
apprepriate edifices for the worship and service of God! ObCurcli debts are like
Dolilah's soissors-they shear off tire lockzs of ersergetie strength from tire hcads
of those moral Sampsons, who otîservise would stansd up in their migitin de.
fonce of the Israel of God, swud in tho spirituial sul)jtigatioii of the precioùs but
impenitent portion of our people. If the world is compared te, the sca, and thse
Ohurc li to a shdp, then chutrchi debts are tise saud-bars, bresikers, and sunkon rocks
which impede and ondanger tise progress of the vessol ! If the Church is like
the mnoon, thon churci dobts are eclipses vrhichi obscure the biillianey of ber glo.
ry 1 If shie bo a b.ride; thoýn churcli debts throw lier inte dishabillo and iliame,
iusd sho is prevontod frein appearisîg in lier true character and dross," like a bride
.idortiod with bier jewels." And if the Churcli bo the gardon of tise Lord,
filied with choice plants, thoen church debts are tire cut-worms whicls gnaw at tio
root, ont out tho gormn of promising prosperity, ansd prevent maturityl1 But
titne would fail mie to pourtray, in either simple statement or lively illustration, the
blighting, baleful, withering influence of church debts upon the cause of Christ.
Can anything bo donc to remnedy present evils, and proveiit future similar ones!
It.is bolieved that something éflèctual can be done.

Lot tise wealthy followors of Christ ofecacli denbnrination "Dring forward Ilthieir;
ilver and thieir gold" in thé nime of the HEoly One of Israel, and extinguish as

ceeu ais possible every just debt iii their respective departments of the CIiurch of
God. This 18 their privilege,' and every privilego involves a duty. Wben pre.
sent liabilities are honourably cancoiled, tihon let the assthorities of the Cburch
reselve on twe things-let. Never te allow any new cisurci building te ho coin.
menced in future, unlessjust aîsd competent rneans bo positiveiy, or, to sa.y thie
Ieast, reasonably secuired to insure its completion. 2d. And should any church
edifice be, hereafter erected, nd ieft under a load of debt, lot the same autlîoritiês
se that ne minister be placed there, until that load is remeoved out of the wvay,
and cempetent and honourable provision be made for bis support 1 Lot ail tlis
ho donc, for it can be donc. Thon the Church will appear in cisaracter; sÙ6
wil] l "Arise and shine, an-i the glery of the Lord will ho seen nîen bier Pl Ber'
moral power wlI ho greatly IDrnntd. The hearts of lier people "Ivili flowt-W
gether," and they wilIl" fly in clouds" to tiseir sanctuaries, liko Ild(oves te thoir
windows 1" 1 say evesy lawful chuîrci dcbt in our cisurches cai be seon p.-id,
and fully paid, by the wealthi that is in them. There is ne use in denyingf it-
this werk can ho accemplished. Wlbat say you, rny rici, Iarge-hearted 1felloiî
Christian ? Will you cerne straiglît up) te the wverk and begin at once? Do you
like this doctrine ? If yeu do flot, please Ilshow a more excellent way ;" an*i if
you do like it, then I conclude by risking most respectfully tise question-" 'WF.D
wili respond and say, I believe the dootrine, and arn ready te sustain it.accordi1g,
te my ability?" gý

THE LAMP OF GOD.

True Religion, sprung frorn God abovo,
Se, like lier fountain, foul of charity,

Embracing ail tlsings with a tender love,
Full of good-ivill and meok expectancy,,
Pull of true justice and sure verity,

Iu heart and voice; free, large, oven infinite,
Net wedged in straiglit peculiarity,

But grasping ail in her vast active sprigbt,
Bright lamp of God 1 that men would joy in thy pure iight.
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