membor spesking of the orop as boing
ono “fuscipating to grow but hazar-
dous,” innsmuch 18 it could never be
depended upon for ton days togother ;
to day it would bo flourishing, and a
woek or so afterward, tho fly, or the
blight, or the mould, would oast all
hopes to tho ground.

Again, hops, like the splendid pota-
toos at Little Métie, arrogato to them-
golves a right to all the dung on tho
furm, to say nothing of 120 bushels of
sprats or 6 owt. of woollon rags to the
acre, as a sort of bonne bouchf:, or
appotiser. A propos of the Métis po-
tatoos, there hangs a talo. Talking
with a lady recently arrived from that
watering-placo, wo happened to ask
how the visitors were supplied with
vegotables this summer. -Ohl” re-
plied our friend, * very well indoed ;
groon-pease, French-beans, in abund-
ance : the potatoes were superb in
size and quality, and as when we loft
—Soptember Tth, — they wore 1ot
vearly ripe, there must bo a large crop
by the time they are fit to dig.
¢ Glad to hearit,” said we , * for when
the fallow or hoed crop is goud, the
following grain- and hay crops are
also likely to be good.” * What do
you mean ? Folluwing grain and hay-
crops after potatoes, indeed! Pas si
béte they plant potatoes year aftor
year on the same land, and as long as
the farmers of the interiur can afford
to buy seod-potatoes from the beach,
tbe crop is sure to be good.” The lady
knew what she was talking about.

Curious diseases they have in that
queer couoty; for instance; Madame
B.'s cow was ill; somo badly dispo-ed
person had taken the rags out of the
chinks in the stabie into which they
had been stuffed to keop the wi..d out,
and that in one of the coldest nights
of the winter. Cow gut ap, and seem-
ed befter in the morning. Madame
went to milk her. nothing bat pare
water came from her; nothing, no-
thing, as clear as l'eau de roche! Aond
droll meudicines too, are exhibited by
the country practitioners, another
oase : the same Madame B.'s horse
wasg ill, very ill indeed. The local
¢ cow leech " recommended » dose of
chicken's blood . Quick, quick; kill all
the chickens, all, alll However, one
was killed and the blood saved and
administered to the patient. Bat the
borse died ; it was too late to savo it,
alas!

It is gonorally supposed, by thoso
competent to judge, that Aadamo B.
is not such asimploton as she makes
hersolf out to be. Her imagination
rans away with her. The Eunglsh
vigitors are evidently “ bétes du bon
Dicu,” and hor stories are worth an
old dress or two. She is certainly
very amusing.

Seriously, from what our friends
toll us, tho harvest in the Métis dis-
trict is still green, and the proepects
for the winter appalling. Tho people
seem to be disheartened at the failure
of the crops, aud to have resigned
themselves to livo upon what they
cau pick up from the sammer visitors.
If afamily of five or six are content
to live during the long winter upon
the potatoes they grow aud & couple
of barrels of herrings, tho utter pan-
perieation of the population is only
a matter of a fow years. Once let
Métis lose its vogue as & watering
place, and the whole fabric fzlls to the
ground.

Bat all this by the way; our subject
is hops. Now the first act of the
Council of the Counnty of Kent, in
coupoction wit agricaltare, was to
try if by investigutling tho nsus' me-
thods of growing hops some new
procorses ~~ld bo discovored which
being put into practice might improve
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both in quantity and quality the yield
of that important orop ; aud the oxpe-
riments desoribed bolow aro & mossure
of tho succees of the investigation.

Somo of the yiclds aro phenomonal,
and glthough they are not taken from
the final adjudication by tho scales,
hop-growers in Kent aroso skilled in
judging yiolds by the oye, that thoy
may bo tuken us being very noar the
mark, (1

Tho yield of plot L, from 40 loads
of dung an acre, and half a ton of
plaster (gypsum), cost, for dressing
alone £8. 17. 6, in round numbers,
844.00. A porilous outlay, bat 20 owt
of hops at, say, only £3. 10 a hundred
woight, would bring in tho nice little
sum of $§340.00, which, in spite of tho
costly hoeing, digging, washiog, and
sulpharing, must, one would think,
leave eome profit behind. What pe
culiar offect was caused by the plas-
ter. wo do not eee, but as it was used
in plots 4 and Z, both of which seom
to have been very prulfic, we are
boand tu supposo it had some eoffect.
However, we shall write to some of
our old friends and get them to send
us an unbiased desciiption of the whole
eories of oxperiments as viewed by the
eyo of a tenant farmer who is a hop
grower.

Altogether thore are 17 experimontal
plots, the hops being 1he Fuggles
variety, tho soil Hastings sand, and
tho bine string trained. The pluts are
maonuared as follows :

A.—Nitrate of sods, 4 cwts. per
acre ; suporphoaphate, 4 cwts, ; steam-
ed bone flour,.10 cwts.; kainit, 3
cwis. ; +ulphate of magnesia, 2 owts. ;
gypsum, 10 cwts.; oost per acre, £8
23, 3d.

B.—XNitratoofsoda, 4 cwts. par acre,
superphaspbate, & cwts. , steamed bone
flour, 10 cwts. , sulphate of magnesia,
2 owts., gypsum, 10 cwts., cost por
acre, £7 143, 64,

C.—Dang, 20 loads at 4s. per load ;

nitrate of suda, 2 owts. per acre ; sup-|C

erphosphate, 2 cwts., steamed bone
flour, G cwts., gypsum, 10 cwts, ;
coxt per acre £3 1., 3d.

D.—Far waste, 12 cwtis. per acre ;
nitrate of soda, 2 cwts. ; steamoed bone
flonr, 6 cwts., superphosphate, 2 owts..;
kainit, 2 cwis., gypsum, 10 cwis, ;
cost per acre, £3 4s. 6d.

E.—Nitrato of soda, 4 cwts. per
acro ; suporphosphate, 4 cwts. ; steam-
ed bove flonr, 10 cwts,, kainit, 3
cwis. ; sulphate of magnesia, 2 cwts. ;
lime, 20 cwts., cost per acro, £8
13s. 1d.

F.—Nitrate of sode, 4 cwts. per
acre ; superphosphate, 4 ¢wis, ; steam-
od bone flour, 1U cwis. ; sulphate of
magnesis, 2 cwts , lime, 20 cwts, cost
per acre, £8 5s. 4d.

G.—Dang, 20 lvads at 4s. per loai
nitrate of sola, 2 cwta. por acre, sup
erphosphats, 2 cwis., steamed buno
flour, 6 cwts. , kainit, 2 cwts., lime,
20 cwis. , cost per acre, £3 17 34.

H.—Far waste, 12 cwis, per acro ;
nitrate of soda, 2 cwts,, steamed bone
flour, € cwts. , suparphosphate, 2 cwis,,
kai it, 2 cwts. , Lime, 50 cwta. , cost
por acre, £3 152, 3d.

I, — No manure,

J. —Raw Ichaboe guano, 12 owts.

er acre, sam, 10 cwts. ; 0ost per
Ecro, £8 4?(?.1. ’ P

K.—Dang, 20 loads at 4s. per load ;
raw Ichaboe guano, 8 owts. par acre ;
gypsum, 10 cwte. cost poer sacre, £9
153 6d

L.—Dang, 40 loads at 4s per load ;

ypsum, 10 cwis. ; per acre; cost por
Sor, £5176. 64, ' 7 PP

{1y Bofora the removal of the duty. thel
b 1s on the prodabis yield of tho year, notj

vouy among the faramers, excesd an beli;sl.
b,

M —Dung, 20 loads at ds. por load ;
No. 21 chaboo guano, 8 owts, per acre ;
cost par acro, £8,

N —No. 2., Ichaboe guano, 16 owts.
per acro ; cost per aore, £8.

0.—Dung, 20 loads at 48 por load ;
raw [ochaboo guano, 8 cwia. por acre;
cost per aore, £8 18

P.—Dung, 20 loads &t 4s. por load ;
rape dust, 20 cwis. per aoro ; oost por
aore, £8 bs.

R.—Nitrate of sods, 1 owts. por aore;
saporphosphate, 8 owts. ; steamed bone
flour, 5 cwis. ; kainit, 3 owts. ; sulphato
of magnesia, 2 cwts ; lime, 20 owts. ;
cost per acro, £7 b2, 1d.

S.—Nitrato of soda, 4 owts. per aore,
superphosphate, 4 «wis. ; steamed
bone flour, 10 cwle. ; kainit, 3 cwta,
sulphate of magnesia, 2 owts. ; cost
per acre, £7 8.

Before proceeding to the experi-
mental plots, the company's attention
was directed to a very ingenious and
ucofal appliance of Mr. Moneon's for
preveating the burning of hops when
dryiog and enabling the better regula
tion of the temperatare. It was an
ordinary thermometer attached to an
eloctric alarum which could be set for
the bell to ring st any degrec of
temperatare. For instance, if the
tomperatere is required at, say 105, a
platinum wire is adjusted to that
degree and immediately the mercury
comos in contact with the wire the
alaram is set ringiog, thus attracting
the dryer's attention.

Opon arriving at the plots admira-
tion was at onoce oxoressed at their
excellence. Taking them altogether
they wers & splendid lot, and for clean-
liness and quality would reguirea deal
of baating. Porhaps the largest hops
where those in plot A, on which the
basis of the manure was gypsam, bat
on the other Land neither laterals nor
hops wero 80 numerous. They were,
however, forward and of very fine
quality. Plot B had not so heavy a
crop and the quahity was fair, but plot
was comparatively a failure both
as to quantity sud quality, while plot
D, which was caltivated deeply at the
ond of the season, was of the ordinary
run, ‘Tho best picee of the whole was
plot L, which will in all probability
avorago st the rate of a ton an acro.
Hero the bine was very loxuriant and
the hops bung beantfully in thick
fostoons, while as to cleanhness and
quality no fault could be found. This
plot was manured with 40 loads of
dung a 43, per load, and 10 owts. of
gypsam per acre at & cost of £8 17s,
fd. per acre. In direct contrast to this
was plot 1, marked ‘* no mapare,” on
which, although there were somo very
nice hops, yet there was s marked
scargity of bine and therofore scarcity
of fruit. Speaking of the whole of the
plots generally, washing and sulphur-
ing has been dome continuously, and
they were very clean. An uccasional
hop with a slight touch of mould and
redoest might be found at very rare
intervals, but in so infinitesimal a
dogreo as tu necessitato being parposely
looked for. Varions oslimates were
formed by thoso preseni as to the
averago crop of the plots altogether,
the lowast boing fifteon cwis. per acre
and the highest eighteen cwts. One of
tho nuticeablo results of the manare, sv
far as coald be seen up to the present,
wag that raw Gaano bad not done 8o
well as number two, in which there is
about foar per cent. of potash ; bat all
things considered—and amongst others
the way in which some of the plots
wore improving undor the influence of
the kindly weather — it is somewhat
premsturo to Fivo faller comparisons
yot, and it will be better to await the
results which will be published in these
columns at letor date. Very favourable

Ocroper 1,

commont weg passed unon the method
of stringing tho hops. Last year the
strings wore on the upright systom,
bat the presont year has seon what
strikos ono as being a great improve-
ment in the way of giving accoss of
light and air to tho frait.” ‘Co ecach
hill thero are four strings ruaning
from tho ground upwards for abont
fivo feot. At this heoight thero is 8
band of setring around tho four, and
from this tho strings ave taken up to
tho overhead permanent . wires on
either side ut an angle of somowhero
abont 50 degroes. To the oye the hops
when in bearing and thus trained aro
piotureeque in the highest dogreo, and
the light and air thus admitted to the
fruit gowing shoots must have beno-
ficial results. Cortain it ic that the
oxperiments are becoming more highly
valued by practical growers who are
acquainted with them, and it is very
significant when a grower holding the
position in the hop industry that Mr.
Noakes doos is eeen carryiog out in
his other plantations thelessous learn-
cd in the experimental plots To seo
that snch information is worth having
ono had only to look over the hedge at
s plantation of Bramblings of Mr.
Noakes's This garden was indeed a
pioture and many estimated it at a ton
an acre. Upon returning from the
plots an old garden with an attack of
the weovil was passed and several
growers mentioned that spent quaseia
chips put on the hills were effec ivo,
the wintor’s rain working it down into
tho earth and thus getting the romedy
at the pest.

Lightning, — Some very erroneous
notions are entertained abont the effect
of lightning. Muny people thinik : that
lightning never strikes twice in the
same place; that the most exposed
place is always struck ; that a fow
inches of glass, or a fow feot of air,
will sorve as a complete insulator to
bar the progress of a flash that has
forced its way through a thousand
foet of air. If any one is struck by
lightning, prompt and unromittent
offorts should be used to restore con-
sciousness, for authorities say that
lightniog often brings abont suspond-
od animation rather than somatic (1)
death. Ono record of personsstruck
by lightning is keown to exist, and in
it out of 212 persons struck, 74 were
killed More risk in the country than
in towns, as in town3s the tin roofs,
cornices, gatters, &c, afford 80 much
protection that gghtning-conductors
are hardly needed. Of trees, the
superstition in Englaud is that the
ash is the more frequently struck,
and among the farm-lsborers’ class
this idez will bo accentuated by the
fact that the five poor follows who were
killed at the R A. S. of England's
sbow at Darlington this year, 1895,
bad taken refage from the storm under
an ash. In the States, we hear
that tho cak is most frequently aod the
beech tho lcast froquently strack ; bot
whatever tho tree most fuvoured by
the “ levin-bolt,"” we hopo our readers
will nover take shelter undor any tree
in a thunder-storm.

Mulching,~— Something more than
the addition of orgenic matter to the
soil 18 simed at by mulching : it io-
oresses tho water-holding and, conse-
quently, tne drought resisting qualitics
of the toil. -

In one of the balleting sent oat by
tho Minnesots experiment station, wo
tee in stated that ¢ the use of mulch
may someotimes incresse the amount
of water in the upper 1 foot of eoil on

(1) Sémamsbody ; Groek,




