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it not a part of the ridiculous pretension and
sneering which prevailed, and which laid
American ofticers open to the charge that

I had but one case of the seurvy, and had lost
only the following wen by death ; viz. :

John 8. Cowan, lient. Bobert Miller, surgeon.
Levi Holmes, o, seaman. Edwand Sweeny do.
Samuel Groee, seaman,

James Spaflord, gunner’s mate.

Benjamin Geers,
John Rodgers,
Andrew Mahan, corporal of marines.

Lewis Price, private marine.

T had done all the injury that could he done
the British commerce in the Pacific, and still
hoped to signalize my cruize by sumething more
splendid before leaving that sex, I thought it
not improbable that commodore Uillyar might
have kept his arrival secret, and believing that
he would secek me at Valpariso as the most
likely place to find me, T therefore determined
to cruize about that place, and should T fail
of meeting him, hoped to te compeunsated hy
the capture of some merchant ships, said to be
expected from England.

The Phaebe, agreeably to my expectations,
came to scek me at Valpariso, where I was
anchored with the Essex, my armed prize the
Essex Junior, under the command of tieutenant
Downes, on the look out off the harbour : bat,
contrary to the course I thought he would pur-
sue, commodore Hillyar brought with him the
Cherab sloop of war, mounting 28 gung, 18 32
pownd carronades, 8 24's and 2 long 9’s on the
quarter-deck and fore-castle, and a complement
of 180 men. The force of the Phewbe is as
follows : 30 Jong 18 pounders, sixteen 32
pound carronades, one howitzer, and six 8
pounders in the tops, in all 53 guns, and a
complement of 320 men, making a force of 81
gunsand 5300men 5 inaddition to which they took
on board the crew of an English letter of marque
laying in port.  Both ships had picked erews,
and were sent into the Pacific, in company with
the Racaon of 22 guns and a store ship of 20
guns, for the express purpose of seeking the
Essex, and were prepared with flags bearing
the motto, ““God and country ; British sailors®
best vights—Traitors offend both.”  This was
intended as a veply to my motto ¢ Free Trade
and sadors’ Rights, under the erroncous im-
pression that my crew were chiefly Englishmen.
or to counteract its effect on their own crews.
The force of the XEssex was 46 guns, forty 32
pound carronades, and six long 12, and her
crew, which had been much reduced by prizes,
amounted only to 255 men.  The Fssex Junior,
which was intended only s a store-ship mounted
twenty muns, ten 18 pound carronades, and ten
short 6’s, with only 60 men on board.  In re-
ply to their motto, I wrote at my mizen, ¢ God
OINr ("azuzlr_r/ and Liberty ; Tyrunts offend
them.

On getting their provisions on board, they
went off the port for the purpose of hlockading

quarter gunners.

misrepresentation and false writing formed
part of an American oflicer’s duty to his
country. Capiain Porter declares that, in

me, where they cruized for near six weeks ;
during which time 1 endeavoured to nrovoke a
challenge, aud {requently, but ineffectually, to
bring the Phaebe alone to action, first with hoth
my ships, and afterwards with my single ship,
with both crews on board. 1 wasseveral times
under way, and ascertained that I had greatly
the advantage in point of sailing, and once
succeeded in closing within a gun-shot of the
Phaebe, and commenced a fire on her, when she
ran down for the Cherub, which was two and a
half miles to leeward ; this excited some sur-
prize and expressions of indignation, as pre-
vious to my getting under way, she hove to off
the port, hvisted her motto flag and fired a gun
to windward.  Commodore Hillyar sceme:d de-
termined to avoid a contest with me on nearly
cqual terms, and from his extreme prudence in
keeping both hisships everafter constantly with-
in hail of cach other, there were no hopes ofany
advantages to my country from a longer stay
in port. I therefore determined to put to sea
the tirst opnortunity which should offer ; and I
was the more strongly induced to do so, as I
had gained certain intelligence that the Tagus
rated 38, and two other frigates, had sailed for
that sea in pursuit of me; and I had reason to
expect the arrvival of the Racoon from N.W.
coast of America where she had heen sent jor
the parpose of destroying our fur establishment
on the Columbia. A rendezvous was appointed
for the Essex Junior, and every mmrangement
made for suiling, and T intended to let them
chase me off, to give the Essex Junior an oppor-
tunity of eseaping.  On the 2¥th March, the
day after this determination was formed the
wind came on to blow fresh from the south-
ward, when I parted my larboard cable and
dragged my starboard anchor directly out to
sea. Not a moment was to be lost in getting
sail on the ship.  The enemy were close in
with the point forming the west side of the bay ;
but on opening them, Tsaw a prospect of pas-
sing windward, when I took in my top-gailant-
sails, which were set over single reefed top-sails,
amd braced up for this purpose ; but on round-
ing the point a heavy squall struck theship and
carried away her main-top-mast, precipitating
the men who were aloft into the sex, who were
drowned.  Both ships now gave chase to me,
and 1 endeavoured in my disabled state to ve-
gain the port 5 but finding ¥ could net recover
the common anchorage, I ran closeinto o small
bay, about three-quarters of a mile to leeward
of the hattery on the east side of the harbour,
and let go my anchor within pistol shot of the
shore, where 1intended to repair my damages
as soon as passible.  The enemy continued to
approach, and shewed an evident inteation of
attacking, regardless of the neutrality of the
place where I was anchored, ond the caution ob-
served i their approack to the attacl of the

erippled Evsex was (ruly ridiculous, as was their



