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THE CATECHIST AND THE SACRAMENTS. 41

holds that ordination is necessary to
the preaching of the Word, any more
ilan she now holds that ordination is
necessAary to e pronowmcing of  the
Beaediction. It is  true  shic  se-
quires, and rightly requires, for
the sitke of order, that all whom sxhe
employs to preach the Gospel shal? hold
a certain relitionship to  the Church
through the Presbyteries, but ordination
is not now rexarded s a1 neassity o
the preaching of the Word under the
cliarge of the reshytery.

S«-m‘ndl.\'. this Church Lolds thai Lier
ministers should be ordaincd—solcmnly
set apart net only for the administm-
tion of the Saerunents, but also of tine
Word., She maméains. owever. that in
addition te the other qualifications, lier
ministry shoulld be composed of men of
a ceriain cducation which the Churcin
provides or the osyuivalent of which the
Church stecepist T this there s very
little diverzence from the ancient view,
only a slight advatice with rezand o
cducaiion.

Thirdly. this Church holds that to the
preaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
the administeation of lis Sacruneuts
is necessirily united @ ihat higher gifis
are not needesi for the administration
of the Sacraments than for the ssimini.
stration of thic Wond.,  This Church
halds tn the supreme imperiance of the
preiiching of the Word even in orzan.
ized congrexation: and churebes. il
that tire sulministrmtion of the Sacrme
ments is not @ higher function than e
preaching of the Wond.,  In all whieh
there is e=entis] azrecmieat with the
theery of e cariy Church.

Adverting now ta the present poctices
of the Church. and compatring  that
practice with the  three theories just
mentioned as helid by this Church, we
find in she line of the first view a class
of unordainced warkers in the mission
ficdd calledd  Catechists. Student  Cate-
chixsie and Licentiates. In the line of
the scoond view just mentioned. as held
by this Church, we have a class of or-

dained workers in the mission tiekl and
congregtions, compused of men called
Ordained Missioniries amd I’astors or
Ministers. Roth classes, the unordained -
comprising  Catechists, Student-cate-
chists and Licentiates, anad the ordain-
ed comprising Pastors  and Ordained
Missionaries, all under the cluirge of
the Church. Iat we find that 2 distine-
tion in function exists  between these
two classes.  The unordained are dis-
pensatars of the Word  adone. the or-
aained  are dispenssitors of  Both the
Word and 1the Racrantent=. and we fiwl
that this distinetion in fuanction is clear-
Iy not in the liae, huat contrary to ihe
third view just mentioned as held oy
13ix Chureh.

Now the desizm il efforts of she
Church fo secure an odueated ninisiry,
though not the only facior in the ouse,
Las crrried immense weight in inth ne-
ing and shaping this mctice of the
Church, as hetweenr  the functions of
the ordained zund non-ordained workers,
Not that the desizm sl effort to secure
an eductted minisiry are not to be oome-
mended. But if his Chureh deems it
neadful  that  her  ordainesd  minisuy
should be an clducanted wmindstry, ihat
view il purpese sitould be st forth
o clearly in her prtetice and arder. s
not to contrdict, but ran in the line of
her view regmrding tiie relative impwrt-
ance of the functions of  ulministra-
tion of the Word aud  Sicrmments,
Mapifestly., 1 zlaring  inconsisieney is
oxhibited by a2t Church. which, haelding
to the truthr that the zifts necdful for
the function of preaching are the sutli-
cient and only qualification far the ad-
ministsition of  the Sacsunents. and
that the preaching of the Waornd is not
a lower function than the administre
tion of the Sacrmments, yef makes thic
digtinction between her ordained und
non-ordained administrators of the Word
to lic in this that the ordained preacher
of the Ward cm administer the Sacra-
ments, while the non-ordained preacher
of the Word cannot adnednister the Sac-



