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Canada. Proceeding now to a more
extended review, we find that, a few
papers exercised from the outset a
very decided influence in political af-
fairs, and it is to these 1 propose now
torefer esl)ecially, before coming down
to later times of extenderl political
-rights and consequent expansion of
newspaper enterprise. The oldest
newspaper now in Canada is the Mon-
treal Gazette, whichi was first published
as far back as 1787, by one Mespiet,
in the Frenchi language. It ceased
publication for a tîrne, but reappeared
about 1794, with Lewis iRoy as prin-
ter. On the death of the latter, the
establishment was assumed by E. Ed-
wards,at iNo. 135 St. Paull Street, then
'the fashionable tboroughfare of the
town. It was only a littie affair,' about
the size of a large foolscap sheet,
printed in small type in the two ]an-
guages, and continiiing eight broad
columns. In 1805, the Quebec Mer-
cury was founded by Thomas Cary, a
Nova Scotian lawyer, as an organ of
the British inhabitants, Who, at that
time, formed a smiall but compara-
tively wealthy and influential section
of the community. ý1 r. Cary iras
a man of scbolarly attainments and
a writer of considerable force. 'J'lie
M1ercuiry had hardly been a year in
existence, wbien its editor experienced
the diticulty of writing freely in those
troublous times, as lie bad to apolo-
gize for a too bold censure of the action
of the dominant l)arty iii the Legisia-
ture. But this coîîlr'1eip (lid xîot
prevent 1M continuing in that vein
of sarcasmi of which lie was a master,
and evoking, consequently, the ire of
the leading Liberals of those days-
Stuart,Vanf elson,Papineau,V iger, and
others ; and one of the resuits of bis
excessive freedoni of speech was an
attempt to punish him, for a breacli of
privilege; but ho remained concealed
in bis own bouse, where, like the con-
spirators of old times, he had a secret
recees made for such purposes, and
wbere lie coLtinued hurling bis pbulip-
pics against bis adversaries wvith al

that power of invective which woul
be used by a coriscientious thougb un-
comp)romising old Tory of those days,
when party excitement ran so high-
The Quebec G'a:ette was at that time,
as in its irst years, bardly more tban
a mere rKsunié of news.* lion. John
Neilson assumed its editorsbip in 1796,
and continued more or less to, influ-
ence its columns whist lie remained
in the Lower Canada Legisiature. In
1808, Mr. Neilson enlarged tbe size of
bis paper, and publislbed it twice a
week, in order to meet the growing
demand for political intelligence. The,
Gazette was tram melled for years by
the fact that it was semi-official, and
the vehicle of public notifications, but,
îvhen, subsecjuentiy,t this difficulty no,
longer existe(l, th pe r, eitber under
bis own or bis son's management, was
independent, and, on the wbole, mod-
erate in tone, whienever it cxpressed

opinions on leading public questions.
Mr. Neilson, from, 1818, when lie be-
came a iùember of the Legisiature, ex-
ei-cised a marked influence in the poli-
tical discussions of bis time, and any
review of bis career as journalist and
politician would be necessarily a re-
view of the political history of baif a
century. A constant friend of ther
French Canadians, a flrm, defender of
British connection, neyer a violent,
uncompromising partisan, but a man,
of cool ju(lgment, bie was generally
able to perforui good service to bis.
party anîd country. As a public writer
lie was concise and argcumentative,
and iiîfluential, tbrough the belief that.
men biad in lus sincerity and bionesty
of piurpose.

*Froin 1783 to 1792, the paper scarcely-
jpublishotd a political 'leader,' and so fearfuil

were printers of offending mcxl inl power, that
the Montreal Gazette, so late m~ 1790, would
not evea indicate the locality in whieh a
famous political banquet was hield, on the oc-
casion of the formation of a C'onstitutional
Club, the principal object of which was to
spread political knowledge throughout the
country. See Garneau Il. 197 and 206.

t In 1823, an Officiai Gazette was published
by Dr. Fisher, Queun's Printer. 'Canadiaa.
Magazine,' p. 470.


