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Lelters Srom practical men on topics connected with mining,
anining machinery, mining laws, and matters relating to the min-

%
. : ralogical development of Canada, are alira s welevme.
z {' Manufacturers and Dealers in appliances used in and abvut
) mznea are invited (o 'send illustrations and descriptions of new
bl mI:cI(e.

Views and descriptions of mines and mining locations solicited.

Subscription, Two Nollars a year, payable in advance. Re-

<3mittances should be made by Express, Postal Order or Bank Draft
Lpayable to the * British Columbia Mning Critic.”

.4dter1mnr] rates quoted on aprlzcalwn.

Brltl‘:h Columbla Mining Critic Co., Publlshers.
XMAURICE GRADWOHL.,
Managing Editor.

Hollard Block, Vancouver, B.C.
P. 0. Box 1as.

. R
Lo -~
‘»Wﬁ'

VININ(v ENGINEERS, EXPERTS AND MINERS.

————e

Now that British Columbly is becoming a well known

emining  field, the gentlomen who follow the of

calling

to justify favestiga-
They cowne from .lohanuwburg, West  Australia,
' __m\cw Zealand. Victoria and New South Wales:
“Hland and the Unitod States.
“_cun be placed upon this

from Lng-
Yet. so far. what reliance
heterngeneous cluss ? Mining
engineers with reputations from Australia, Cripple Creclk,
2 Johaunesburg, or any other known place in the world,
garrive hero .md know——unothing (& bold but true state-
ment). ‘Lhe (,ondlt.lons of formation. stratification, wine-
al, cte.. are so dinmetrically opposed to those they have
et with in their previous experiences. that their know-
ledge of mining in other countries can only lead them
stray here; so that, notwithstanding their mining ability,
»It.houzh,helping them over technical poiuts, it will not
advance them In this country.

In the meantime, their
ports will of a necessity be wrltten most cautiously.
dtherwise a doubt must bo attached to their reltability.

‘The snow has now gone, and au engineer representing a
dtrong firm of imlning financiers, for Instance, arrives for
the purpose of purchasing mining properties: where does
o gather' his information ? Generally at the hotel in

hich ke stays. The first good talker tells him he has
ptione on certaln claims assaying frow anything up to
16 thousand dollars. He immediately leaves for the de-
Ired spoty only to find something he dld not expect—
robably ‘3. ledgo, probably one which he cannot judgo,
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will Le satisfactory.  “Phese experts from all quarters of

the globe eapress opinfons to only those who do ngt and

cannot understand them.  Of miners there e very few,

thelr  places having  been  taken by loggers. fishermen,
mavvies iud others; yet all these durlng o month's expe-
rience bave galned more knowledge, they pretend, than
men who have worked undergrotnd  for a number of
yeurs,
i —_—

It is requisite for engineers to be in this country at
,lc:\st- sIX months, Inspocting proverties dafly. and thor-

oughly investigating formacion, stratitication, ete.  After
that time they begin to understand Just a Jittle; and after
a further six months they may possibly pass an unbiased
opinion with some degree of authority.  Meanwhile, how-
ever, they have to depend on the size of the lode, the

value of e assays, and what they learn from those who
" have had more experience

through longer fnvestigation
and living in the country, through snow and other dif-
ficulties.  Experts of the class we hyve enumerated must,
we say, have practical experience in thelr own business
before they are competent to pass judgment on
values here,

unknown
Yes, even eaperts must learn.

“DITORIAL NOTES.

Numerous inguiries have been made of the BriTisn
Corvrmnia MINING CrITic as to the statas of the Orphan

Boy case now pending in our court. ‘The assizes now
being  on,  practically no - development work”  will be
done until next week.  The committee of the share-

holders of Vancouver will meet ere the close of the weok,
it is stuted. and a definite plan of actlon be outlined, so
that the legal proceedings will receive a deserved impetus.
There is no recognized sicnal® of retreat.

It may -be nut out of place to impress upoh prospecturs
one fmportant fact. There are prospectors and prospectors,
but ft is a fact kpown to venturesome and enterprizing men
that many of those scot out equipped with tools and supplied
with needful funds in addition to -part payment for services
are dereliet in their duties. Lounginz about hotels, saloons
and other places of vepose, ete. is not performing their duty
and Is actually injurious to their owa ifnterests as well as

dishonorabie to their employers. Reports of the actions and
non-actions of prospectors from soutces nnknown to t,hem.
reach those mostly interested and the counsequences are th'lt
the unfavorable results of the venture discourages the wman
with capital from further seeking to discover, locate and
possess worthy miner.] lands. Let prospectors bear con-
stantly in mind thav their interests and those of their em-

lover tical and the.resuit will prove wmutuall




