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PLEABANT HOURS. ‘

A Thought for the Last Days of the
Year.

WERE this the last of earth,
This very day,

How should I think and act?
What should [ say?

Would not I guard my heart
With earnest prayer?

Would not I serve my friends
With loving care ?

And yet this fleeting life
Is one last day;

How long soe’er its hours,
They will not stay.

O heart, be soft and true
Wihile thou dost beat ;

O hands, be swift to do;
O lips, be sweet !
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Pleasant Hours:

A PAPER FOR OUR YOUNQ FOLK,
Rev. W, H. Withrow, D.D., Editor.

TORONTO, JUNE 22, 1895,

“BLESSED ARE THE PEACE-
MAKERS.”
BY M. B. SLEIGHT,

NELLs and Harry were having a merry
time one Saturday afternoon playing ‘‘keep
store.” All went very smoothly until
some little accident occurred that stirred
up Harry's temper, and then their pleasant
Play was changed to angry strife. In the
midst of it the door suddenly opened, and
their father looked in upon them with a
surprised and sorrowful face. . \

** What ! quarrelling, my children ? " he
said. “The good Jesus says, ‘Little
children, love one another.’”

He did not need to add more, for the
brother and sister were standing silent and
ashamed ; Nollie with the corner of her
white apron in her, mouth, and Harry
writing with the toe of his boot illegible
letters on the play-room floor. In a
moment they both ran to their father, and,
climbing into his arms, acknowledged their
fault and begged his pardon. . The good
father sat down and talked with the:rr} a
little while on the duty of exercising
brotherly love, and then, after receiving
his kiss of forgiveness, they went on play-
ing as pleasantly as before the angry storm
ar(l)gz.t many days after, their father came
to tea one evening with a disturbed look
on his face. Nellie and Harry saw that
he was troubled, so they did not laugh and
talk as usual, but ate their supper in silence,
while their mother, though. wondering
much at her husband’s moodiness, hkt_a a
sensible woman refrained from asking

tlons.

qufe::'esently he said to her, ‘‘ Margaret, I
dem't wish you or the children tp make
any more purchases at M.r. Stanton’s store.
He and I have had a fall.mg out. He has
been the cause of my losing over a hundred
dollars to-day and I'll have no more deal-
ings with him.”

- wondering at the

Now Mr. Stanton was a deacon in the
church, and perhaps that wag why Nellie
opened her eyes in such wide amazement.

Mrs. Hadley simply said “Very well,”
not thinking it a proper time to inquire
into the particulars of the case, and then
the subject was dropped.

That evening when Nellie had said her
prayers she climbed upon her father’s knee
for her customary good-night kiss, and -sat
there looking very thoughtful for a little
while, then she asked, turning her serious
face to his:

““Papa, are all Christians brothers and
sisters {”

“Yes, dear,”

he replied, somewhat
question, ‘‘all who love
Jesus are brothers and sisters.”

*“And papa,” went on the little ques
tioner, “didn’t you tell us that brothers
and sisters ought to love each other ver
much, and never quarrel, and all that ?”

““Certainly, my child,” he answered,
not seeing the drift of her query, ‘“‘It is
not right for brothers and sisters to quarrel,
isit?”
~ ““Well, papa,” and Nellie hesitated and
lowered her voice that no one else might
hear, ‘“isn’t Deacon Stanton your brother,
papa?” She did not wait for an answer,
but stealing another &iss, slipped down
from his knee and went upstairs ; but her
wise little words had entered her father’s
heart like arrows of truth and he could not
rest.

* Wife,” he said, after a half-hour’s earn-
est thought, ““I must see Deacon Stanton
this very night. Itsa wrong state of affairs
when two brothers in the church are
scarcely on speaking terms.” So M.
Hadley went at once to see Deacon Stanton,
and when he returned it was with a
lightened heart and the consciousness of
being at peace with his brother,

Little Nellie knew nothing of all this,
and she wondered much when her mother
sent her to Mr. Stanton’s store the follow-
ing morning for a dollar’s worth of sugar;
and when Mr. Stanton patted her on the
head and gave her a great golden orange
she wondered still more, But the old
deacon knew all about the little girl’s good-
night talk with her father, and he guessed
that God’s angel in his book of records had
written under her name, ‘‘ Blessed are the
peacemakers.” .

-

COUNTRY AND PEOPLE OF SIAM.

TaE kingdom of Siam is in the south-
eastern part of Asia, immediately east of
Burma, and has about 6,000,000 inhabit-
ants. The present king is Chulalongkorn
I. He was born September 21, 1853, and
succeeded to the throne on the death of
his father, Qctober 1, 1868. The principal
religion is Buddhism. The king has for
one of his titles *“ The Lord of the White
Elephant.” The national flag has on it g
white elephant on a red ground, and whep
one is found there is great rejoicing, and
he is brought to the capital in ‘great state,
and the king and court g0 out to meet

him.
A missionary writes from Siam : ¢« The
Biamese, with all other Buddhists, believe

that at death their Spirits pass into the
body of some man or animal, of more or
less importance according to the amount of
merit made while living, and that the

¥ ma.
be thus born thousands of times, If theg
find an elephant of a lighter complexion

than usual they think the 8pirit of some
distinguished person dwells ip it, possibl
that of some future Buddha, sure to brin,
a blessing on the country which possesseg
8o great a treasure. Time was when these
beasts were duly worshipped by king and
people ; their stables were palaces ; they
were fed from golden dishes, and wore
heavy gold rings upon their tusks, anq
were fettered with golden chains, Even
now the populace fall with their heads to
the ground as they are led out richly
caparisoned on state occasions, while the
royal officers, and even the king himself,
always make them obeisance in passing.”
Probably the largest idol in the world ig
the ** Sleeping Idol” in Bangkok. It ig at
least one hundred ang sixty feet long, and
1§ made of brick and heavily gilded, The
feet arc five feet long, and the soles are
beautifully inlaid with maother-of-pear,
Every Februa.ry multitudes  of the
Siamese visit Prabat. The word means

“sacred foot,” and it is supposed that
Buddha left a clear imprint of his foot in g
rock on the mountain. This mountain is
covered with many white-spired pagodag,
and a splendid shrine is bujlt over che
sacred footprint. The rocky platform on
which it stands is reached by fifty steps,
which devout Buddhists ascend on their
knees. On the wallg inside hangs what ig
said to be a representation of the footprint,
made of beaten gold and set with jewels.
Of what is worshipped as the footpiirt
itself one can see only a dark oblong open-
ing in the floor, like a small open grave,
It is inclosed in a railing about a foot high,
said to be of solid silver, and over it j« I
elegant gilt canopy, with ¢urtains of .. B
of gold. ow different are those for g-
Frints of which Bunyan writes :
oved to hear my Lord spoken of,

and
have seen the print of

his thoe
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beggar in Siam you would
such blessing as this -
in this state of

er coin to 5
receive some
b *May you dourish
» being and the next ; Liave
elephants, horses and servants ; sily.p,
gold, rice, salt anq every good .
May you have song who sh
and may you live in 5 well-h

thing,
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uilt house,”

Siamese, but into ever
* They praise the gods of silver
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vay of making ourselves noble and tru®
uman beings, Be
Bat enough, Don't smoke, boys. its
pure, clean, sweet from all such hablde"
ave wholesome breaths, mouth unhis
filed. God by his laws has put up O
Notice in hig universe, ‘‘ No smoking lmrg-)r
Ve ought to rejoice in all his laws. 1o
they are for our good. Throw the cigary b
cigarctte, into the fire, and never llgo
another, It wil] be g hard thing to &%
us a vietory over a bad habit is one of this
noblest things we can achieve in b

world.  May our heavenly Father help Y0¥
n your etiorts |

JUNIOR LEAGUE.
June 30, 1895.
PRAYER-E\QEETIN(} TOPIC.
PARDUNED AnD ACCuPTED. —~ Galatians 2. 16

. . i e'
Justification means acquittal ; it has all;l'
erence to all the sing that g man has ;30“
mitted during hig past life. It is a led

. 0
. term, and means the same thiry as pardon
¥

and gold forgiveness, The ASst sonsideratiod
ass, | - assage under conside
(();rfodbrif:s‘,ﬂllr(;n, hwo?id t;:,n_d gbonei‘ and the describes hyy mel?are fgorgiven or l'ccelvfi1 f)es
ose han OIr breath is have blessin justificat: e sin
they not glorified. ” © g of justification, The blessing o
There are

j e are thousands of yellow
priests in Siam who live o the cha

the people, as they 80 from houge to
with a bow] f

-robed
rity of

e house
or rice and bags for fryj,

ANOTHER Dog STORY,

TrE growing literature of animal g,

) : uto-
biography, which by such Temarkable bookg
as ‘‘ Black Beauty™ ang
has come to have

e a clever thing f
lady, already known to the world of letters,

Ts. Annie G. Savj ny, auth i
Romance of Torontog' X" T  Wortds s

“* Lion : the Story of 4 Masg-

Mmastersy,

b j .
the young, and its ] s o Jed by

4 much tg
4Dpinesg
i The Com.
> um Soci
appointed to read the MS, of ‘?‘nllﬁong’(’)cvls:
Justly reported it ag “‘an ®Xceedingly usefu)i
and valuable book, and 5 good com ani
to ¢ Black Beauty,’ » pamion

Don't SMOKE, BOYS,
No man op boy is free wh

cigar or cigarette. o
man as he i

0 is tied to his
€ 18 50 much ]ogg a

& man lesg man, or
must bhe nipped ip ’the
dear 8 a right hang or a

hree Wedding -

.them g few

not come by the law. By the deeds of tnd
aW 10 man can be justified. He may Mtere-
%o all the ceremonies as laid down in the €@ of
monial law, and yet he will still be a Sm’:
1n the sight of God. He may seek to Perfon
all dutieg prescribed by the moral law, &
Yet he will remain an unpardoned sinner. -
faith alone may is justified.  See Rom‘i'e
- You see the Saviour here is cahey
Jesus Christ, Christ Jesus, and Christ. T

ed
21 mean the same exalted and glorif
person,

b
n, who became sin-offering for us, th?ﬂ
we might be made the righteousness of GO 28
Im. The name Jegys méans Saviour and wm
first given by the angel who appeared unist
. (Matthew 1. 91.) The word Chr
mMeans anointed, and jg the same as M ess;ww-’
only one ig (reek and the other is chlend
& has become the Saviour of the world & 1
all_ who believe ig him are justified f"‘""f:ce
things from which they could not be the
DY the 1aw of Moges, {1, them we 560
Importance of faith op believing.
* To him that in thy name believes
. Eternal life to him is given,
Into himself he all receives ”
ardon and holiness and heaven.
See to it that ye believe in him. Beh%‘;:
that he djeq for you, and that because of
deat_h God forgives you, and believe thab 80
OTEIVes you now. "He hag promised to (}).eﬂ
and ‘he is faighty] to his word. Now ¢t
receive him gg your Saviour.
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EUOLID AVENUE uN1oR LEAGTE

FoR this branch of the work we have, -
hink, the best man in the country gr
Superintendent, particularly adapted

® work, and he ig making it a gral
Success. Kagter Sunday morning they to?y
charge of the servica in the church. Eve

or50n  appeared thoroughly delighte
hey had ‘sing; sident gaY°
2 o singing, and the preside Spat

report of their objects and
they were doing.
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and why .they observed it : then ﬂowf;lﬂe
Were carried in and laid at the foot of ith
Cross, and go on: and thig interspersed e

; . st
® SInging of the childrer made the ’.“g
eautify], touching and impressive servic
ave ever b

el
een in, and very many Obhe*ro
€Xpressed themselves in the same way. .
! een said of the knowledge Ule
Juniorg have of the Bible that soll‘eone
sent g request that they be asked so™
Questions, o ¢ € superintendent 85 ew
it was marvellous })t(;le
him the hooks of at-
» history, languages. C.
hey ran them off like A. B.t]w
18T Was not a4 person in hey
half as much as t 1y
I fear T am waking B
Ng, 80 nust close, and will ”
from others of the good WO
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X , an
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ible, divisiong
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