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strong-minded ister. Indeed 8o well assured is "l flected upon her,—how 2ealously they have served : to reply, l_ost some ono ¢lso should be before him,
this lndy of her power, that she does not scruple, Ihm-, and how lovingly they hiave lived and worked | —** especially my aunable sister here,”—pointing
if the hnmonr takes her, to assumo the imperative  together,—all the world knows; “utail the world ; to Verb,—++ the would-be fiead of the family, who
mond, when she ean exhort and command with nn " does not know, that thero was, once upon a time, ) seems to imagino that she has nothing to do but

autharity that @eneral Noun would attempt to:
wicld in vain.  But—to hier praiee bo it reconded |

varys i
—in whatever mood she may he—she never lnses

sight of or fuils to promote, the best interests of '
tho family . .

Tho portly Mr. Adjective is confessedly the Se.
vant of this lettered cirele.  Early giving evidence !
of u literary turn, he wus allowud, in accordunce
with his natural inclinations, to devote limselt’ to
Historieal stwdies; a rich tield, i which, neting’
in concert and ngreement with Noun he has wn
unfading urels.  Noun had done his best, hefure
Adjectives time, to distinguish himself in this
ficld: but though he had attempred innel, owing
to the pancity of his resources ane *arren con-
ciseness of his style, he had accomplished litle,
But since joined by Addjective. whose graphic
powers the elder brother was not slow to perevive
and apprecinte, their united Jubours have been
eminently surcessful.  Noun gathers themateial,
and Adjective works it up; the one discoversand
natues things. and the other descrilies them.

Miss Adverh is equally attached amd service.
able to her sister Verh Havingitle character off
hier own, she never attempts to act but in connexs |
fon with vome one clse,—usunlly with Verb, '
though vcensionally with Adjective and Participle. |
And yeot, thoeugh she never thinks for hevsetf, she
never agrvees with them, maintaining their seati-
ments always with somo qualifieation,

Pronoun, one of the youuger children, is a

smart, nimble lad, whose vivacity and personal

accomplisluents make him a universal favourite
He is perlisps n little vain and egotistienl; and
little wonder, for no member of the family has

J to a fine pass

, nfled with in this manner,

"a qnarrel mmong them that hed well nigh mude ayy to command, and mo to obey.”
“sad breach in the fumily, 4 And my annble Lrothier, here,”—broke in
They bl been engaged in an unusually diffie  Adjective,—*¢ wlo<e pretensions aro not n wlit
"calt piece of work, —attempting to supply an e dess lotty ov ridiculouy” —
telligible cxpression of unintelligible idens,— . And my’'—
which had taskerd theiv powers and paticuce to < Silenee U conmmanded thoe mother.
“the utmost; and when the anthor,—a fapons Yot nedy my cluldren?  But 1 necd vot ask,
tran<cendentalist.—wloun they had tried their U8 evadent you nve besido yourselves. What in
hest to serve, cvmplained that they Lad doae han the world has happened to put you in such an
injustice, nul accused thet of want of capneity, o unwonted passion nud set you so wickedly aganst
it put them io asery bad hwneut, and in thew  each other?  Verb, whatas the meamunge of your
“murtification and chugrin, they began each to tay . brather’s acemsation?  Cap you have torgotten
the blame of the Gilure apon die other  Thus, as | thet Lam the mstress us well as mother of you
will readily be suppuozed, did not very much mend il 2"
the watter, *1 am sure™ <omewhat salkily veplied the
Nen snid be was confident ho hnd given the , danghter, 1 should not have spoken as 1 dd,
right name to every ides presented, but if Addjec- |, ot For the msutferable nies o brother, who bears
tive failed in deseribing, —as ho was sorey to gay  binself tovands us as 1t we were all b anteniors
sometimes happened,—or Verb anperteetly ex. and depualents 5 whea every one kunws that my
pressel him, or neglected toags e wotli Lim, what  positionan the tauuly 13 as honenvable mnd ueetul
could he do? as his.  Certninly aff any thing is to he done ov
s cgree with you!™ vetorted Verb, <Ay if | enflered for the comnon goml, my sevviess are in-
had nothing to do but to ageee with you!  If 1, dispeasable,  Not o sentence can be wtteved, or
mistake nut 1 zometimes yovern you; and when | - solitary action performed without my help.”
am in the mood forat, tuere ixnot une of you that + O really I excluumed the gray-hared eldest.
1 caunot command, nor that dave disobey me,” ¢ Was there ever such nssurance! A anghty
0! indeeed ! exelaimed Muss Interjection, «help you are tome! 1 e never acted withwut
« 1 should like to seo you opdering meabont, Masgs you!l  Nothing was done, of course, nnd no
Impwlence! Lloily toity 1 but thangs have come, thought expressed, before the birth of hev Ihgh-
! {1ness!
¢ They have indeed M—putin Adjective, swel- ., ¢ To hear Verb and Noun talk,” Adjective now
ling with indignntion,—¢* wheu chavacter can be (seized the opportunity of sayg, *one would
A beautaful return - think all the rest of us were nowhere. I believe
Noun makes me for the services I have rendered 1 am not quite a ciphier in this fumily, nor alto-
him. You all know—ant least Vorb and Interjec. o gether unscrvicenble to my titled brother; and

“Are

.~

e

contributed so much towards simplifying aud fa- ' tion know-—what a puor. insigmficant fellow ho yet he affects to louk down upon me s an imbe-
cilitatine its labours, and giving grace and refine-  was until I distinguished him by deseribing and .« eile dependent. I hiave hialf & mid to allow hiwm
ment to its intercourse.  Noun finds him soI in- culogisng his before unknown properties and jto try the expernnent of attempting to do without
walunble nn assistant, that he quite wmonopolises [ virtues.” I} me.”
his time, having deputized him to actin his stead &« Jou distinguish me! Whom, pray, modest s **And of conrse,” ivonienlly put in Miss Add-
in » vaviety of important offices, all of which the  gir, do you belong to 2 Jielpless itubeerle that you o verb, *sister stands v no need of my help! She
youth fils with great credit to himself and im- ape, —unable for the litc of you to stand alone.”  would be very truthiul and never streteh things
mense relief to his brother, despatching with case |« [can stand alone though, mighty sir,—voci- if [ was not at hand to modify her extravagant
a vast amount of work, which that dignified gen- ,;fcmtcd little Pronoun,—+ and 1 must tell you to 1statements?”
tlewnn, before taking Pronoun into lus sevvice, . your face, that your vast importance is to ben  Muodest Miss Pavticiple thought, notwithstand.
got through with in a very clumsy aud unsatis- ~found chiefly in—your own estimation.” jing some folks' pretensions, that her brothers nnd
fuctory imnnner. b And I tell wou, Verb, despito your demineer. » sisters would hear her wituess that she sometimes
Miss Participle seldom ling mll]'Ch to;lo orto my.ll ing ways,” added ber highly offended younger:, did something ; shio dul not claim to do n great
but is never wanting nor unwilling when required

to act in connexion with Noun and Verb,

sister, Miss Adverb, *that we are ax necessary o deals but she thought it a dittle unkind to say she

to you. as you #re (o us,

conue; : It is well known, with ! did nothing.
Preposition is of a ph losophic taen, and by ac- ' yonr sweeping manner of speaking, what a pre- i

450 itas, Partey! so it is " sxclaimed lnlf-a-

curately nscertaining and unobtrusively indicuting 11 gipus reputation you wonld soon make for your-;dozen voices. <+ You do all that is reguired of

the mutunt relations snd dependencies existing solf, if I wag not by to qualify your reckless as- ‘il you, nnd give yourself no airs about i, enher.”

between different members of tho family, contri- ||

butes not o little fowards its harmony and offi-
ciency.
nor, like Verb, presumes to command hig fellow-
Iahourery, though he is known often to govcrnl
them,

Migs Conjunction occupics a still more modest
place.  She never sceks to govern, nhor strongly

for the good of all.  What she most dreads, is'
divistion; what <he most desires, union. Her:
mission i3 pence; her one great thought and
work, to keep tho family together.  Wherever
there is danger of alicnation and separation, there
immeduately she takies up her post, and at once
the danger is past.

Master Article, the youngest of the children,
thougti uf touder years and snall of stature, bas
his specific duties, and in the faiv.lul discharge |
of them, contributes his full share towards the
general ucefulness and bappiness c” the family.

Such i3 u brief description of the -ten children
of this happy tother.  What houor they have re- |

He never fillsa conspicuons place among, !,

l der wminod,” added Noun,

sertions,”
1« Paor thing !" retorted Verb.
dulges in Superlatives,”

« She never in-

| tion,

“ Maother,”—cxclnimed Pronoun in a very con-
sequentinl manner, now that the tempest had so

vfar subsided that his slender voice could be heard,
« Ah! the shrew again,” exclaimed Interjee- n—** 1 aw divgusted with brother Noun!

i{eve
have I worked and slaved for him eversince I was

«« And in any thing but a passive voico or ten-: born, and yet ho does not scen to know that there
jtis such n person in existenco.

I have n preat

. 1 ¢ Or dispusition to ngree with anyhody. or ex- »aiind to qust his service and abandon o fumily
attaches herself to ary one, but sitently Inbours ' press any thing, but her own imperious will.”— | where it seems I am without apprecintion.”

s [mperial, you mean,” interrupted another.
“Wg are all, it scems, under petticoat govern-

f{ ment ”

And go the quarrel, like most other quarrala, .
went on from bad to worse, till, in a frightful
passion, unablo to gain a hearing from each
other, and almost rendy to come to blows, they
rushed in a disorderly manner into the presence
of their aatonislicd parent.

s Mother, mother!" exclaimed a confusicu of
voices.

« My children! what s the matter? Haveyou
lost your scnses ?”

¢ Pray let him go, Mother,—the viin upstart !
As if he was necessary tome!  Idid without him
ence, awd dare sny—tnough [ may have to work
u little harder—shall de very well without him
aguin, Besides, the conceited fellow is constuntly
coming between me and persons whose ncquaint-
ance 1 would be glad to cultivate. Do let him go
—the silly egotist {”

¢Noun, Noun! This fram you, my first-horn
son,” cried the grieved mother. ¢ 1« this thoex-
ample you set beforn the younger children, and
this the return you make for the reslly valuahle
sorvices of Pronoun? Have you forgotten the-

I believe they have mother,” Noun was quick

embarrassments in which you were constantly



