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The earth, upon which we move and
live, recognized Hîm in Hîs sufferings,
for, as thougli unwilling that sucb a
trageAly should be perpetrated on its
surface, it shook to its very centre, and

the sun iii the heavens stood appalled,
and refused to give its liglit during the

agony of its God. The rocks and the
veil of the Temple bore witness to Ilis
I>ivinity, for they were rent in twain,
and death and the tomb acknowledged
Ilis victory, for they gave up their
dead.

There is anotlîcr fetîre with regard

to the miraculous star, that should not
bce passed over without mention. It
led the Wise Men to Jeruisalem and
ihen disappeared. Saint Leo says that
the inanirmate star withdrew itself that
it miglit force the Magi ta have re-
course ta the lawful authority institnted
by God for interpreting the lloly
Seriptures and teaching the people.
There were the pontiffs, the scribes,
and the doctors of the Law, who had
authority to explain, from the oracle,
of the prophets, where îrnd when Christ
would lie bora, and thcy declared lie
was to be bora in Bethlehema. The
Magi, having complied with this
obligation. aad in oliedience ta the
directions received, set ont Oni their
journey, aînd thc extraordinnry guide,
that would flot direct thein where
ordinary means were ta be found, to
their great joy, weat before theni and
stood over tRie place wberc the Chili!
was bora.

We can hardly at this distant period
fu'ly appreciate the great blcssings lic.
stowed upon our fathers aad thrangh
them upon us, by beiag called to the
faith of Jesus Christ. With the
Christian religion every blessing lias
carne ta us, and wliatever reail sîîb.
stantial happiness we enj0y in the
present state of the world, we owe te

our Catholie faith. Te corroborate
this statement, we need but look back
ta the history of the pagan world, a
'world seething in its awn corruption.
Over its worst features we maust throw
the veil of oblivion, for a respectable
pen dlare not inscribe, aor offend the
seasibility of respectable readers4 hy
portrayiîîg, the imrnorality of a pagani
peaple. We mîust lie ehîoally silent
over their orgies in honor of their
favorite diviaities, who were no otiler
than the lowcst animal instincts of
humn nature deifled, and worshipped
îiy aiea fallea to the lowe- depths of
degradation. liven ait the present day,
what is the state of the nations wha
resisted the liglit of the Gospel aad re-
mained pagan ? Rt nay lc Sîîid tliat,
in these nations, pagan civilizatin did
not receive its highest develapnîcnt.
Let us grant the aliove statenacat, and
what doem, it prove ? That sucli nations
were not as enliglîtened as those wlia
received the Chr'istian religion. If it
proves anything, it proves too mach.
It shows tîmat the more refined and en-
liglîteaed pagau naitions had been, the
miore willing they were ta receive tRIe
iglit of Christianity, and the mlore

docile tliey werù ta subject thieiiselve4
ta the sweed yoke of the Cospel. But
is it truc that pagaaisn in its lîighest,
developmneat, in its progress in art,

sineaad literature, bronglit pence
and liapîîiness ta the niasses of the
people ? NVe acknowleclge tlîat Greek
and lloinîn geaimîs, the ;îroduct of the
God-like spirit in amari, even in sR)ite of
paganismn, gave ta tRie world great
generalg, great scuîptors anîd paiîîterq,
and grcat h istoriias1 aînd Iots. But
we do not acknowledge that the
senîptors or painters of' ancient Greece
or Rame were equal ta Christian
artists. It is truc the former produced
beautiful modeJs of nature, and in that


