-

12

RELIGIOUS AND LITERARY JOURNAL.

Prnciples s actually bogun which wille prabably
suffor little pause till the enemies of the Saviour be
made His footstool !

Among the servants of God themsolves, perplox-
ities and divisions have been permitted to arise ; but
alroady wo sos these PEPPLEXITIS AND DIVISIONS
OVERRULED TO A Goon kD : while they have beon
permitted among the servants of God for the punifi-
cation of their motives and the huwiliation of their
hoarts, they should not damp their courage or chock
their zoul - thoy may deprive them of the counte-
nauce and support of those whe never added any
real strength to their body, and they way separate
trom thetr company for a season weak and mis-
judging brethren ; but, their vwn errors being recti-
fied and their depondenco on their Lord and devot-
edness to His glory becomn more simple and entire,
the heats of all tho faithful will be moro clossly than
ever koit to them—their difficulties and dangors
being more clearly seen and strongly felt, will be
boruo more unwoariedly in remembrance before God
m prayer—the dirocting aud sanctifying influences
of the Holy Spirit will be more earnestly invoked
for them ; and His blessing on every part of Missi-
vnary Labour will be more importunately sought,
mere confidently expected, more abundantly be-
stowed, aund more gratefully acknowledged.

That it pleases God to purify His Church by its
various trials in order to its more abundant and
successful oxertions in the Conversion of the World,
nay be iuferred from the NEW OPENINGS FOR La-
sour which are presonted: for, in the face of all
the dufliculties attending the work of God, that work
1s enlargiug 1tself on all sides. The movements of
Providence in reference to the two great Antichrists
—the Internal Corrupter, and the outw ard Fos—tho
Romavoist Usurper, and the Arubian Imposter—are
most uwakening to the thoughtful mind.  The work
of mercy so happily begun in Ireland—the foverish
condition of Portugal and Spain—tho rapid growth
of Christian Knowledge in France—the precarious
state of Austria—the blow which Popery has re-
cerved in .he New World—all theso things concur-
sing simultaneously with the shaking to their very
foundations of the two great supporters of the
Maho:edan Delusion, thy Empires of Turkey aud
Pervia, may well iead the mrost cautious and sober
Chyristian to conclude thut we are actually in a Great
risis of the World. Imwmeasurable Fields of La-
bour may be specdily opened to Christians by this
shakiog of the nations; aud, elready, the cry of our
active Societies for moro labourers and moroe Liberal
support is loud and presssing, because more oppor-
tuntties for labour are presented to them than they
have the moans of embracing. So vast are the
wants of the world, that, unless some mighty moral
change shall take place, afircting at once, orin a
short period, immense masses of manhind, the sup-
ply of Christian Knowledge which can be furnished
by all our Secicties will but create, as God shall
bless it, a demand for larger supplics. The follow-
ing just remarks of the Committee of a Bible Socie-
ty Auxiliary aro applicable to Missivns as well as to
xﬁe Scriptures—

The demand for the Scriptures is not diminishing,
hardiyeven in our own country. If, at the time
when the Bible Society began its operations, it
could bave beee foreseen what a prodigious somber
of copies would ho diffused through the Nation
within the ensuing twoudy years, it would have been
presumied that by this me the want and the demand
would bo noerly satisfied : but the contrary is the
prescnt state of the case. 4And this fact, whilo it
shews that there was such a dreadful destitution of
the Scriptures in the communtty as no one who en-
tertamned the worst surmises could imagine, proves
ulso that a quito now sentiment has been excited—
that a desire to possess the Hoiy Book has been
created and extended vo a wonderful degree. Itis
wost gratifyiig to hear, that the vast number of
copics 1ssued by the Bible Socioty has been so far
from sufficing to satisfy this desire, that the sale of
Bibles in the booksclling trade has been inereasing
i a paralle} and rival progress; so that, most
happily, the purest Chrstian Charity has drawn
Worldly Interest and Traffic itsclf nto a holy
alliauco. It appears the case has come to be, that
i can no longer content oach family, oven mn tho
humblor classes, T possess one Bible in thewr house ;
but that several of sts members are desirous of having
each tis own, especially those of them who aro

loaviny tho putarnel abode to try their separuto allot-
ment in lifo.

Thore is something grand and inspiring in the
viow of tho rapid and incaleulable multiplication of
Bibles : extending, as 1t is in the process of domg,

into tho Janguages of all tho most considerable|p

tnbos of mankind. We sco thus the testimony of
God, the dictatos of His law, and the Overtures of
ilis graco, taking, sonstbly and visibly, u posiion, m
numberless situations, where the consocrated vebuclo
of thein had never had a place hefore.  We thus see
thoe pEST BOOK acquiring, in point of number of
capies, an immenso supenonty over ovc:x other
book inthe world ; und placing itself by all tho good
hooks to improve their usefuluoss, und by all the
bad books to baffle their mali ni?‘. It is graufying
to consider how immonsumbfy far thoe number of
Bibles surpasses the number of copies of ony, the
most popular, infidel book m existence : and wo may
trust that the time is not very far off, when all the
copies of all tho Tufidel Writings, oxisting or yet to
be produced, will nunber but an inferior and dejoct-
ed multitude in contrast with the growing millions of
copies of this oNE Boox, which is destined to arrest
thew operation and overwhelm ther cause.

In preceding Roports there has becn a reference
to the rapid extension of kunowledge among the
people. 1fit wero ever a doubtful question, whether
the general acquisition of knowledge would be an
improvement of the condition of the community, it
is now too late to discuss it : the popular mind is
breaking loose from its anciont, fixed, rigid stato;
and can now no more be stopped or bounded in its
niovement, than the stream from the dissolving
snows and ices of a long winter, And if it bo but
too evident thatthe general prevalence of augmented
knowladge and mental freedom, unaccompanied by
the influences of religion, would be & portentous
change, so much the stronger is the argument for an
active promotion of the circulation of tho Scriptures
a circulation, which, by the way, could have nosuch
wide enlargement, but for the very circumstances of
the exciternent and change in the state of the popu-
lar mind. Reverting to the times autecedent to this
great oxcitement, by which some persons have been
50 much alarmed for the religion and morals of the
people, we may ask ¢ Was there then any eager
demand for the Bible ? Who were there—how many
persons in a thousrud, to inquire for it, or to care
about it? Were not the greater number of families
in the land perfectly content without having it, even
as a trifling article of furniture, in the house? Did
not millions of cach successive gencration pass
through life without any dissatisfaction that they had
never read, that they had nover besn able to read,
one chapter or verse? We see, then, that the in-
creaso of knowledge, the rousing of the mental
existence of the people from its long slumiser, brings
with it a proportional demand for that very thing
which is adapted to be the antidote to the evils to be
apprehended from newly acquired intelligence, in-
quisitiveness, and freedom.

The providence of God is therofore manifostly

ressing on Christians, by thess new openings for
our, the DUTY OF ENLARGLD EXERTIONS; and
our Religious Societies are beginning, as with one
voico, to rouse their countrymen to the dischargo of
this duty. Appeals, of this nature were recorded in
our last Volnmo—from the London Missionary So-
cicty, at pp. 153, 154—from the Baptist Sociciy. at
. 41]l—from the Scottist Socicty, at p. 412—and
?rom the Church Society, at pp. 512—514. But
theso appeals are not confined to this country : the
American Board of Missions havo recently pressea
this subject bome on their countrymen with a degree
of onergy, which may well servo to stimulate their
brethren on this sido of the Atlantic; as wifl appear,
not onlyfrom the appeal quoted at Bp. 565, of
our last Volume, but from the following extract
of the proceedings of the Board at the Eightecnth
Anniversary, held in Now-York, in the month of
October—

Tho Committeo appointed to report a plan for
augmenung the funds of the Boerd, made a roport,,
wheroupon it was resolved,

~That, in view of the great success, which has
attended tho messuresom lﬂy‘;ed for the propagation
of tho Gospel among the Heathen, and of the indi-
catons of Divine Providence favourabie o a mero
oxtenucd and “niversal appheation of these means,

and 1n view of the growing conviction respecting tho

chligation of Christians to causo the Gospel to bo
prouched and dissominated throughout tho world, it
appears propor that Spocial Appeals for Liberal

ontributions to this objoct should be made to
thase who possess wealth, or who, by the pros-
crity of their busioess, are enabled to do much in
its bohalf.

~That the existing operations, cngagements, and
prospects of tho Buard give occasion for a loud and
urgent call on its Satrons and friends for more en-
lwged liborality, than at ony former peried; and
that 1t is_oxccedingly desi.able, that so largo an
amount of funds should bo obtain¢d, as shall not only
Jjustify a gront extension of its operations, but like-
wise give such an impulso to the Public Mind and to
the faith and hopes of the Church, as shall essentially
promoto the progress of the Causp, and the fulfil-
ment of the Divine Predictions and Promises.

With regard to the othor part of the work assign-
ed, which ‘was to consider the extraordinary duties
that are devolved on the Christians of tho ‘present
day, with roferenco to Missions among the Heathen,
your Committee stato it as thoir unwavering con-
viction, .

—That the standerd of Christinn Benevolence is
far too low among all classes of tho Christian Com-
munity ; and that therich especially have, with somo
honorable excoptions, fallen in their contributions far
below what the Claims of the Great Hoad of the
Church and the Wants of a Perishing World demand 5
and that some efficient mensures should be taken to
increase tho charities of the Christian Public and the
funds of tho Board.

Some powerful incentives to cnlarged Liberality
were quoted at pp. 279281 of our last Volume,
from several eloquent Specches addressed to the
mombers of different Societics assombled at their
Acnual Meotings in the month of May: but this
subject is placed in a very striking Light in tho Mis-
sionary Herald, published monthly by the Amencan
Board. of Mussions, in demonstrating with what per-
FECT EASE THE CHRISTIAN NATIONS MIGHT SUPPLY,
IF SO DISPOSED, TRE SPIRITUAL WANTS OF TUE
worLo. In adverting * to the small proportion
which the money expended in Religious Charit
bears to that expended on various other objects,” it
is remarked—

Tho Annual incoms of the British and Foreign
Bible Society is thought to be a largo sum; and it
certainly is not a small ono; butit is but about a
NINE-BUNDREDTH PART of the Annual War cxpen-
ses of Great Britain, during several years of the lato
European Contoest ; and less then & THRER-HUX-
pREDTH PART of the Annual Interest now paid by
that Nation on its wur deht. If the sum anpuall
raised b{ the Bible Society were divided among aﬁ
the families i tho United Kingdom, it would afford
about Tex crxts (five pence) to cach famiy ;
whereas the amouut ennually paid, during a series
of years, for the support of the late war, was not less
than NINETY DOLLARS to cach family, and the pre-
seut aupual interest of tho war debt is TIrRTY pOL-
LARS, or more probably THIRTY-FIVE. to each fam-
Iy, Now it would bo as practicable, werk THE
PEOPLE SO INCLINED, 10 spend NINETY DOLLARS
ror EACR raxiLY through a series of years, for the
distribution of the Bible, the suj.pory of Missionaries,
the circulation of Tracts, tho Rehgious Education of
the poor, and other similar purposes, as it was to
spend the same sum for carrying om a war. Wo
would notbe understood as saying, that it would be

racticablo to bear both classes of exponse, to this
ull extent, at the same time : but, ia the nature of
things, it would bo as ensg for a great and populous
Nation to make a decided and vigorous demonstra-
tion of its power and its resources for the Houour of
God and the Salvavon of Bien, as itis for the same
Nation to mako a like demonstration of its power
in supporting a popular War, or defending itsolf
from a threatened Invasion. Nor would we be un-
dorstood to intimate how large a sum might bo wise-
ly expended, in the great asd stupendous process of
meliorating the moral condition of man; evidently,
however, a much largos sum than has over yot becn
dovoted to this purpose. The men of future times
will havo that Iargoness of heart and those results
of experience, which will cnable them to diract the
energics of wisor and moro enlightened gonerations
than.have yot lived ipon carth; to them may be lef:
the plans and cstimatg of that vast taoral machine-
ry, which is to affect tho millivns of the human raco,

(To be continued. )



