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Tho first thing the squawvs do, at the end
of their journey, is to release themnselves
froin tlîeir burdens, by piacing tlîei up
ag-ainst trocs, rocks, or auîything that ivili
serve as a support, whoro tic p)assive
.prisoners stand looking, not unlike muni-
miies, in their cases.

One more teature of the rcserves wluchi
nover faits to, excite thc visitor's curiosity
is the variety of handiwork which every-
where mecets the eye. The squawvs are
vcry ingentiouis iii many of their hand
made articies, and even at the prcsent day,
such productions of their skiil, as birchi-
hark baskets, and *other similar objocts,
thouigh of humble material, arc
very uiseful anud answer admnirably Uhc
purpose for wvhich they are made. TIhe
wvork is su weil donc that they ivili hlod
liroth, and evon water. These baskets are
sewi or rather stitclîed together with thc

tuhroots of the tamiarack, or cisc with
stri pes of cedar bark, and whien ornamer1ted
and %vrouglit iii patterns wvitlî dyed quilis,
-irc by no means iuielegauît, the Indians, as
iswelknown,being acquainted wvith avariety
of dyes, w'ith whicli such articles are very
tastefuliy stained. If our visitor attempts
ro make a bargain îvith any of the reds,
lie vili detect a very marked characteristie.
As a rule, the Indians seemi to value the
useful more higliy than thi merely
ortinentai articles tlîat you may exhibit
to themn. Thioy are very, shirewd and close
in ait their dealiuîg, and show a surprising
degree of caution iii making bargains.
'1'he niien are miuchi less difficult to, trade
îvith titan tic wionien, îvho display a
suilar pertiuîacity in soine instances.
For if they have fixcd tlîcir minds on any
one article, thoy w~ill comie to you day
aftcr day, rcfusing to take any otiier that
you may offer to their notice. Another
i)eculiar trait is that they will seidoni niake
any article on purpose for you. If you
wishi to have baskets of a particular pattern
that they do not happon to have already
mnade, the radier vague answer of " By and
By " is thc only satisfaction you cati oh-
taini. If the goods you offer tliem iii
exchiange do not answer thcir expectations,
you receive a sullen and dogged reply

Car, Car,» (no, no,) or " Carwinni
wvhichi is a still more forcible negative.
But, when the bargain pleases tieni, they
signify tlîcir approbation by several afiirm-

ative nods of the head, and a note, flot
miuch unlike a grunt. With these pecul-
iaritios one will discover some very strong
and strange prejudices. Aniongst those,
they with most reluctance put aside,
is their old nianner of dressing. For
instance, a young " Brave -* takes as miuch
delight in dispiaying a nice new blanket,
as one of our modern dandies in showing
off a stylish suit of ciothes. Nor is iL s0
long ago, that an Indian, who, suffered bis
hair to be eut off, would find himself in
about the saine predicament as a China-
mîan in returning to "The land of the
Celestiais " without bis pig-tail. But per-
haps the strongest and niost deeply i)ianted
prejudices are those pertaining to feasts,
and supcrstitious notions about the good
and evii spirits.

The niost comimon and frequent festival
amiong the red mnen of to-day is called the
" Pow-%%.ow,"' anid persons wvho have an
opportunity of visiting the reserves of the
Northwest usuialiy make it a p)oint to
îvitness this and other festivals, and they
are ahvays iveil repaid in amusement for
the%- time spent. This celebration takes
place very often, and sometirnes lasts for
five or six days wvithout intermission. In
fact the iength of timie is reguiated by the
(luantity 0f provisi.)ns and liquors the
Indians have been able to gather together.
For îveeks, and even nionths before, the
several tribes 'vouid store away provisions
and firc-water, iii anticipation of a grand
series of orgies, in wvhich thc worshippers
of Baccehus himself, 'vouid f7ind theniselvcs
hopelessly distanced. \VeheUcapl)ointed
timie arrives, the Indians from ail directions
assemble, and after paying their res;pects
to tic different chiefs, gather around thc
"Big Drum." Th7len tic feast begins in

camnest. About haif a dozen sturdy
Indian youths are charged w-th the im-
portant function of pounding the drurn;
the squaws ail join hands and forn- a
circle around the drummners, wvile somne
of the men niake a second outer circie
around the womnen. In this mariner they
sinig and dance until comipletcly exhausted,
wlhen they are replaccd by others who, in
turn, retire to, make room for new arrivais.
After keeping this up for a couple of
days ail then tumn thuir attention to feast-
ing. The provisions and fire-water are
brought forth, .nd the feast ends oniy îvith
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