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HISTORY OF TIIE WAR OF 1812.

as we dexcend in the list, the blanks in thel Ire*and, and their dependencies, and the Uni-

column of *where born” increase amazingly.
Of the superior ofiicers, only three captains—
Shaw, Patterson, and Crichton—wereashamed
to nmme their birth-place.  Of one hundred
&nd sixty licutenanty, five appear to have been
Brit'sh; but seventeen, all English or Irish
names have blanks after them.  Of twenty
boatswains, four were born in the United
States; the rest nowhere, Of eighty-three
sailing-masters, fifteen had nobirthy lace ; and
eight avpear to be British.  Of twenty-five
gunners, three appear to have been born in
the TUnited States; and out of thirty-three
carpenters and master-mates, five only could
be found to fill up the blank with the term
$¢ American.”  The blanks in the list of able
scamen increase surprisingly.  This, however,
is not to be wondered at, when we consider
Captain Brenton’s statement :—* Tt was said,
and there is no reason to Goubt the fact, that
there were two hundred British scamen on
board the Constitution.”

After this analysis, Mr. Clark’s remiarks on
the captnre of the Guerridére can be taken at
their value—* It has manifested the genuine
worth of the American tar, which has enabled
him to meet under DISADVANTAGLOUS CIRCUNM-
sraxces (save the mark), and to derive glory !
from the cncounter, the naval Lieroes of a na-
tion which has so long ruled the waves.”

We have been thus particular in dweliing
on all the circumstances connected with the
capture of the Guerritre, as with few excep-
tions the same disparity of force prevailed and
the same remarks apply.  That the American
suceesses were unexpected, is apparent from
the instructions given to the officers in com-
mand of the vessels about to leave port, and,
in fact, the first capture of an English by an
American vessel was made, if not in direct
breach of orders, at least contrary to the cal-
culations 4f the Navy Department, and had
not Hull put to sea before his countermand
reached Boston, he certainly would not have
wmade his capture of the Guerriére, nor is it
probable that any capture would have been
made at a1, if we may judge from the tone of
the following communications :—

¢ Naval Department, Washington,
18th June, 1812.

“Sir,—Th's day war ha . been dez'ared be-

ted States of Ameriea, and their territorics,
and rou are, with the force under your com-
mand, entitled to every belligerent right to
atttack and capture, and to defend. You will
use the utmost despatch to reach New York,
after you have made up your cemplement of
men. &c., at Annapolis.  In your way from
thcnee, you will not fail to notice the Dritish
flag, should it present itsclf. I am infurmed
that the Belvidera is on our coa-t, but you
will not understand me as impelling you to
battle previously to your having confidence in
your crew, unless attacked, or with areasona.
ble prespect of success, of which you are to
be, at your discretion, the judge. You are to
reply to this, and inform me of your progress.
“P. Hannuzox.

“Capt. Hull, U. 8. Frigate Constitution.”

This discouraging anl, considered with im-
mediate results,somew hat pusillanimous order,
was soon followed by another of the sameo
tenor, as follows :—

¢ Navy Department, 3rd July, 1812.

¢ £'w,—.\s soon as the Constitution is ready
for sca, you will weigh anchor and proceed to
New York.

“If, on your way thither, youshould [all in
with an enciny’s vessel, you will be gaided in
your proceceding by your awn judgment, bear-
ing in mind, however, that you are not volun-
tarily to encounter a force supcrior to your
own. On yourarrival at New York, you will
report yourselfto Commodore Rodgers.  Ifhe
should not be in that port, you wil remain
there untill further orders.

P, Hawinron.”

The Constitation, on her way to New York
was chased by a British squadron and pre-
vented from getting into that port, so thather
stealing to sea from Bogton, into which she
had been driven, and her encoanter with the
Guc.riere was purely accidental and in contra-
vention of orders, for even after his eseape into
Boston, & new order was despatched ;—

“ Navy Department, 29th July, 1812,

“ S, —Your letter of the 20th instant, just
received, has relieved me from much anxiety.

“I am traly happy to hear of your safety.
Remain at Boston until further orders.

. “P. IayietoN

Before receiving this order Capt. Hull had

tween the Uaitel Empire of Great Briain, ;put to sea and escaped the deom, which his



