Instruction and examplo possess
a value peculiatly their own, They can neither bo
replaced nor superseded. Soclal conditions chasnge,
but the paramount necessity of family training is not
removed by the altered condltions of social existence.
Do Christian people generally over-estimate the im.
portance of the domestic sanctities? Are thero not
in these days strong tendencies mbving In an opposite
direction? i !

In every branch of the Christian Crurch the Sab-
bath school i3 an impestant institution and a high
place is assigned it in popular esteem. It isdoing a
grand work, and is doubtless destined to accomplish
results more important than any it has yet achleved.
Those who value it most, and who with intelligence
and consecration seck the promotion of its efficlency
are the readiest to confess that it is not lntended to
interfere with parental obligation in the training of
the young., It {s no doubt in many instances supply-
ing the place of parents to numbers cf children, This
Is no reproach to carnest Sabbath school teachers,
but it is a reflection on too many professing . istian
parests. ‘Thero are thousands of self-denying earnest
sud intellipent instructors engaged in our Sabbath
schools. Yet the best of them cannot do the work
which Christlan parents can. delegate to no other,
Without, in the faintest degree, secking to lessen the
value or weaken the clalms of the Sabbath school,
it is but right to urga that parents should reallze more
vividly thelr own pexsonal responsibility in Jmpartisg
religions education to their owa children

There Is a general appreciation of the peed for this.
It finds expression in various forms  Ministers and
others are alive to the importance of the riligious and
moral training of the young. They see that to per-
mit successivo geaerations of children to grow up
«sithout moral and religivus instruction isto exdanger
the soclety of the future. Hence earaest appeals for
religlous instructicz in our common schoals, and the
carnest efforts to promote theefigiency of the Sabbath
school. While these discussiqus_are in progress it
would be foolish for parents to Wit listlessly till poli-
ticlans and moralists arrive at a mutual agreenient
likely to Iead to practical results, Even if 2 method
could be satisfactorily agreed upon by which Christian
etbics could be taught in every common school in the
Dominion, the parents’ personal 1esponsibility woul.!
remain undiminisked. Neither the Sabbath school
nor the common school can supply the pareats’ place,

It would bz easy to state objections tc this conten-
tion. Manycould no donbt plead inability ¢to impart
religious instruction to their children, and witH equal
truth urge that the, lscxed timd and opportunity.
These, however, are. pleas thyt, Christian pareats
should not bave tc present. Christians profess a
desire to grow in religious knowledge, and the study of
. the Scriptures with thelr children would be 3 valuable
incentive and ald. A portica of the Sabbath after-
nooa or ¢cvening might be profitably devoted to this
most important 2ad acdghitful duty, The blessing
accompanying the effort wonld be'manifold,

Several Preshyteries in the Unite. Stat.s have
sdopted a scheme of lessons for home study. It is
simple and comprehensive, being arranged in a pro-

b

gressive series, The four pasts of which the scheme
is composed may ba gone through 1o the course of &
years but its projectors say that it will be regarded as
satlsfactory If the course is thoroughly mastered {a
two years, while, {n the cass of the youngest children,
! year for each series will not bie considered too slow
progress,
A better 1dea ofthe tchems will b2 obtaloed by an
examination of ono of the serics, and for this purpose
setlas A" s appended:
“Cotamit Accutately.—1. The Lotd’s Prayer, Mat, vi,

?-I « 2, The Ten Commandments, Exodus xx, 3 1‘7. 3

‘ialms the fitst and (wenty-thied, 4. The DBeatitudes,
Matt. v. 3-11. 6. The Apostles’ Creed, 6, The numlx ¢,
names, and order of the Dooks of the Dible. 5. Thenarses
of the Twelve Patriarchs, Genesis xxxv, 23.26, 8. The
names of the Twelve Apostles, Mast. x. 2.4, 9. K v/.note
of the Guorel, John i, 14-16, 10. Shotter Catechis n, 1.¢
26th questton. 38, The fhree hymns beginning 1, Jar to
the world, thy Lord is &dne ! 2. A'l hall the power of
Jesus’same! 3 F'°El,“ oland's icy moaptales 1"

2HE FALSE ;LP_II.&‘T /N EGYPT.

FEW weeks apo it was announced that Et Mehd)
the falss prozdet of the Soudan, had been de-
feated, dnd his aimy annihilated. It was at that time
further surmised that be himself was elther & fugitive
or had been slain, The telrgraph conveys speedy in.
telligence, but it Is pot always correct, Itsaccuracyls
vulnerable. It now turns out that tha latest pretendear
to supretnacy over the Moslem wotld is one of the most
promineat menin Egypt. Fozthe past few days omin.
ous reports of disaster to tae Egyptianarmy have baen
current. They now turn out to be only too well found.
ed

In most cases where there is fightiog ths respective
strength and movements ol the combatants are genes.
ally known. The presskeeps the public well informed
of the Incidents and fluctuations of a campaign wher-
ever it is carrled on. In the present case there bas
been g siogular silence as 1o the fortunes of the war
against the false prophet. The news of ths over-
whelming disaster bas taken people generally by sur-
prise. ‘The full extent of itis not yet known, but it is
of sufficient magnitude to cause dismay.

The accounts of the three days’ fight are at present
contradictory. ‘The forces under cominand of the re-
spective Ieaders are variously represented. Those of
HicksPasha are approximately about 10,000, while the
hordes of El Mehdi are reptesented as raoging from
200,000 to 20,000, Several regiments of the former
army are composed of troops who were engaged in
the rebellion under Arabi Pasha, It is not said that
they were mutinous, butthey fought withoutenthusiasm,
while those following the green banner of the prophet
bore themselves hike men inspited. One account of
the conflict leaves the 1mpression that the Egyptian
forces were victortousafter a hard fought fghbt of three
days at El Obeid and were afterwards led into an am.
buscade by a treacherous guide and there massacred.
Another report represents that Hicks’ army was bomne
down in the three days’ fight in the open field and an-
nibilated. Of the uuer deieat of the Eggptian army
there is no doubt. The results of this upezpected
occurrence may be very momentous,

‘There are no forces in Egypt capable of resisting
this {formidable following of E) Mehdi. Flushed with
victory they may advance northward, Egypt slowly
recovering irom the effects of Arabi Pasha’s rising, is
in no condition to deal eflectively with thisnew danger
that mancces ber existence, There is also the added
danger of Turkish intrigue. Though the claims of the
Falss Prophet are incompatible with those of the Sul-
tan it is not impossible that an understandipg might
be arrived at between them, There certainly was
such an understanding between the Porte and Arabi
Pasha. England hasa deep interest in Egypt at the
present time.  The work of crushing the late rebellion
and restoriog peace and order to a distracted cotntry
is undone. Will she permit affairs to take their course
in Egypt, or will she take prompt and effective
measures for avenging thedufeat of the Egyptian army
in the Soudan and ‘arresting the victorious march of
El Mebdi? In any casetliedisaster of El Obeid will
iead to important conseguences not dreamt of a few
vrecks ago.

The Egyptian question emerges again asan impost-
aat element in existing cowsplications. Thesa are

‘both intricate and t§refiening. The grez: nations of

Eurcpe are armed ¢d-the teetk, In view of French
sgression in the east China is defiant. The outlookis
anything but reassuring to the interests of peacs, It




