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Philately is young. The timge will
come and before many more years,
when all minor varieties will be eata-
logued and priced, and many of them
will bear a good price. Do not be
bound to present catajogrues.  Collest
all the novelties and miuor varieties
now while you can. yThe time may
come when your “minor” variety will
turn out to be a “major” variety in
the matter of price and scarcity.
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All that is necessary to educate the
coming generation of collectors is-—in
other words—to tell them wbat is spec-
ulative, and what not, and then leave
it to them. No collector of good judg-
ment will ever spend mush money for
seebeck trash.
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In the opinion of the “old timers" the
great interest in philately that is prev-
alent throughout the country has
never heen parallcled before. The en-
thusiaam of both old and new collect-
ors is something to marvel at.
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Stamp collecting has reached such a
fine point nowadays that conscientious
catalogues give the most minute de-
scription of the speciments to be sold.
Thus we see stamps ‘‘well centered,”
“a lxttle to one side,” “unperforated to
left owing to being centre of sheet,”
“two perforation gone.‘ etc. If all
would be as particular in describing
the condition of the various specimens,
many disappointments would be avoid-
ed on the part of the buyers.
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The first auction cale of stamps held
on the Pacific coast came off in March
1892, It was under the direction of
W. Sellschopp & Co. Three hundred
lots were disposed of in two and three-
quarter hours while the amount real-
ized was $730.00.
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As an indicalion of the immense
trade in postage stamps, just see the
dozens of auction sales held during a
season, aggregating many thousands of
dollars, and yet the stamp dealers ap-
parently are not affected in the least.
In fact their busiest serson is while
the auctions are being held.
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Straits Settlements has a 85 stamp,
orange and carmine.
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From the Post Office, June, 1892.
_ A Valuable and Interesting Find.

Mr. E. B. Stirling is the fortunate
discoverer of one of the rarest stamps
in existence, and the way in which it
came into his possession showsthat
Dame Fortune is indeed good to him.

The stamp in question is one of the
New Haven postmaster and is printed
in red, on light blue paper, and on
the orziginal letter. The staop as
shown to us is a perfect specimen,
while the postmarks, letter and other
proofs in Mr. Sterling’s possession,
leave not a shadow of doubt as to the
genuineness of this rarity.

. The letter, which was enclosed in the
envelope, was written by Professor
Bexnjamin Silleman, of New Haven Col-

addressed to “Francis Marlsoe, jr.,” of
the State Department at Washington,
.C. .

The letlor itself is folded and ad-
dressed on the back, as wasg usual at
that timo, the professor no doubt, in-
tending to mail it in that way, but on
going to the post office, the postmas-
ter evidently told bim to use one of
his stamped envelopes, which he did,
and the letler when it reached Wash-
ington received the stamp *Due 5,
the regyular rate being ten cents, while
the postmaster’s stamp ounly paid five
of this sum.

We believe that up to the precent
there has only been one genuine or-
iginal specimen of this stamp found,
and that one was mutilated, thus leav-
ing this one to be the only perfect
specimen of this stamp known to ex-
ist.

Those ordinarily seen in collections
are simply signed reprints, but even
these are worth about $30.

This specimen on the original letter
is worth from five hundred to one
thousand dollars, and cost Mr. Ster-
ling ten cents.

Now as to how it was found.

A short time ago a sale of auto-
graphs was held in Philadelphia, at
which Mr. Sterling was present. One
of the lots catalogued was “Nine let-
ters of Professor Selleman.” On the
day of the sale it was put up and
bought in by Mr. Sterling for ten
cents, or about one cent a letter. he
at that time having no idea that it was
anything bu} a few letters of an un-
kunown personage.

These letters, among many others,
bought at the same sale, were taken
home and throwun on the floor, and
there they remained until a day or so
ago (June 15th, 1)892 when Sterling
started to sort them nver,

When he struck the ome with the
New Haven stamp on, he jumped by
actual measuremenis taken afterward
three feet and nine inches, and drove
his young daughter screaming from
the room, o tell ma that papa bad
gone insane.

He soon got over it and at once in-
formed the Postoffice of his great dis-
covery, in order that the world might
know of it at once and rejoice with
him in his good fortune, and we think
we will voice the sentiments of his
many friends in saying, “May many
such discoveries fall in your way.”

ALVA DAVIDSON,

PREMIUM NO. .

Send a 50 cent Money Or-
der for a year's subscription
and get a copy of HALL'S
%EVENUE CATALOGUE

REE.

Beo. Braodley,

PUBLISHER,

St. Catharines, - -

Ont.

WE BUY
STAMPS

What can yon offer us?

S'rANoAao Stampe Co.
4 NICBOLSON m S'l‘. LOUXS. pi0 §

100 VAR. OF STAMPS,

Newfoundland, British Colonies. Canada
Imperinl stamp, etc. 28C. POST-FREE.

JOHN H. LOVE,
109 Honrox 81, - TORONTO, ONT.

MORE BARGAINS.

Packet No. 1. 25 var., price.. ... ...05¢
Packet No. 2. 25 var. fine stamp,
Priclue e o w "
Packet No. 3. 30 var fxne stamp,
PriClic e ove are oo wer e ars e . w10c
Canada: '
Maple leaf issue, complete, new...40c
Numeral issue, complete, new... ..35c
Envelopes, 1 and 2 cents, entire...06c
Envelopes, 2¢ purple, entire.. ... ..60¢c
Stamp Reporter, 1 yenr and packet
for.. w. . 45¢c
Stan}p Tribune, 1 year and packet
OFuue wer ane . e
Perforator, 1 )ear and packat 2 tot 20c
Orders under 50c 2¢ extra for post-
age. Approved sheets to agents at 50
per cent. dis., ref, Address

J. S. DALTON,
150"Cooper St., Ottawa, Can.

A GOOD
OFFER.««

To test the pulling powers
of the Stamp Reporter, I of-
fer this packet at alinost cost.
15 Varieties of
Canadian Postage Stamps =~ - -
for 12c., Postsfree.

SINGLE SNAPS.
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Special Delivery, unused, each..... x3c

2c. Imperial, unused, each ........ . 8¢

1,2,356,8 MapleLeaf..... S . ll100
E. KER,

Box 474, St. Catharines, Ont.

J. Edward Sohn, Jr.,

Postage Stamps for Albums.

Approval Sheets a Specialty.
Agent for .o
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