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‘For the Colonial Churchman.

THE PSALMSs.—No, IL
With reference to the spiritual adaptation of the Psalms!

to Christ and the times and circumstances of the Gospel,

Bishop Horune observes—
¢ In such of thea as were written by David, and

treat of his affairs, that extraordinary person is con-{

sidered as an illustrious representative of Messish,
who is more than once foretold under the name of
David, and to whom are applied, in the New Testa-
ment, Psalms which do undoubtedly in the letter of
them, relate to David, and were eomposed on occa-
sion of particular occurrences which befell him; a
circumstanre in theology, to be accounted for upon
no other principle,

‘ When therefure he describeth himsell as one
hated and persecuted without a cause; as odg aceus-
ed of crimes which he never conmmitied, and suffer-
ing for sins, the very thonghts of which he abhored:
as one whose life was embittered by affheiion, and
his soul overwhelmed with serrows; yet, withsl, as
one whom no troubles could induce to renounce his
trust and confidence in the promises of God concern-
irg him, when he repeateth his resolutions of adher-
ing to the divine law, setting forth its various excel-
lencies, and the comforts which it afforded bim. in
the days of adversity; when he complaineth of that
implacable malice, snd unrelenting fury, with which
he was pursiied by Saul and his attendants, by Doeg
the Edouiite, by rebellious Absalom, trairorous Ahi-
tophel, &c. and when contrary to' all appearances,
he predicteth their destruction,with his own final exal-
tation ;—let the reader’s thoughts turn to paraliel civ-
cumstances, Which present themselves.in the history,
of the true David; his sorrows and sufferings; his re-
signation under them sll; his obedience to the will
of his Father; the temper and brhaviour of his be—
trayers and murdérers; the propheties of judgments
to be iuflicted upon them, and of glory to- be con«
ferred upon him. As the Psalter was the liturgy:of
the Jewish church, of which our Lord was a member,
and to which hetherefore entirely conformed,.during
his abode and humiliation upoit esrth, he might pour
forth his complsiats and © offer up his prayers and
supplications, with' strong crying and tears,’ in tle
very words which his grogenitor Da#id  lnd beforé
used under his own tronbles; but which were given
by inepiration, with a view to the case of that bless-
ed person, whom, in those troubles, he bad the ho-
vour to prefigure.’ -

There are many expressions in different Psalms, which
perhaps the christian reader may shrink from uttering, lest
be should be found praying for curses on others. Such
of these as relate to the enemies of David, may. safely be
applied by us to the enemies of our souls, whose destruc-
tion we shotld earnestly. implore. But the following re-
marks will yet more completely remove all ground of ob-
jection to the use of such passages in the Church of
Christ :—

¢ The offence taken at the supposed uncharitable
and vindictive spirit of theé imprecations which occur
in some of the Psalms, ceases immediately, if we
change the imnperastive for the fature, and read, not
‘ LET THEM BE confounded,” &c. but, ¢ THEY SHALL
pe confounded,” &ec. of which the Hebrew is equally
capable. Such passages will then bave no more dif-
ficulty in them, thanthe other frequent predictions of
divine vengeance in the writings of prophets, or de-
nuneiations of it in the gospels, intended to wirn, to
alarm, and to lead sinners to repentance, thst they
may fly from the wrath to come. Thisis Dr. Ham-
mond’s observation; who very properly remarks, at
the same time, that in many places of this sort, ss
particularly in Psalm cix. (and the same may be
said of Psalm Ixix.) it is reasonable to resolve, that
Christ himself speaketh in the prophet; as being the
person there principally concerned, and the com-
pletion most signal in many circumstances there
mentioned; the succession, especially of Matthias, to
the apostleship of Judas. If the imprecatory form
be still contended for, all that can be meant by it,
whether uttered by the prophet, by Messish, or by
ourselves, must be a solemn ratification of the just
Judgments of the Almizhty against his impenitent
eaemies, like what we fiad ascribed to the blessed

cantatign, and by hambling herseif to beg pardon of

cuted, Rev. xi. 17, 18. xvi. 5,6, 7. But by the fu-
ture rendering of the verbs, évery possible objection
is prectuded at once.’

MARTYRDOM IN MADAGASCAR.

It appears that a furious persecution against the con-
verts to christianity has for three years existed in this
island, on the part of the Queen’s government, which is
stillheathen. Their property has been all confiscated,
and themselves, their wives, and children, to the number
of more than 100, sold into slavery. Inthecase of one
female of distinction, however, (Rafaravavy by name)
death has been the penalty for believing inJesus. The
missionaries of the London Missionary Society give an
interesting account of her exemplary patience and tri-

.of begging from Protestants for similar purposes.
would not check liberality in the right channels al¥j
churchmen have answered the claims of their own hou*4

to which we allude, for a conformity to the doctrines
the Reformation in the worship to be performed in houf"g
aided by the money of Protestants. !
CASTLETOWN-DELVIN, Jan, 1,

¢ Sir,— I have received both your letters, and Ji3
shall judge for yourself whether it can reasonabl -
expected of me to contribute towards the repair 03
Roman Castholic chapel. I assisted these of ¥9'2

|ereed to their emancipation, out of a sense of just’al.

towards that class of my countrymen, and indeeC. 4
may say sffection, my ancestors having been of ¥72

umphant death, shewing the power of the Gospel to be
the same now as in the days of St. Paul, who counted;
not his life dear unto himself, so that he might finish bisf
course with joy. We eopy the following particulars from '
the Dublin Record—Ed. C. C.

Rafaravavy has the. honor of being the first mar-,
tyr of Madagascar, It was near ber residence that|
the prohibited books—the Scriptures, with otber pub-;
lications issued from. the missionary press—were;
found. Oo her the vengeance of the Sovereign has’
been inflicted, and she bas fallen under the spear of;
the public executioner; but her spirit has joined the
company of the redeemed in glory, who have come
out of great tribulation. Her last moments are thus
described.in a letter from Mr, Johns:—
* On the books being found near ber house, her
entire property wss .given np to plunder, her person
secured, and ber hands and feet londed with heavy
iran rings. Ske was menaced- jn'vain during a peri-
od.of from. eight: to: ten-days, to induce. her to im-
peanh her companions.. - She remained firm,.and per-
fectly composed; and wasiput.to dedth by spesring)
on the 14th of August, 1837. She had said repeat-
edly. by. letter. to:ber . frisnd, Mrs. Johns, .* Do -not
fear an my account. - | am ready snd prepared to
die for Jesus, if such be the will of God.” She was
most* wonderfully supporied:to the last moment of
her life. Her age st the time of her death was thir-
ty-eight years. -Many,even of the old people, re-
marked they had never seen any ane ¢so stuhborn’
as Refiruvaty, for sitbough the Queen forbade her
to pray, she did pray evén when'in irons, and" conti-
nwed to preach Christ to the officers and to the crowd,
that followed her for nesrly three quartersofa mile,
from the place of public condemnation to the place
of common execution.. Here abe- continued to pray
and to exhort all around her to believe in Jesus
Christ, even'till the executioner’s spear, thrust through
iher body, deprived her of the power of utterance.”
In relation to her death, Mr. Baker justly remarks :
—*¢ Never in the annals of the cburch did a Chris-
tian martyr suffer from motives more pure, simple,
and unmixed with earthly alfoy. Sbe had never
heard of any after-glory of martyrdom on earth. No
external splendour had been cast aronnd the subject
in her mind, by reading any lives of martyrs. All
was to her obloquy and contempt. Her own father
and relatives to the very last accused her of stubborn-
ness. The people generally regarded her as stubborn,
and worthy of punishment' even on that account. She
had no earthly friends to support and cheer her. She
was not poor in outward circumstances, and by re-

1

the Queen, she might very probably have saved her
life. But her whole heart, as her letters sigpify, was
filled with the love of Jesus. She endured as seeing
Him who is invisible. Fer letters are composed prin-
cipally of passages froin the gospels and epistles, and
these, doubtlesg uuder the influence of the Holy Spi-
rit, were the entire support of her mind in the last
our of trial. If ¢ the blood of the martyrs, is the
seed of the cburch,’ we may trust that Rafaravavy
will not have died in vain. She died directly and
exclusively in defence of the Gospel.”

The following very p:oper letter of the Marquis of
Westmeath, is in reply to an extraordinary application
by a Romish Priest in his neighbourhoad, {or aid in build-

of it.

hold, but perbaps it would be well to stipulate in the c8% 22

1839, 4

spirits in heaven, when such judgments were exe- ingachapel. Inthis province we are notwithoutinstaﬂ,:

H
1
a

0

religion, and, as is well known, suffered in the ca“i@
By so doiug 1 brought upon mysell—firiR

the losthsome praise, and siace, the valgar abuse @

the unprincipled person whom your body has cho?g
for their moutbpivce and leader, acd who is sustai®™3

in his present position of a nuisance to society "2l

collections openly made at your altars, that be

be enubled fo live without industry whilst tramp/*ih
upon the laws which other men are compelled to "ol

spect. Kor the re-establishment of one of these ®4
tars thus desecrated, you invite me to contrib®%
I am sorry to be obliged to return you an unfavols
able .answer, and for these further reasons exclus®®
of those given above. '

“Mr. O’Connell, &

B

regard to common honesty, done his utmost to inUt*e
his worshippers to withhold the property called #434
Out of thisimmediately grew the act which threw P
B large class of landlords the payment of that ¥

post. I am made liable for that nearly on the whts
of my estate in your parish, for which rhy tenants &
at present considerably in arréar. Exclusive of ¥
I' bave bad to sustain protracted and expensive 3

are, forthe last four years, in any places still U3
paid, A1l this, upon a property beavily encumP®g

sire but for these proofs of the dissolution of all £

do so, or by complying. commit an act of meanh¥
and teachery
find :my Roman Catholic countrymen come for¥2
manfully, and répudiate the man who has invol";

discfedit, and confusion, whilst picking their pock%
I shall not be backward in any contribution 0“
sort which either charity or religion, properly Vg
derstood, may require at my hands. I'have no .
jection if you think fit, nay I should wish yod.4
read this letter to your parishioners whenever thé e
fair of their chapel comes under their considerat®y

o WesTMEsTB
CLERGY RESERVES IN UPPER CANADA. "4

and 50 much prejudice has been excited against the chU'y
for claiming only her due, that we think many of ouf "
ers will thank us for setting before them the follq"; :
clear and able statement of the case, which we ext"
from our contemporary the * Chureh,” published at 2
bourg,U. C.— Ed.C. C. 4
Clergy Reserves.—By the Act of 1791, the
spirit of the Britisb Constitution was undeniabl?: 4
tended to be communicated to the Charter of 1%
Province; and accordingly a provision was institV s
for the support of religious worship according t0_ .4
model and rules of the Established Charch of the ¥
pire.—Thirty years had pessed, and nct a doub® 74
ever expressed of the exclusive right of the’C_hd‘
of England to thit apprdpriatior: all devominatio}’
Christiang concurred in bélieving thatit belong®
that Church alone.  That this feeling was df"‘
and universal, tlere are various enactménts ol 8
Provincial Legislature to prove; and when these ¥ 43
passed, there was not a syllable of remonstf® %
from any qorarter to be Lieard, ‘

=i by ga sl o

hom you will easily underst? ,
me to have alluded to, has, without scruple or 28

gation to recover my own impropriate tithes, WhI'3l
ed, it is bard to bear up sgainst. I should 28
therefore, havé hdd to declin® acceding to your S
vernment io this country. As it is, however, J WIS

to my own principles, Wheneve: 3

our common country and its people in such disot*igR

‘1 am, &c., your most obedient humble servanisdR

So much has been said-on this long agitated ques ;|



