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Nvas adopted by Confucius, and is the most poNdirful religion%
,custom. afi'ecting China. It is the most universal and ancient formn
of idolatry found in the country. It hangs a curtain of gloomy
superstition over the land. Ancestral halls are endowed and
repaired, and the cereinonies perpetuated thereby.

Numerous tablets, twelve to fifteen juches high, are ereeted for
<leparted rèlatives, before which incense is bnrned xnorning and
evening. For a deceased father the ceremonial must be kept up
for forty-nine days. A brideg«>room's ancestors must be worshipped
by bis bride as iveil as himself. When a seholar obtains bis
-degree, when an efficer is advanced in rank, and on anniversaries
<tif births and deaths, this worship must be performed. At the
Festival of the Tombs in the spring time, the people universally
have a family gathering te worship the dead. ln ancestral halls,
in private rooms, in the house, bef re a few tablets or hundreds,
the wos-thip goes on. A family is mentioned in Canton having
eèlever. hundred tables in ea,,-h of two rooms, and the third con-
tainig an image of the anacestor, a disciple of Confucius who
lived B. C. 300. The tablets are arranged from above down-
wards, the oldest' being on 'the top. The venerable amongst *the
living may have tables aiso, but covered with red paper.

The objeet of *.-is wrship is two-fold, viz.:- to secure the repose
of the dead; to provide them with comfort, clothing, furnituire,
made of paper andt transported to them by burning; and also to
-secure the worsh ipper from. damnage in person, business or property,
from the resticas ghosts of these departed relations. Oue haif of
the female population of China devote their time, not occupied
in domestie duties, to inaking articles connected with ancestral
worship.

Large benevolence and kindness to both men and animais have
been claimed for the Chinese. as the resuit of their religions. It
is probable that the Buddhist doctrine of metenipsychosis, doesl
superinduce some carefnlness in the matter of destroylng life, but
-the cruel and inhuman character of Chinese punishment at law,
show the absolute failure of all these religions combined to master
the barbarons elemeut of heathenism.

Early Miegions.-It is probable that Christianity was, introduced
;ît a very early date into China. In the sixth century the Nes-
torian Christians had missions there. These became flourishing
a century later. The Roman Catholie-s hâve had* laissions in
China for neariy six hundred years, though with a Èuctuating
fortune. After seventy-six years they were almost wholly broken
utp. Receutly they have inereased their force of workers; in
1870 they claimed 404,530 adherents.
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