
164 IIISL J>RESII'rIEI>I L LIX ORNLfsioni." To leave the cliurcli is schismi, a far wvorse sin tliani -'>
doubt, thie infallibility of the 'Westinster Divineis. To asiz

for the amcndmnent of any13 article of the Confession, wvith 1'i-s

rigid adherence to it, is to expose one's self to a charge ot

heresy. To cali a man dishionest andl cisloYal. becauise in

maturer years hie departs iii a mneasuire froi ail thiat lie avowved

iii youth, is to brand wvith infamiy ail progrcss in thieological

rese.arcli and Christian experience. Our iniisters, as a rule,.

do iiot believe iii preterition. \'hy should an unjustifiable

conservatismn comipel tbiern to say they do0 and thus becomie

liars by law cstablisbced ? Thiere is one great omission iii Dr.

Beattie's book: hie furnishies no Scriptuire proofs for the dogmas

of the Standards, flot even the chief proof text in thie Confcs-
sion of that Divine Sovereignlty on %-hicli lie logrically bases

bis whole system. That 1)roof tex-,t is founid iii Daniel iv., 35,
and the author of it is that biolv prophet and rever%-nid divine,
Nebuchadnezzar. Thiere is no, eviclence of soul in "The Pres-

byterian Standards." The sclheme of it is logrically c.onsistent,

thorouyh, and it is wvrittcn clearly and plcasantly enoughl, but

it bears the inîpress of biard, idIolatrotIs, unprogressive, mîid-

iaeval, Southierni Presbyterian unthoughit. Whlat is the use' of
the New Testament at ail, if this heartless, unifeelingç picce of

consistent dialectic is to fetter the preacher of supposed
abounding grace ? How (lifferent the words of Baillie, the-

Scottishi conmissioner to the \'esti'inistcr Assenbly: " That

ex-.commiiunicationi in Scotland is inflictcd on those Wbho cannot

assent to every point of religion (lCterinCiid iii thicir confes-

sion, there is nothing more untruc; for- ve knlow it well that

neyer any person xvas exconmunicated o1nlv for his differcec

of opinion in a theological teinct."ý Slavish adherence to the

letter of the Confession only (leveloped itself when the majoritv

in the iniistry of the Church becaniie sl)iritually cold and dead.
There are 462 small folio pages, 6o plates_ aid 330 ~od

cuts, in thc Thirtcenth Report of the Bureau of Etlinolog- lit
Washington. In addition to the report of the Director, Ma,,-,jor


