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jin that Providence which watches over our actions—which}
jmakes sin frequently feel its misery in the present life, and]
ybestows on righteousness the most precious rewards.
8 As king Hezekiah was distinguished for his piety andj
[confidefice in God, so was he remarkable for his love to his}
‘Bpeople. His goverment was truly paternal. Even in his
Iplans of reformation, he proceeded with the greatest gen-§
Ntleness and condescension. «My sons;” said this goody
fking to the Priests and Levites, “be not now negligent, forj

¢

tithe ‘Lord hath chosen you to stand before him to serve him,3
Hand that you should minister unto him and burn incense,”—}
i And when the altars of idolatry were destroyed, and thej
btrue worship again set up, the king spake cemfortably toj
ilall the Levites that taught the good knowledge of the
@lord.” ’ . B
. To complete the good example which this amiable mo-§
pnarch set his people, he became a pattern of active indus-§
itry, by cultivating that art upon which the prosperity off
findividuals as well as kingdoms chiefly depends. He at-§
itended to_agriculture in all its branches, and was not only}
Kremarkable for his flocks and herds, but for the produce of]
Rthe ‘ground. 4
® The consequences of this general reformation soon be-§
gicameé visible, not only in the deliverance of Judah from all§
fiher enefnies, but in the great prosperity of the people.
Nor were they insensible of the blessings which they ens§
§ joyed, and which, next to God, they owed to the wisdom}
iiand goodness of their king. Thiey returned his paternaly
tlove with affectionate obedience, and manifested their gra-§
titude by bringing him presents, so that Hezekiah was mag-3§
Mnified in the sight of,all nations. And when he was gather-
Fed to his fathers, hé was followed to the tomb by his grate-}
kful and weeping subjects, who bestowed upon his remains$
iequal honors with those that had been conferred upon David}
kthe most glorious of their kings. :
i Itis, I trast, with ‘kindred feelings that you are now ag-§
tsembled to commemorate the death of our venerable Sove-3
Ereign, who hath resigned his soul into the hands of God who$
%gave it, after a long and arduous reign: His eventful life}

tand charactev.present a striking resemblance to thdse o:

ances. His kindness to his people by the strongest loyalty
and affection, and his example of ~integrity, regularity. 8
and ﬁrmus d among them corresponding fruits]
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