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BEE" SWARNIXNG.

When bees increase so
that there is not room for
them all in the hive many
hundreds of them go off in
a swarm. This generally
takes place after 10 o’clock
in the morning. When they
leave their hive they seem
uncertain where to go 5 and
oftentimes they light upon
a branch of a tree where
they cling to each other and
hang down, forming quite
a large body as in the pic-
ture before the reader. Bees
are very industriousand very
useful. They make a great
deal of honey, oftentimes ¢
flying several miles during
the day to find flowers from
which they extract the sweet
to make their honey.

USE OF THE PEACGCK'S TAIL

The beauty of the peacock’s plum-
age was o theme of admiration in
the remotest times; and the bird
was sought after, as capable of ad-
dizg splendor to the magnifi.
cence of Solomon. The chief dis-

lay of this beauty arises from that
axrangement of long and gorgeous
feathers which spring from the space
between the region behind the the
wings and the origin ofthe tail; but
the use of this to the bird itself has
been asubject of doubt. At first
sight it seews to be no better thana
lwxuriance of nature, and an en-
cumberance rather thana benefit.
The action by which their splendor
18 outspread, has ulso been deemed
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an absurd manifestation of prids,
But men are imperf{ect interpreters
of the actions of aninials; and a
closer examinaticn of the habits of
this bird will afford ‘a d.fferent ex-
planation, The tail of the peacock
is of a plain and humble description,
and seems to be of no other use
besides aiding in the erection of the
long feathers of the loins 5 while
the latter aresuppiied at their insere
tion with an arrangement of volun-
tary muscles, which contribute to
their elevation, und to the other
emotions of which they are capable,
1fsurprised by a foe, the peacock
presently erects its gorgeous fear
thers ; and the enemy at once ber
holds starting up before him a.crea,



