A NEW YEAR

vou are, little Year. Did you come in

" the night,

in ln_v -flb:'l ?
yow did you find your way in before light,
sun shining ont overhead ?

h no
3 » rushed out of

d just like you, O so shining and slim,
he made his bow twelve months ago;
We al! said “ Good morning " politely to him—
It was manners, dear Year, as you know ;
And his hand was outstretched, and his eye
was not dim,
As he stood in his first morning glow.

had such a handful of days,
1 couldn’t expect, since he was not a
Lirk
‘d be chipper and cheery always:
story was mixed up with brightness and
mirk,

speak of him only with praise.

u, little Year, you are growing so fast,
i in the other Year's place,
dow that falls from the past
wppy New Year
As you trot at the century’s pace!

beer or whiskey. Prince
lid not know what he went there for, but
had seen the man go there so many
and, of eourse, it must be right, for

a man know better than a dog ?
aited outside the saloon
» out: when he
again. He spent a
! g y for these drinks that
{ him harm tead of good. He drenk
v the day, too, but Prince did not
that, and after he had drunk he
1 i was not as clear as it
not attend to his

lost his trade.

s would give up
1 & Temperance Club
ybon in his buttonhole,

for a drink of

8 not

Prince alws

know

1 his
A 1is

put a blue n
¢ that he was a temperance man, &

ye dog made him ashamed of his

former habits. How?
rinking he thought it would be wiser to
shun the saloon and go home by another
He, therefore, decided to go through

another street, were there are no saloor
Prince could not get used to this new routy
He would trot on ahead, and when he
came to the street in which was the saloop
weuld run on a few steps and then stop
and look behind him to see if his frieud
followed. When he found that he hadlg
gone on another street Prince would tum
and follow very slowly, as though he#
thought his friend had made a mistake and
gone the wrong way. Said Mr. Drew :

“ Prince reslly made me ashamed of my.
self, for he preached me & sermon on the
power of Habit every time he stopped to
see if I were going to the saloon.”

Prince still comes and goes with hig
master, and yet has plenty of time fo
frolies with Johnny. They are the best
of friends. Take my advice and be very
careful what habits you form. Do noth.
ing now that you will be ashamed of by
and by.

NEW YEAR'S DAY IN CHINA

The little children ir China have g
great time on their New Year’s Day. Itis
not the same day as ours, which all boys
and girls know is on the first day of
January.

Theirs comes on the sixth of February,
All the people in China make it a grand
gala day. Business is stopped for three day
and such mirth and feasting as they havel

Everybody gets cn & new suib, i
possible; even the very poor must have
on something new, if they borrow it forf
the occasion.

On the eve of New Year's Day fruits
and sweetmeats are offered to the old
year, that it may depart in peace; and
then the new year is ushered in with
great rejoicing.

Gongs, kettiedrums, dancing and sing-
ing follow unti: daybreak, when eve
door is closed, the streets are all desert
and a great silence come over everything,

All is very solemn now, where a little
time before all were so gay, for each house
must “take in the hew year to make
it familiar with the family.”

But as the day goes on, they change thy
programme, and concerts, theatres and fire
works are in order.

So you see that from the poorest child)
to the richest person the Chinese Ne
Year's Day is the best day of all the yea

THE SNOW PRAYER.

A little girl went out to play one da
in the newly fallen snow, and when sh
came in she said: “Mamma, I couldn]
help praying when I was out at play.”

“What did you pray, my dear ?”

“I1 prayed the snow prayer, mamn
that I learned in Sabbath-school: ‘ Was
me, and I shall be whiter than snow.””

What a beautiful prayer: And hereis
promise to go with it: “ Thoughy our si
be as scarlet, they shall be white as snow.

And what can wash them white, cles

When he gave up |

from every stain of sin? The Bibl
| answers : ¢ They have washed their robes
and made them white in the blood of t!
Lamb.”




