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CANADIAN ECCLESIASTICAL GAZETTE,

* Lanty to meet together from time to time in Synods or Con-
“aoeation, e

Should nout the words © Leelusiasticnl affairs™ be defined—
what is utderstood by Leclesiastical affties—has the expression
a reterence to ductring, ur the form of prageror the ceremopial
of public worship—all these are Ecdosiastical affairs. It is'not
asy to foresce to what subjects and oljects such Synods or
Convaocatiu s might not attemipt to apply themsclyes as cuming
within the constructiva of Ecclesiastical affuirs,  Some Convo-
cations might understand that there are linits to their power
of regulation and management, which linits othier Cunvocations
might not acknowledge.

Ist Clause.  [ostead of being a mere negative provision that
no Laws shall be cunstrued to prevent, &c., this clause should,
I think, in a natural and plain manner authorize that to be
done which it is intended should be done.

“ Being declared bond ide members of the Church” seems
not an accurate form of expression—for heing disjunctive either
of the requisites must be taken to Le suilicicat.  What is a
declared Member of the Church?  Must any one be received
as a Member of the Church who declares himself to be such—
though he may never have attended one of her places of worship
orjoined in her service up to the moment that he declares
himself & Member, and claims upon that declaration to have a
vote in her Convocation. *“ Being regular communicants”
better, that is, according to the 21st Canon, every person com-
manicating thrice a year, a Canonical Test not unreasonable for
those admitted to legislate for the Church,

A honit fide Mewmber of the Church is not so definite as it
appears to be—who is to pronounce upon two houd fides ?
And what shall be the criterion ?  Morcover this fivst clause
makes no provision for calling the first mecting.  When and
how—or by whum, nor by any means clearly, who are to mect
or who is to preside.

What does ““by common consent” mean? If there is no
dissentient voice, there would be common consent, but if all
the Clergy vote one way or a majority of them, and all the
Laity or a mujority of them the other way, which opinion shall
prevail for the better conduct of their Ecclesiastical affairs.
The union of Dioceses should only be permitted under a Metro-
politan, aud include all under his jurisdiction.

The last three lines of the first clanse, “subject as at thic
“time in common with all other Religious Communions, to
“the authority of the Local Legislatures respectively, and to
“such Provisions as they may think proper to enact,” ure
intended perihaps to meet Sir John Pakington’s objections as
tending to make the Church dominant to a greater degree than
it has been hitherto—by giving to the regulations of the
Colonial Synods an authority supported by Parliament and so
beyond the contral of Colonial Legislation. Now instead of
these three lines it would he wiser, 1 think, to guard against
any supposition that such dominancy was intended, by insert-
ing in the middle of the clause some such words as these:—
Nor repugnant to any Law passed or to be passed by the Par-

Jiament of the United Kingdom. or by the Legislature of the
Colony within which such Dioceses are respectively situated.
2und Clause.  As it is here assumed that regulations will be
made for the trial of offending Clerks,—it appears desirable that
the Bifl shouid coutain a definite provision for the ercction of
a Court for the purpose of giving authority to the Bishops for
suspension or depriv 'tion of office an conviction of the offender.

3rd Clause. 'This Clause could be better framed I think, by 1

providing that no regulation so to be made should have power
to affect any person not being a Member of the Church of
England.

4th Clause. I would certainly leave Bishops, as now, to he
appointed by the Crown, or it any voice or control were intended
to be given to any authority within the Colony, I would pro-
vide for it in the act. I mean as to the point of voting, by
waom to be exercised, and how, and not leave it to bethe

:suhjoct of a regulation by a Colonial Convocation—and for
| obvious rcasons.  Some concession may he made to the Colonies
which provide for the becoming support of their own Bishops.
5th Clause. I would make the sanction of the Qucen,
t through her Principal Sceretary of State for the Colonies. or
 of the Archbishop of Canterbury, necessary to all regulations
| not clearly within the powers given by the Constitution, such
j sanction to be given or withheld within twelve monaths,—and
this if it werc ouly to preserse a wholesome link of unity and
¢ subordination, which Churchnen generally are not indisposed to
entertain, and because of its tendency to praduce uniformity.
6th Clause. I would provide that nothing should be dis-
y pensed with, which in England is indispensable for obtaining
urdination, unless it be something which is inapplicable to the
casc of Colonies,
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For vol. 3.—Messrs. W, Andrew and E. Turner, Mrs, Picrce.

——

NOTICE.

THE next stated Meeting of the CextraL Boarp of th:e Ciuren Sociery
will be held, D, V., at the National School House, Quebee, un Wednesday

18tk Jay, at two o'clock, P. M,
W. AGAR ADAMSON. D. C. L.
Seerctary.
Quebee, 26th April, 1853,

CHURCH OF ENGLAND
LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY OF LONDON,

Capital--One Million Sterling.

IxconrrvoraTED 1851,

CANADA BRANCH.
Patroxs:

The Right Reverend the Lord Bithap of Quebee,
The Honble. and Right Rev. the Lord Bishop of Toronto.
The Venerable the Archdeucon of York.

CoMMITTEE oF MayAGEMENT:

John Arnold, Esq., Chairman,

J. M. Strachan, Esq., Vice-Chairman,
The Honble Wm, Allan,

« « J. Hillyard Cameron, Q. C,
The Revd. Stephen Lett, LL.D,,

J. H. Hagarty, Esq, QC,

Jas, Lukin Robiuson, Esq.,

P. M. Vankoughaet, Esq, Q.C,

The Revd. Thos. S. Keanedy,

Joseph D. Ridout, Esq,,

Peter Paterson, Es?l
Secretary—Edward Taylor Dartnell.,

HEAD OFFICE—24 Kiog Street, East, Toronto.

THE success which has attended the opening of this Branch during the
l past year, has encouraged the Committee to appoint Sub-agents in the

leading Towns in the Province,

The Canadian Comunttee are autborized to accept proposals on approved
Lives without the necessity of consulting the London Koard.

Books of Rates, Forms of Proposals, and all other information, can be
had on application, either personally or by Letter, at the Head Office in

Toronto; or of
C. N. MONTIZAMBERT,
Agent for Qucbee,
Office at the Registry Oftice, Garden Street.
Quebee, 17th June, 1852.
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