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Also, auswer * What breed of horses is best adapt.
ed for agricultural purposes in Canada?!”? We have
rarious breeds, as Clydes, Bloods, &c., all posscssing
different qualitics.  Would you re: smmend crossing
the breods, or keeping every kind distinet by them.

selves?
AN OLD CARTER.

Ringbone and other discases of the osscous system,
in many instances, can hetraced to some hereditary
predisposition. Discased and worthless animals,
when unfit for ordinary work, are frequently hept for
breeding purposes, and the progeny commonly in-
herit those discases which may have existed cither
in the sirc or dam. We arc of opinion that it greater
care weve hestowed 1 theselection of good, sound
and vigorous animals for Lreeding, there would be
fewer ringboned and gpavined animals to bescen.

To prevent interfering ina borse who is tarned out
in the front feet, the shoo should be applicd to fit
closely on the inside, and the nails applied around
the toc and to the outside. In some instances a small
picce of leather placed hetwixt the sole and theshoe,
and allowed to project outwards, has a very good
cffeet in preveating interfering. .

Tho Jast question i3 open to considerable wiscus-
sion amongst practical and cxperienced men. At
pzescat we decline offering any opinion. Let our
correspondents speak for themselves.

&
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Loss or Mase anp Tan—Tho folluwing is very
useful in cases where there fs a falling out of the
hair of tho mance and tail, viz : -Glycerine, two vzs.,
sulphur, one oz., acctate of lead, two drachms, water,
cight ounces. To bo well mixed, and applied by
means of a sponge.

SwoLLey AupoMEN.—A subscriber writes :— I
have a valuable mare now in foal to a blood horse,
and about threc wecks from foaling time she has be-
come very much swollen all under her abdomen,
and forward as far as her fore legs. I would not feel
uneasy about her, only she had o foal three years ago,
had the same swelling, and lost one teat in conse-
quence. Can anything be done for her ¢

Swelling under the abdomen is & common occur-
rence in mares previous to foaling, and is schlom pro-
ductive of any harm. It isgenerally advisable,how-
ever, togive the mare gentle walking cxcerciso daily,
and every second night a teaspoonful of nitrate of
potash, which may cither bo dissolved in water or
givenin a bran mash. This should be continued
until four or five doses are given. She should also
be sparingly fed for cight or ton days before foaling.

A ———
2onltry Hard.

Characteristics of various Breeds of
Poultry.

A PAPER READ BEFORE TOE ONTARIO POLLTRY ASS0CLA-
TION, BY THE PRESIDENT, A. M'CLEAN HOWARD, £SQ.
As President of the Poultry Association, I have

oflen been asked tho question, which aro the best
varieties of fowls to keep ? My answer has been, it
depends altogether upon what you more particularly
want them for, and this must always be kept in mind
in making a selection.

I will now give briefly the leading characteristics
of the various kinds, for the information of intending
breeders, leaving them fo select accordingly. My
remarks will be, a8 nearly as possible, the result of
my own experience.

Iwill begin with the Cochins, as they generally
bead the list. They certainly are tho largest, if not
the best. I have notfound them,under all circum-
stances, s profitable kind to keep for general pur-
poses. They are not the hest layers, nor do they lay
an egg at all in proportion to iheir size, Theyare

largo feeders, poor foragers, invcteralo siticrs, but
carcless and clumsy with their cggs or chickens.
They aro very hardy, and when yoang, good for win-
ter layers. The hens thould not he kept over two
years, a8 they then hecomo lazy and good for nothing,
and I pity the person who hasto cat them aut that
wge.  In fact, I do not consider them first-rate tor the
table at any age, from thcic small proportion of
breast meat.  They are cextremely docile, and from
their kind aud amiable disposition, are great favour-
ites with some.  They are very patient under con-
finement, and to partics having a amall run or wish-
ing to keep them out of their gardens, I consider them
invaluable. I may say that I have found their chick-
ens very eary to raise, and if hatched enrly attain a
large size. I recollect hatching o brood of th! wen
buff Cochins on St. Valertine's Day, a number of
years ago, and ru:sed nearly all of them. I kept them
in a vacant horse-stall in my stable. I think, as a
general tule, the coloured varieties aro larger than
the white, though Col. Hassard had some at the fall
show which I think quite cqualled their Luff re-
latives.

Ishall now proceed to the Drahma Iootra, and 1
think if I were keeping a large fowl, I should prefer
them to tho Cochins, as they are better foragers, not
so indolent, lay well jn winter, if kept In a toler-
ably warm place, are quito cqual in size, and the
chickens are very casy to raise. They arc not the
best summer layers, often wanting to sit all ‘he time,
and subject to thesame drawback in that respect as
the Cochins. They are not quite so patient in con-
finement as the Cochins. The light Brabmas especi-
ally, from their extreme depth of colour, their rich
creamy white, and light pencilled hackle, are a par-
ticularly handsome Vbird.

The Dorkings nest claim our attention. I cannot
speak with so much positiveness in regard to them,
never having had any.  They are considered, par ex-
ccllence, tho English table fowl, though I believe it
isquestionable howfar some of theFrench breeds have
usurped their place in that respeet. I think, ia point
of profit, the coloured Dorkings surpass their wiite
cousing, being larger and more vigorous birds,
though, to my taste, not to bo compared with the
white in beauty. I have always considered the dis-
tinctive features betweqn Dorking and Barndoor
fowls not sufficiently defincd for them ever to be-
come a fancy breed. I believe their chickens are
rather difficult to raise. They are fair mothers, and
tolorably good layers.

I will now proceed to the Spanish, a breed which,
to judgo from the large numbers of cntrics at our
Poultry Shows, appear to be rather popular. There
is no doubt that, as layers, taey may Le considered
first-rate, laying large white-shelled eggs. 1 have
found their chickens very easy to raise, the young
cocks being exceedingly precocious. They aro non-
incubators, requiring other hens to batch their cggs.
They have, howerer,ono very serious drawback ; they
are very apt to get frost-bitten, from the great size of
their comb and wattles. The cold goon checks their
laying. They also moult badly. Upon the whole, 1
think them better suited {o a climale where the
nmercury does not get below gero. I am sure the
owners of Spanish must fcel the truth of my remarks,
from the result of their experience, after thoe severe
frost we bad during the past winter. In fact, several
have complained to me of the effect it kad on their
birds. There isa breed of Whito Spanish, having the
same characteristics as the blaek, though i do not
think they are as beautiful, as the contrast of the
white face is not obtained in the white variety. It
may not he ont of place, as showing the length ot
tme eggs will kateh, after the removal of the cock
bird, to state that, a number of years ngo, Ihada
very superior pair of Black Spanish; the cock bird
having unfortanately died, I was desirons of saving
all tho eggs I oould, and set cleven that were laid
after the cock died. Tho first five hatched, the re-

mainder were bad, but none of the chickens were
strong.

Tho Games come next on our list, and I think that,
take them all in all, nothing can surpass them. They
are good layers of rich egge, very hardy, which I
think is o most important advantage, and from theis
great varicly andextremebeauly,arcgeneral favorites.
They are small fecders, and are, when in good health,
always (it for the table, without extra feeding. The
hens cannol be surpassed o3 -itters and mothers.
Many think that, from their cxircmo pugnacity, they
would be diticult to rear; but with ordinary care all
that may be avoided; in fact, it is astonishing what
order a gooll Game cock will kuep in his yard. All
the young stags are in dread of him, and in Lis pre-
sence are oa their good bebaviour.

I 20w come to the Polands. * great deal may be
faid in their favor ; they arceatremely hardy, and
from the absence of comb are not 80 likely to bo af-
fected by the frost. They arc good layers, but bet-
ter in summer than winter, anl are non-incubatoss.
They are an extremely fancy bird, and like all tho
Spangled varietics, require great carein the breeding.
I do not consider them 80 good for the farm as some
othier varictics, a8 they are moro liablo to bo carried
off by hawks, as wellastoget theirtop-knots draggled
and spoiled in the manurc heaps of the barn-
yard.

Tho different varieties of amburghs are special
favorites of minc, asIconsiderthat,in point of beauty
and when well bred, they cannot be excelled.  As
layers they cannot be surpassed by any other varicty.
They do not lay quite so large an egg as the Spanish
or Dorking, though I think the Spangled and Black
arc an exception; but they are moro continugus lay-
crs of most delicious cggs. They are non-incnbators,
and persons keeping them will not be tronbled with
chickens unless they get other Licns to hatch their
cggs. They are rather impatient of confinement, the
pencilied ones particularly. But to persons havinga
good-sized grass run, they are invaluable, as they
mearly keep themsclves. Theyare an extremly noisy
bird, cither singing or cackling all the time.

T am not aware that the Malays require any very
particular description. I do notconsiderthematalla
desirable breed to bave in the pouliry yard, as from
their cruel and vindictive disposition, with their great
sizo ar " strength, they are very apt to prove fatal in
their covounters with smaller birds. Ishould recom-
mend them chicfly as a cross, to get sizo and weight,
not from any merit of their own.

The different varieties of French fowls, which have
come into favor lately, require some notice, Tho
principal varictics are the La Fliche, Houdan, and
Créve Ceeur, specimens of which were cxbibited at
the last fall show. Ofthe three kinds, the Houdan
scems to find most favor in England, though I think
I would prefer the La Fliche, as I think the damp cli-
male of the Old Couniry, which isso much against
them there, would not affect them here. My fricnd,
Mr. Wood, 2 member of the Association, imported
some from Paris a year or two ago, and I believe was
very much pleased with them, having found them to
be most excellent layers.

Thero are some few rules that are applicable to alt
varicties of fowls, without the observance of which it
would be unfair to expect any uscful results. 1t
many eggs arc expected, no hens shounid be kept,
as a rule, after the second year, as after that the fe-
candity of the hen diminishes coasiderably. Hens
require a certain amount of warmth in the winter,
but not stove heat, which is bad.

T haveerected a glass shed or house on the south
point of my fowl-house, out of some old sashes, where
the hens can come out and enjoy thefresh earth with-
out getling in tha snow. They bhave as much back:
wheat and screcnings asthey can eat, pgenty of warm
straw, grreen food in the shape of cabbage, an occa-
sional liver, cool ashes {6 bask and dust in, with o
good enpply of fresh water.  Attention to these par.
ticulars has insured mon_plentiful supply of fresh

eggs during all the past winter.



