32

TIE GOSPEL TRIBUNE.

would be nrecessary, beeause the law is, in iteelf, the] by Jesus bimself : and upon the principle whi
will of the Godhead, and God himself niist be uoholy|involve, he acted duringlhis minigh'y. ' which they

before his will can be.  And whatever God may over-
look in those who know not their duty, yet, when he

IL

reveals his perfoet law, that law canuot, from the na- THE TESTIMONY OF THE SCRIFTCRES THAT GOD DID THUS

ture of ita Author, allow the commission of n single
sin. But, besides, if its holinexs were not maintained,

man is so constituted that e could never become holy.'

Every change to a better course in man’s life mus-t he
preceded by a conviction of error—man cannot re-

prat and tarn from sin till he is conicted of sin in|uyee
yrepresents himself as a ransom for the soul ; as laying

himself, Now, if the boline:s of the law. as a standard
of duty, was maintained. man might thus be enlight-
encd and convicted of sin, until he has seen and felt
the Inst sin in his soul; and if the law allowed one
sin, there wounld be no way of convicting man of that

gin, or of converting him from it ; hewould therefore,
t

remain, in some degree, o sinner forever. But, finally

MAMNFEST NIMSELEF AS SUFFERING AND MAKIMG SELF-
DEMALY FOR THE SPIRITTAL GUOD OF MEN,

God was in Christ, says the Apostle, veconeiling the
world to Himself : that is, God was in Christ doing
those things that would restore to Mimself the obedi-
and affeetion of every one that believed. Chrigt

down his life for believers. Me i represented as
descending from an estate of the highest felisity ;
taking upon him the nature of man, and humbling

,hixme'ff even to the death of the ¢roes; a death of the

must excrugiating torture ; and thus besving the sing
of men in bis own body on the tree, that threugh his

and conclusively, it the holiness of the law was not' quqth God might be just, and the justificr of cvery onc

maintained, that sense of guilt and danger conld not
be produced which is necessary in order that man may

love o spivitunl Savionr. Jesus produced that condi-'

| that Yelieveth in Jesus.

It was thus, by a sclf-denial surpassing description
—by a life of labor for human goed, accomplished hy

tion by applying to the soul the authority, the claims, o;n4tans personal sucrifices. and tending, at every step,

and the sanctions of the holy law. It is impossible,
therefore, in the nature of things, for a sinful being to
appreciate God’s merey, unless he first feel his justice
as manifested in the holy law. Love jn the sonl is
produced by the joint influence of the justice and
mercy of God. The integrity of the eternal law,
therefore, must be forever maintained.

1low, then, could God manifest that mercy to sin-
ners, by which love to Himself and to his law wonld
be produced, while His infinite holiness and justiee
would be maintained?

We answer, in no way possible hut by some expedi-
e1t, by which his justice and merey would bhoth be ex-
alted.” If, in the wisdom of the Godhead, such a way
could be devised by which God himself could =ave
the soul from the consequenees of its guilt—hy which
e himself could in some way suffer and make self-
denials for its good; and, by his own interposition,
open a way for the soul to recover from its lost and
condemned condition, then the result would follow in-
evitably, that every one of the human family who had
been led to see acd feel his guilty condition before
God. and who believed in God thus manifesting Him-
self to rescue his soul from spiritual death—every
one, thus believing, woul? from the necessities of his
nature, be led to love God his Saviour ; and—mark—

the greater the self-denial and the suffering on the
part of the Saviour, in ransoming the soul, the stronger
would be the affection felt for Him.

This is the central and vital doctrine of the Plan of
Salvation. We will now, by throwing light and aceu-!
mulatige strength upen this doctrine from different|
points, illustrate and establish it beyond the possibility

of rational doubt. I

THE TESTIMONT OF JESTS THAXT IT WAS NECESSARY
MAN SHOULD FEEL THE WANT, IN ORDER TO EXERCISE
THE LOVE.

Jesus uniformly speaks of it as being ncccs&ahty,
previously to acoepting him as a Saviour, t
should feel the nced of salvation. lle does not even
iuvite the thoughtless sinner, or the godless woridling,
who has no scnse of the evil or the guilt of sin, to
come to him. Said Jesus, I came not to call the
righteous, but sinners to repentance.” ** The whole
need ot a physician, but they who are sick.” ¢ Conie
unto me, all ye who are weary and heavy laden, and I
will give you rest.,” *If any man thirst, let bim

come unto me and drink.”

S

filled.”?

that,
¢ soul,

towarde the centre of the vertex, Ye went on until,
finally, life closed to a crisis, by the passion in the gar-
den—the rebulke, and the buffet, and the eruel mosk-
ery of the Jews and the Romaus—aad then, bearing
his cross, faint with former ageny of spirit, und his
flesh quivering with recent seourging, be goes to Cal-
vary, v.here the agonized sufteres for human sin, cricd
1T 13 FINISHED,” and gave up the ghost.

Such is the testimony of the Seriptures; and it may
be aflirmed, without hesitancy, that #¢ would be tmpos-
sible for the human soul to exercise full faith in the

jtestimony, that it was a gailty and needy creature,

condemncd by the holy law of a holy God; and thatt
from this conition of spiritual guilt and danger, Jesus
Chirvist suffered and died to aceomplich its ransomn—we
say o human being eould not excreise full faith iry
these traths and pot love the Savieur.

I
THE ATONEMENT OF CHRIST PRODUCES TRE NECESSARY

EFFECT UPON THE HUMAN SOLL, IN RESTORING IT TO

AFFECTIONATE OBEDIENCE, WHICH NEITHER PHILO-

SUPHY, LAW, NOR PRECEPTIVE TRUTH €ULLD ACCOM-

PLIESIY,

The wicdom of Divine Providence wae conspicuous
in the fact, that previonsly to the introduction of
Christianity, all the resources of human wisdom had
been exhausted in etlorts to coenfer upon man true
Knowledge and true happiness.  Althongh most of the
great names of antiguity, were conspicuous rather for
those properties which rendercd them a terror and o
sconrge to mankind ; and, although seciety among the
ancients, in its best estate, was little better than semi-
barbarisnx j yet, there was a class in seciety during the
Augustan and Periclean age, and even at some periods

ybefore that fime, that was cultivated in wind and man-

ners. From this elass, individuals at times avose who
were truly great—men distinguished alike for the
strength, compass, and direrimination of their int: llcet,
In all the ciiorts of these mcn, with the exception of
those who applied themselves exclasively to the study
of physical phienomena. the great cnd sought wa: the
means or seeret of human happiness.  All admitted
that human nature, as they found it, was in an impcr-
feet or depraved condition, and not in the enjoyment
of its ehief good ; and the plans whieh they proposod,
by which to ebtain that happiness, of which they be-
lieved the soul susceptible, were as various, and diverso

“Blessed are they tbm,:from each ether, as can be imagined. Neo one of these

huager and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be,
Thus, the points which bave been shown tobe,
neeessary, from the constitutivn of things, in order to,
the soul s loving God, ~re prescated in the same lightI

plans ever accomplished, in any degrree, the end de-
sired. And no onc of them was ever adopted to, or
embraced by the common prople. The philosophcrs
themselves, aft:r wrangling for the honor of having



