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iu- flie mending of my clothes and some othier thiings, whilîi could flot be
dclayed. I-owevcr I hope tlîat I shall have morc- money, if mny sehlool
enlarge, for thougli my income at present is very sînall, yet 1 niake it à
point flot to coultract debt,

1 iutend f0 cotlie east in suimmer, and likecly ,just before the sittiri of tlie
Divinity Hall, to wvhiclh 1 will go on my returning, silice it is on flic %vay.

Fd»uitary 24I.
I have no partieular newvs at present, only that trade is very good and

st11 growvingr better, and provisions arc very reasonable nt present, andl
prices sen to be :a littie on flic (eclilie. (After mentioning flic prices of
provions, lodging, &c., flic letter procecdz.) I arn now only attcnding flic
Natural Pliilosophly, hiaving given up attending flic Moral lPlulosophy, be-
cause I did flot knowv how I could get flic Professor paid. I do not hîow-
,cier judge the attending it very ueecessary or. very adivan tag-cous. -NZo i
can iL be vcî*y safe for young iCrsoiis, because there is no possibility of
nking it and Scripture morality to agree, îior can 1 sec lîow the Burghers

or Antiburghers caui consistently allow' their students t0 attend it, foi, by
doingy so they îîot only countenance, but Iend tlieir'.aidl to the rnaiutiaining.
and propagating of' doctrines dh'ectly oppositu to their own prineiples, nly,
-,.'ha.t is worse they support and encourage flhe propagation of' priiicip)cs,
entircly subversive of ail revculed religion. Jndeed for nmy own part flic
aittending of iL ivas a matter of hiesitation wifî nme for sonie finie before 1
gave Up attending, wlîiclî along, wiflî the circuinstance above rntioned,
previlied upon me to grive, it Up.,,

WVe feel it necessary to advert more at larage to a p)oint referred to on the
above letter. viz., the pecuniary diflicultiess, îvhichi beset bis pathi. Many
younig men iii our own country find tlic want of means a serions obstacle
in flie %ay of obiain:ng a chîdisianfion, Lut ive are peirsu.aded flint but
fe;v of thern know anytlîiig of the touls and privations f0 w'hich many
young men in Scotland arnd their friends submit for fuis purpose. The dif-
ficulties in Mr. Gordon's wvay werc more thian ordinarily severe. During
the greater part of the time at whiiehîi lie was prosecuting bis studies. tie
Frenchi revolutionary iwar was ragi ug-and part of the tirne tradýý was la
consequence in a state of stiqgnation,-for two sensons previous 10 f lie date
ýof the above Ietteî', harvests hiad failed, provisions were at famine prices,
and înuehi distress prevailed anîong the common people of Scotland. Though.
tbe above lette!' indicates a more hopeful state of things, both froni the con-
dition of trade and the prosplects of Ibis sehool, yet the sanie difficulties to

a greater or' less extent f'ollowed huai througyh bis whole course as a student.
Lt may not be inappropriate to give a few extraets froni letters. of his f riends
on thîls. Writing on the 2lst of December, 1802, one of lus brothers
says: We are persuatded that youî' mouey by this tirne must be near an
end, and hand it îlot been thaï; ive have been very short since you left us, wve
conld have sent somne in this pareel, but owing to tlînt ive are obliged to
%%,ait tilli we hear froni you." Iu another letter a few days aLes' le says,

I have got one pound scraped togeéther with sonue diffieulty, (hiaving at
this finie got n0 asstance fî'om my brothers,) whteh 1 luave sent yU "In
the sanie letter speAing of a proposai, f0 go to Carî'estou froin Whîitburn,
.,tnd dissuadiug hlm fromi it lhe. says, " We do not think thiat your hopes of
getting money are well founded, and ail the pressing demands in Arbroatfi
are but trifling, so that if you were coming home, and being very careful,
you might soon setule thenu:'
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