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"Soiuthitîg %vu'irit, not gotud <o set',
Ilii to itîy tlircaihu!ld coaule

.A. raî'eu oti a bEglh.ed trou,
Is croti:tg litutr iliyliio"

Vhîiie tlieo iliattet'» 'iero oeccupyîugf te
attention cf te Kensinugton lîouseîoid, te
Austwicke woods were putting on titeir funll
autuinnal spleîîdor, anud te litUce faîry, 'iîlîose
coîiîing ta drauwa into a tatugle the fr-ail
tIlra of lier Autit Hotior't3 inttentionus, wt'as

e njoYi"t' their sylvaut beauty like a %vooti
nyllph. Tîtus day by day Passeti, and founit
te Jady of the &'hace undeci<led as to lier'

course, andt titerefore lit Ltites uîîtottîfortabie.
A state o! <loubt, witlî a restless conscience,

is trying, yet tie days sped fixst enitoglu; foi-
'i'ihat loucely life coutit mesist te eliariti o!
lîaving a coîtîpanion %viîo cotubixîcti all tutat
'ias winnhîtg iu the grace o! dhildhood wiitît
ail thtat wtt» fascinatiiig in te intelligence o!

ripr years ? MVletiter the staîtely Miss
Hooria was won te te woeiis by te littie

creature wivîon she loved, and gratifieti by
allowing lier te sendt pre.sents o! superabuitt-
n ganie, and who in lier turn tripped daily
at lier auits side, utterinug lu te sweetest
voice the prettiest fancies aîbout te couîntry
siglits and sountis, wivhti site eîîjoyed wii
the keenest yet-so titat iL wiias lier erraîd to
sec the tinîte one day, or to watci te suinset
another, or to gatier ferns oui a titird- -alwa.ys
te staiti lady o! forty-five found liersel!

ailureti forth by the littie drysti. Andt nit

evcng wlieon the legs 'it-ere put .oit the old-
fashioned_ litartis tat nîo niodern fire-grate
in any rmoin ini the oid Hall luat been permit-
Led te dispiace, andi "lTruc," as lier autît calleti
her, 'ias tiaking the lengtiening iihts pies-
saut 'iitit lier bird-like wiarblingrs, or croit
inore musical pootie readings, Ltte speti oit;
aud te northern journey, for 'iviiciî tie port-
manteau baid been packced, 'ias mnore listant
titan ever front becotniuîg a reulity.

Peritaps, wlten people are untiecideti cxactly
ais to witat course te take, tlîcy arc giaud o! an
interruption tîtat postpoîtes te necessity for
action.

To resrt to wiriting, as a substitute for
muore activ'e effort, liad mnore tit eonce occur-
red to Miss Austwiicke ; for wlrien site retireti
tW lier cîaib.er, teon lier tinfiilcld promnise
tu-oubieti ber, sud evcry niglît sain a î'solui-
C.Dn fornmed tat ovcryv morning dissiplated.

Sererai tintes hll Gertrude a'skcd lier luit
about the uncle whom site liati nevcr seen, and
wiîose deat seeti, to lier young imagina-
tion, so sali.

"«To land ouly to due' To conte honte oniy
te lind a grave " 'ias lier contunenit, titat
Nvould ne doubt bave becu cularcget on, but
lier fine tact toid ber iL was distasteful, t lieor
auîît, However, as (3crtrnde '%ias a great,
lettcr-,irriter,,she sent pagesq o! feelings audn
fauucies on te subjeet te lier patrents, wite, if
titey rendi lier episties-ihicli 18 doubîSui-
w'ere more likel.v to bc amused titan affected ;
certainiy ):rs. hiasil trade no pretence to great
'kindreti Vympaflîles. Site reg«ulateti the dge
of lier iniotion ls a well-bred persout siouuld,
aud resented. as a culpable ceccoittricikv. Czip-
tain Auistinickt coîniug îînexpectedly frein
Indus.. SI îieitiicr parent cliccked Ilte
chiid:" as Uliey calieti lier, for writing ais site
diti. "'Truc Nvas a clever =reture. andi, Nvitl

peu or tongue, wvould havo lier say." More-
ovr biey quitte approvcd lier hnving gone te

te Chuame Somne ides, taL Miss Auistwicke
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iiiîcglit be itîducetd to tisk fuir Gtrtrtide en» lier-
,iilietie liati oceturred to tute youing ladys

tîuîn.who -ivis far more iîîterested about
lier three great coitnely boys titan lier tiîîy
dav--hter, pret.y andt <lever lis she wits. AIl
the love duit Mrs. Bi3sil hîîd ever feît for lier
feiniiiiîe oflpring, hia( been cotîcetîtrateti on a
sister, threi' yeaî's the' junior of Gertrude, %vhio
iiiherîted so couipletcly the features of the
iitea4ilia.it.t'-ls a Dunoon in coin-
))lexioi, grrowth, ii, lihclieekl bones iicluded-
t1lat, whiîle site live1, little '1'iue liati b 'cii
qulite crist into the' shitide. But the' nîotîer's
idol wtt» broketi, wvhile as yet iîînbleiiiislied by
te inftluence of favoî'itisin. A baby boy, the
tird son, caille sooti aftcr tu sootite the
iiother; ant iq this, the youngrest, %%,as now
seven ycars old. Gertrude liati a certain con-
sideration, ais the only daugliter of te fainily,
notte but lier inother retaiining any unpleasaut
recolleetions ini conuectioti Nvith the child.
It w'as not likely Mrs. Basil Austwicke could
cntirciy forgot tiiat the autunim whlîi first
grave littie (Gertrude to lier arms liati becîx a
ittie of sucli tian"er to lier own lîealth that
$he hllt beenl olligedý, by lier phîysiciaî's,
ativice, to resort to a mnilder cfimate, and hiad
Nvinterecl ini Madeira, tingic lier eldest boy
%'ith lier, andi leaving lier baby, G)ertrude, in
thte charge of an olti andi valucti Scottisli
iîurse-acircuîîîistanicto'tvlichl soxue observers,
andit it nmay hc the citilti lierseif, attributeti i
certain kind, of indefitîlte coldncss feit, ratiier
thian outwartily sliown, betîveen daugliter and
iniother. Noting %vould have shockcd Ger-
trude more titan any coinîrintt on titis colti-
îîess-she shutt out te thoug-lît froin lier
iitiiid; but the -:cry effort tliat site madie,
Nylhen at houlo for the hiolitinys. to Nvin her
îîîother's approval, and the long, eîithiusiastie
letters site wrote %vlieni away froni them,
diffcred froin the sw'cet, uncotiscious trust o!
iiidoubting filial love.

On the saine October evening tliat 3fr.
Hop? wvas pondering the future wvith, appre-
]tenîsion for otiiers iiore titan lilinseif, the
ehoes of Austwicke Clînce %vere rcsouifding
to te measureti trend of a m:îiî carrying a
plek. He -%vas a titin, hronzed, elderly nhait,
%vith wiîat is called a -wizcîîcd face-" Bis
scanty, asli-eolored hnir, Ilccked îvithi gre ,
that bleir about frcely, was te oilly thiig
titat looketi free about that cotiteriance, for
his features wvere al] pincieti together, as if to
conoînize space; anti the puckered skiii rounti

biinomut)' andi eves, wliicli drew titei ul ta
te sîillest compaxLSs, secîeli iteaxît, to iiiiposC'

caution in Vie onîe case, alla to incerense kecul-
xicss in the otiter: thoigli, as tie sînai, peor-
i og eyes %vere as restiess as tlîey 'ivere furti ve.
anti Vite itiail hînti a hiabit or asn tite
back o! his band ncross bis lips whiin lie wias
S oakin(r it NwaS not easy to get a vip'i or

týfeattures. Tlhe voicclike 'lite inaîi'sskin,
wvas dry anti liard: ni fron ]liq hrowni leg-
giing-s anti ruqty fustint garli to the siunuaiiit o!
hlis winkledl foreliia, the 'ivords tiîat lîest
indicat-et ]lis iorik 'ivere those liv wirli hte
wnrs ofteîi called, " Old Leathcry7.".

As this personage came downv te 'woodeti
glade that led tu the open Cluace. lie saw te-
fore Min twoi ladies-Uic <'1<er maiuitering
leisuirelv. the yntînger fiitt.ili- about aiolig
tie licatliery nol 1 amii, inaking littie nis
sîtld circuits, tripping back again. 1,..i li1u
oe>ide like n bird. The mîtun steppe c'llind a
large troc, put down is pack, andi laying tie
ba'k of one lîndt across lis scrcwçed-iîp nlotutli,
nrched the otluer over ]lis shnrii eycs. Ail

setiinetl tliti~ tu e-d 1le Iiiigeret ia
îî'lile as thte laiues. ivlioti oui' readis recogO(-
iie for Mliss AuisLtvicke andi litLle True,

quiekeuet their pac lioinoraîrd. Tlîoy
%wiîlkcd i<o colipietoly aioîig dite settiîug suit-
beuîtus' track, tliat lie cotulti trace tîteir figures

etîterei te grotundts of te Ihall , andt tiieti,
slîoitiriig lus paîck, Ilc Sturteti off alt a <uick

pace by a short, elit, andit ivett to tie baek
outrancee roundit b' te stAible,, andi tetce

cr.ta yard to th li'door of te iervjaits'
lhall.

A belieî'er in te E steî'u superstitionî of
the' £vil E c nuiglit have been piirdonied
foi' a feelinug o! feur, if lie hlt seuti titis uîîaîui's
stealthy approtîcli, lus wily glatîce ail atroutut,
anîd dieu te gatheriîug up o! ]lis p)ttkered
visage into aut obsequionus bcer, as lie softiy
lif ted te lateit. Wliat but evi1 Could suehl a
visiter brille ?

''Viu iaawk jois.ed Iî'inself for a auddeii aqîr'ng,
Wh'lile the itruttiiig sjaarrowvs kcjît twitturirg."

Gubbins wias seateti in thte servanute' hall,
yawuing a littIe ovor te olti newspaper thiat
lie was drowsily spelling out. The etitrauce
o! te stranger startîcti hit ; but. seeiuîg tce
pack, ini a liai! sîtitmbrous vioice the olti butier
grow'led out, '~, ne, youi'rc too late wi' yoitr
paek; 1 lots nîo ono iiutter doors arter--"

-Late 1'tis no fauit o' inte. Blame the
rail, and nt ine, mîy gooti sir. Mly good fricîtti
-l'vc reaisoxi to cal you so-I'd ]lave stayeti
at the station hiotel, or gonte on direct to WVitt-
chtester; but 1 tioN't Mistress Mart.in, (w ay
bc yourscl wad bc glati to sec te very best
groods I've liati titis ue 'ihilea"

'Mlarin inii nourning; but you clin conie
in. 1 didn't ait first just chance on wiuo you
was; you've been a jirecious long whrile away
frolil theate parts. Why yeni lookaS utuel tu
SazIeI-Olti Leatiiery by tnine, aund ()ld
Lettery by natur'; andi no ofreîce-nio
ofice 1 o

'l'lie anciett buLle. clîned ont~ a laearty
pletîtorie laugli asî lie inviteti the packiiian lu,
Wiîho, shillg ittonig antid itting( his pack dov,,
sait], iiusiiuuuatingiy, " Voit don't look inucli te
saune; you look wondlerfuily better."

"«AY, .LY' yoln and 1, illaybe. 'Il iust, out a
rooti fewisii of te youîig lins, thtof tiucyrc
tat ui in te stiri'nps, a inîuy on 'essi tiiere'»

nio keepiuîg 'ellt it titeir ileactee-. But they
1 luiat tioti e 't 'iiit te likes o' yoîi atîtt IV'

"o. utc; itot tiieýV. sir, Said the plaekiani,
crîi'niig lus Ilîouth a1 bac'k-lîanded 'ipie, andt
peeriîtg ail roundt te hall. Il Andt su good
Mistre.ss Martin is ln inouriiig-no lteur
fr'tid ?"I

-Wus itor thaît --that is, 1 lai k'now asq
Aie've ny <un frit-titis; its un' o' ti t falnily

Voit andt I andi the post, antd to go ntu fuîrtcr.
i iuttty siy so. 3Mustet' Ethatnuud 'ira aiways
f)tutlidisit, anti 1 doulit, )3îusttr Pc Lncv, his
sont, be te sainîe, andi 3hîtst&r Basîql'.4 înghlt,

ofa coutntry beîiîn uit tilt captain wns
a lailstiwick-q. erery bhum' on hit. HI&d IL

Ipecîî te one' (4) kep' it te oui place, if .4o bc
as hie'dl been boni nit the right tinte. lie
oughrlter a beent tit'hae . Buut tuer". C-111îte
martin. 1 853' vûe&s n. prettyi ,". Miistrüs.4i
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