THE
MORE LABORERS.

More reapers for the harvest white,
For ~hich the Master grieves;
S{rong hands to bear the sickle bright i
And gather In the sheaves.

More loyal, 'oving hearts to seck
The souls that grope in night,
More tender hands to lift the weak

Ard lead tham to the light,

Lord of the rip‘ning fields, we pray,
As thou didst bid us do,

Send of thy children, day by day
More luborers good and true.

Nerve thou, with strength each falt'r-
ing heart,
Our shrinking taith uphola,
And give us each to bear our part
To bind thy sheaves of gold.
—Selected.

FIELD STUDY f’OR AUGUST.

FRICA, “the Ureat D:ul\ Continent,” so recently
marked on our maps “unC\plored” or “Sandy
desert.” with its three great barriers against thel

entrance of the Gospel, namely, slavery, super;tltlom
and the religion of fslam, is now showing wonderful’
signs of Christian light, and opening its ‘Qoors to the
heralds of salvation. The very antiquity of this count-
Ty appeals to cur veverence; this continent that shelter-,
ed Abraham when driven by famine from Canaan, which
nurtured Jacob, and afforded shelter to a greater than
Abrahamm—the land of the Cyrene, who bore the cross
of the world’s Redecmer.

This vast continent, with an area equal to North and
South America combined, and a population of 200,000,
000, or, more than three times the United States, is re-
cchoing the cry, hcard of old by Paul, the Apostle,
*Come over and help us.”

Africa is no longer an unknown territory, for the
explorations of the last thirty years have revealed
Africa almost as thoroughly as the discovery of Colum-
bus revealed America. Livingstone, Schweinfurth, and
lastly, Stanley, have opened up the country from “salt
sea to salt ses,” and now the missionary may go where-
tver he will.  Alas! how great is the need when we think
that there is only one ordained missionary lo every
300,00 people, and one yvegion, whose population ex-
ceeds the United States, is without a missionary at ali
Still the work is not without encouragement, and now
it is estimated that there are in all about 3,500,000

Christians.  The first missionary to Africa was sent hy
the Movarian Society in 1737, George Sehmidt, who
landed in Cape Town, and dm'mu' the cleven years in
which he was permitted to labor, ;mthu‘ul around him
a little group of fifty Christians. Following him came
Vauderkemp, Moffat, Livingstone and Mackay. until
now there are 1,800 foreign missionaries and 200 native
ovdained pastors and 500 mative teachers. Dut this
work is chiefly in countries Dbordering on the coast.
Millions, probably, in the interior have never yet heard
the story of the cross, and are to a great extent canni-
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FALM- BRANCH.

XlDals,
. ) K] ion of King Hodge, the big ruler of the Grebos, and
S'\buut forty ol his people.
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Bishop Taylor has reported recently the convexs-

’l‘heee have built a Motth
st ehureh on their own account.

The condition of girls and women in Africn is a very
hard ene.  They are married at the age of twelve or
even younger, and are literally almes all their lives.

FPhey must work in the fields, doing the hardest work,
dwhile the men spend theim time eating, drinking ana

sleeping.  Added to this is the eruel practice of wife-
beating.  1n no heathen country are women more ignor-

ant, vicious and utterly degraded than in some partx of
Africa. A man may have as many wives as he can af-
ford to buy, and a girl has no parl in the choice of her
husband. buw]v we, whose girlhood is so sheltered,
and whose womanhoad is so honor«.d should 1enmml)vr
in love and pity our dusky sisters in far-off Africal

One of the greatest drawbacks to missionary work in
Africa is the rum traffic, which, sad to relate, has been

gintroduced by the very same ships which bore our mis-

sionarics. liottentots and Kaflirs are alike destroyed
by the thousand by this curse. Let us pray that so-
cnllcd Christian nations may see the evils of this traftic

kand cease to inflict it on &ic poor, ignorant African.

¢ he Jew is the most remarkable character in the
‘world to-day. Whenever we sce a Jew we look upon
'him as a renresentative of the race that rejected and
‘crucified our Lord and Master; and all through the
‘centuries that have intervened since that sad tlme he
has stubbornly adhered to his ancient faith, and still
worships (lod according to the Mosaic ritual. There
are about 10,000,000 Jews in the world to-day, scattered
{hroughout Turope, Africa, Australia and America.
'l‘\\'ent\-u"ht American missionary societies are con-
ducting work ameng them with varied success. In
gome instances the missionaries suffer persecution at tha
Tands of the Jews, but in other places many are accept-
ing Jesus Christ as the true Messiah and the Redeemer
of Tsrael. AL C.W.

QUESTIONS FOR AUGUST.

What arc the three great barriers to the Gospel in Africa?
and what are the signs now?

What is said of its antiquity?

What is said of its arca and population, and what is the cry
that comes to us?

How and by whom has the countrv heen opened up to the
missionary?

In what proportion is the missionary to the people?

Is there any cncouragement? Ilow many Christians there
now?

Who were the first missionaries to Africa?
there now?

Has all Africa then heard the story of redemption?

What has Bishop Taylor reported lately about King Ilodge?

Will you describe the condition of women and girls in
Africa?

How docs it compare, in this respect, with other heathen
countries?

What can we do for our sisters in Africa?

What is one of the greatest draw-backs to missionary work
in Africa? “What canwe do?

What is remarkable about the Jews?

How many Jews in the world to-day, and where are they?

Is any missionary work done among them?

Do any of them accept Christ?

How many



