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("f his acknowledgmoents on behalf of her Majosty’s
Minl<ters and for hiwsclf, ho proceeded to sny that
among the whole range of Britiah politics, hoknew of
no sublect ot such drep and engrossing interest as tho
field of Coloninl politiea 1o referred to tho great
prosperity of tho Dreitish North Amertcan Provinees,
and the materad adventages of which their inhabit-
ants woro 2o ready to avall themeelves, Mo was very
glad to liave the plegsure of mooqu that eveniug so
many representatives ot the fn\m American colonles

Those gentlemen had como to this couutry to discuss
once 0* thomost inportant quest.ons that could well be
imagined—the moat important, probably, that nad ever
been constdered in British Nurth America. That ques-
tion waz, however not altogether a new one, fur it
had been for mauny years discussed in one shapoe or
another It was eutertained during the early part of
the century by many distinguished colonists ™ It was
subsequently reforred to by Lord Durlam when he, in
that able report, rccommended the leguslative unfen of
the two Canadas, and in which he also farther con-
rempiated tho union of the maritimo provinees. Weo
nad delegates from thoss colontes in Eugland, who
uad come to this country for the purpose of convulting
with her Majesty’s government as to the best meany

of consolidating thero colonial intercsts. fn 1858 he

nad the ?lot\sum. in consequence of his connection

with the Colonlal-otlice, ot making the acqueintance,

which he had at present still greater pleasure in re-
powing, with many of thosoe gentlemen who had come
heee g¢ delegatos from thelr respectisa provisices

from various causes that question then came tv no

practical issue, but it had now been revived in a most
practical form. Ho regretttd to gco that thera were
no delegates present from Canada thay oventag, but
only the representatives of tho twvo marntime provin.
ces’ Tha Canadian delegates had been delayed in

commg to this country by various caures, aud thelr
absence wad as unintentiongl as it was unaveidable

(Hear, hear ) He was ready to bear hi: teastimony to
the paticpeo and temper with which tho other dele.

gates lmcd submiitted to tho fuconvenience caused by

tho absence of thair cutleagues but i consequence of
the absenco of oue-third of the delegates it had as yot
beenr found impossible to deal wich the question, and

3t had not, dowu to the present time. come uuder the

official consfderation of her Majesty 8 Lovernment

\WYhen it did come under their considcration, there
would no doubt ba many questions to be determincett,
many interexts to be waghed, and some diffvrences ot
opinion to bo reconciled e belteved that wm the
meantime it would be premature on his part to ex-
press any opiniun on the subject; butalthough bia lips
were ~'ca¥ed on this point, he conld underiaho heartily
to welcome those representatives of the North Awer-
can colomeg who were then awmoug thein, and he was
atso free, on the part of Hor Majesty's Government,

to promize au earvestand respectiul attention to every-
thing which those gentlemen might urge when they
came to comsider the question. (Cheers) ke pro-
ived that they would tind no lukewarmness, no in-
diference to their wishes, and no went of futerest or
contidenco in their national asrinmons o betoved
that whatever might be tho issue of their counetis,
they would present a picture unparalleled, as far as he
tnew, to the history of any country, that of a mother
country discussing frankly and frecly with her colo-
viea great coustitutional changes desired by them
without one purticte ot fealousy or distruston tho part
of the mother country (hear, tiear,\and with the most
earnest loyalty and aflection to that country on tho
part of the colonists. (Lleers )

The CrAIRMAX proposed the toast of the evening,
“The gucsts—the delegates from Nova Scotia and hetv
Brunswick.” ie rogretted very much tho absenco of
the representatives of Canada, which was a real {oss,
bat 1t was inevitable and arose frum circumstances bo-
yond their control. He htoped, however, that their
arrival in this country would bnng about tho uniun
between the provinces which had been zo long desired,
and meanwhile, hie asked the company to jo.a him in
peartly weicoming thoe guests from New Brunswick
snd Nova Scotia, and coupled with tho toast the names
of Dr Tupper, Mr Tilley, Mr Archubaid, aud Mr
Chandler, R

Tho tlon Dr. Turreer, Premier of Nova Scotia, rose
torespond  He said ho thought ho shontd be able to
sbow the moctlng that the question ot Confederation
oftie B N A Colonies was not only of vital mmpor.
tance to these Colonies, but to the Britsh kanpire at
large At o distance of littlo more than a week's
steaming lay Nova Scotia, with an ares ot more than
18,000 square miles—an iuvigorating climate, a feruje
0ll, immenso coal-fickds, aud mines rich in iron, gold
and other minerais. To tho west of Nova Scotia tay
Yew Bruuswick, covering ag area of gowme 27,00
aguaro miles of oxcellent 1and, with forests of invaia-
tlle timber, intersected by thosplendid river St. John,
emptyiug into a noble harbour of the same name. Be.
bfad Nesw Bruuswick again, thoy came to the great
wiony of Cauada, with an area of 330,000 syuure
ailes, celobrated as a wheat-producing country, af-
fording an awmple fleld for the sustenance of many
withons of tho human family  When they weio told
tat under the restrictivo intluence of separate guvery-
ments, hostito tarifls, and diverse currencies Nova
Scotia, witly all the uatural resources it posressed, had
tats population of 850,000, and was wWithout rauway
communication even with the adjuivimg prosvince;
that Now Brunswick, with its trade ~ cribbed, cabined
aad conlined’” by the Custvm-houscs ot Nova Scotia

on onn sido, and of Canada on tho other, had but

Soaanr tubiabitants, and that Canada, with ait s
pravperity, was without direct access to tho occan for
tse months fn the year, and had to depend during
that period upon a rail\va]y thruugh a tureign, it not o
nval Stato for her postal commuuications with the
mother country. although tho construction of 40
miles of railway from Truro, in Nova Scotia, to Riviese
@a Loup 1y Canada would completo an unbroken fino
of raliway from 1ialifax, on the Atlaatio, to Sarma, st
s foot of Lako Huron--somo 1400 mites, ~when thego
facly wera laid before them, thuy would not bo sur

prised to learn that the represeatatives of all these
coluntes met together at Quebee, upon thae invitation
of the Governor-(eners] of ('anada, in 1864, to inquire
wlen tho best intorest of all could bo promoted by
mnhing them under one governmoent and legislation.
The common accord which was arrived at by that con.
ferouco was brought about not merely b{ tho prospect
of some commercial advautages, but aleo by the in.
fluence of o common dangor  fhe chnoglug state of
afliirs on tho continent of America warned them to
adopt such measures as would not only enable them
to co-aperata better for tho support of euch other, but
#lso to ask moro confidently the aid of the parent
state  They had heard a great deal of Fenianism, but,
in his opinton, a greater danger to British America
oxuted in the deslro of the peopla of the United States
to obtain posecssion of these colonfes. It was not
moml{ tho conelderation that the colonists should nid
them in bearing their present burdons but the desire
fo avold the inconvenienco and tho contrast affurded
by tho free-trade Bolley in British America, which
was being steadily built'up in opposition to the pro.
tection sy~tem {0 operantion in tho Unlted States, that
led the people of that country to wish for the annexa-
tion of the colonies  Confederation would at ence
Rive, by the construction of a hink of 400 miles of rail.
way, ah tubroken rail from Haltfax to Lake tluron
Lo the west of Usnada lay the great Red River and
Saskatclhicwan country, and 1005 miles of raill would
carry them trom tho wostern shores of Lako duperior
through Columbis to Vancouver, oti the Pacitic, and
open up & great highway to China aud Japan ucross
tho portion of tho American continent now owned by
Great Britgin, and cqual in extent to the whols area
of the Unlted States, aud through a country as fertile
and possersiug 88 good a climate as auy portios of tho
giobe  Bat there wasanothor not unimportant feature
of this question  British Amoerica, possessed of price-
lesy tishiertes, now owted 90w vessels, repreeentin
more than 8 miillion tons. Conld Britain, which
] d & proud pr inence as mistress of tho seas,
afford to sce not only tho entire continent of Ameriea
held by oue puwer, but the atready formidablo mariue
of the Umted States tncreascd by ruch an acquixition
as this, The hon gentleman went on to say that ho
might be asked whether British North America could
be dotended  Ho betloved it coutd  Its four millions
of people could produce from four to six hundred
thou<and men to protect their common «o0il, and with
casy and rapid Intercommunication from one cud of
the country ta the othier by rail, and the support which
thewr own exertions warranted them fn asking trom
the mother country, ho thought that once united, they
would not only avoid defeat, but be secured trom any
attack Hewasconvinced that had confederatiou been
accepted by the Maritime Provivces when first pro-
gosvd in 1864, the Reciprocity Treaty ~ould not have
een abrogated, nor would the Fenians have been mad
cnough to attempt an invasiou; and he would be
surprised 4 twelve months atter tho consummation ot
confederation did not bLring the Awmecrican Govern-
ment suing for o renewal ot the {reaty  To the ques-
tion whother tho peoplo of the colonies desired this
union, he would answer most emphatically they did,
and he was |Ivro ared to {:im tho 1ullest evidence on
that point. In Canada, all parties and classes wero so
united on this point, that when It \vaslf)roposed that
the union should not bo consutomated unti) 1t had
been seterred to the people at the polls only nineteen
members cuuld bo found to voto to that effect In
New Brunswick, where tho people were hostite before
the question was uuderstoood, au_appeal to them a
year siter resulted in the return of 83 members pledged
to confederation, and but uﬁm in the whole provinca
opposed to it. In the legislaturo of Nova Scoti,
whicl well represented thi¢ education, intelligenco,
wealth and industry of the country, the resolution in
favour of confederation was carried in the Assembly
by a ma;onzy of 31 to 19, and tn the Legisiative Counn-
cil by 13te 6. Ho was therefore warranted in saysug
that this great change n their institutions would not
only ynito them i tho bonds of security and pros.
Eent.y, brading thom sl closer to the parent state,
ut would obtain the cordial concurrenco of the great
v0dy of the people of Brittah North Americe
Hon Mr TiLLEY was the noxt speakor. Ha said
that was tiot tho first ine ho 1ot the Assvciation. 1o
was in England in 1801 when it was formed  In that
year the dolegates from British America sought assist~
auce from tho lmperial overnment towards the con.
struction of the Intercolunial Raiinay to the extent of
260,000 per anuumt. ane half the interest of the estis
mated cost. In tlis etfort they taled. In 1862 the
colonics undertook its construction, assutilng aif the
cost, and sumply ashed the guaranteo of tae Imperial
Goverment for the sum necessary to build the road.
tie would notsoon forget the interest that was shown
at that time by the members ot this assoCiation in tho
object of that mission, and tho satiztactivn manifested
Ly them when tho Government acceded 10 tho request
of the delegation. Circumsiances, to which he nced
not refer, had prevented the comnencemnent of that
important work, and one of the reasons why he, in
common with a large majority of tho peopie ot the
Marstime 1’rovinces, was 8o anxious tosccure tho ution
of the Brnitish North Amencan Provinces was that
there now appeared na ofher way ot scCuring i1ts eariy
contsteuctionr  In & paper presended to the Impenal
uovernment by tho delegates in 1561, it was shown
that for the defence of thosze pruvivces thus road was
an gbsolute necesaity , with it, truops cuuid be thrown
mto Canada from England in ten days, wauhout it,
commuuication conld readhily be cut otl with Lausds,
and tho resutt could not bo other than dirastrous; with
this ratlway completed, the culunies, mided b{ tho
British Governmount could bold thewr grouud shouid
unhappily any diflicnities occur with their Amierican
negtyours or with any other power. (Hear ) Lanada,
Nova neotia, and New Bruuswiok had, atter mature
deliberation. declded that it was their interest to bo
upited. The-Canadian delegates would soon be in
fondon, and e had not yev abandoned the hope ot
having delegates from Newloundisnd and lrivce

Edward Island upon the meoting of Parliament, au.
thorized to confer with the Imperial Government upon
tho terms of their admisston,  krom the unofliclal ice
terviews had with members of the Government, and
di with Vers of Parltament of all shades
of politica sinco their arrival in Englond, ho bad no
donbt that, if the dolegates themselves a&zrood upon &
policy. all parties in this country would meet them
more than hatf wai' —would, indeed, give them their
corih.] support. fear, hear } Ho folt axsured that
the delegates would agree, and he had no teeling but
that of entiro confldence in the early consumma\ﬁm of
the proposed union. {Cheors.)

Hon" Mr ARCHIDALD also responded. o sald
that theore wero many leatons which might be Jearnt
from the history of tho United States, and thero was
one which ouglt to have beon learnt long ago,~the
effect of striking down the barriers which, before the
revolution, obstructed the development of their trade
and commerco. WWlile tho thirtcen provinces wero
divided {from each otlier by hostilo tariifs, by autago-
nistic policies, by Jeatons rivalries, thefr trade was
hampered ar ts that of the British North American
provinces now. But the sioment & new constitution
made the thicteen States one country, thelr progress
was most rapid  Tho mbhabltants ot the provinces
might long since have taken a lesson from this, and
might havo scen that thelr svstem impeded targely the
development of their country. But the queatfon was
Now not one that depended on commercial consideras
tiong It had paseed trom tho domain ot a comumercial

uestion to one of political necewity, The mument
that thirty millivns of our neighbours had changed
thelr national character—tho moment that they ceased
to bo farmers, and miners, and manutacturérs and
mechantes, and iad become one of the greatest mili-
tary powors in tho world, onr position was ontirely
changed and the provinces inust cithor confederato or
be swallowed up in the great Amorican repubtic The
Foopln of the provinces lhad uo desire to be absorbed.

t way their wisht to retatn the connection with this
couuntry, and they hoped to lind in the confederation
they wery sceking such & moditieation ot therr fustitu-
tions as would most certainly assuro their safety and
their progress—as would gincc side by sido with tho
democracy of tho United States the more tempered
liberty of Britsh inatitutions. (Lond cheers)

‘The Hon. Mr Cuaxprk, an fudependent member
of the l.egislall\'o Councit of New Brunswick, alo
returnedtianks  He felt a pesubar degree of satfsfac-
tion in doing so, because circumstances nocessitated
tus almost dmmediate return to the Brtish North
Awericau _provinces, and ho would be able to report
that tho delegates from Nova Scohia and New Brunss
wick had been received wath marked attention; and
the feeling of Her Majesty's Government, as well as
of the Upposition, was with them, and that, all
things courldered, they might fairly consider thoir res
ception as an earnest of success in tho great entorprise
they had in hand.  (Cheers )

The CuarryMax, in highly complimentary terms,
{rupusod * fhe Goseruor-General of Canada and tho

feutenant-Goveroors of Her Majesty's colonies,”
coupling with the toast tho uname of Governor
Hincks of British Guiana,

Governor HINCKs, whio was reccived with loud
cheers, said he felt g difliculty in saying a word on the
important subject which had gathered them togethor,
after the able and enthusiastic speeches thoy had Hs-
tened to But as an old resident in Canada, bo conld
remember when the legislativo union between Upper
and Lower Canada was much less likely than the pro.
posed Contederation. How well that liad worked for
the two countrics they all knew, and lie was suro that
the geatlemen who had accepted the deep responsi.
hility of promoting the federation of all our colonies
would wegh well all the dutttculties in the case and

rovide for a due representation aud balancing of all
intorests  Ho could limseif appropriately support
such a measure, becauso tho colony of which e was
Governor was, in fact, an amalgamation of the threa
coloniex, (Hear) If he might be permitted to offer
ono WOrd it was this—that there was & constant ten-
dency on the part of the statesmen and the press of
Great Britain to utter remarks to the effect that they
were willing, most wiliing, to have the connection be-
tiveon ¥ngland and her colonies terminated Nov,
Canada would never separato from Great Britain by
tho unanimous wi b of her juhabitants  1f she over
separated, it would be by tuo act of a party- they
would bo oppsed by another party, and theteparation
would not take place without bloodshed There was
a party in British America—y Farty passionately at-
tached to republican priucipfes—which wished to
overthrow[monarchy in Canada and unito the country
to tho Umted States It was a great mistake for Eng-
lishmen to give countenanco t a party of this king,
and by so doing increase the dificulties caused to the
fuyal peaple of Canada by the lawless marauders that
were now threateving its frontiers  (Cheers )

Ar WATKIN, M. ¥, propoced *Tho bealth of
the Execntive of the Colonial Office, coupling with
tho tonst the names of Sir Frederick Rogers and Mr.
Blackwood, to whoso far-sighted knowledge and con-
stant indudstrf he attnbuicd the maintenance in
20 friendly 9 <pirit of the good undermayding between
tho colonieg aud the motlier country

Sir Frederick Rogrua briefly returned thanks

The bealth ot the Chairman was then proposed to
which he briefly ox&ym.«od bis acknuwiedgments, say-
g that ho regarded tho coutederation of the British
I\urt!’x Amesican 'rovinces as now an almost f.i¢ ac-
compls.

The last teast, proEosod by the Hon 3r. Turrer
was ** The health of the Precident, Vice-I’resident and
¢ ouncil of the British North American Association,™
connected with tho names of 3Mr. Benson and Mr
uillespie

These genticanen having responded,

The company almost immediately afterwards retired
to tho drawing-room to Haﬂako 0l toa, and separated
sbout eloven o'clock, well pleased with the ovening's
gratifylag procecdings.




