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FORMS 0F ?MODERN INFIDELITY. 2
Frora iLs slifting character, iL is difficuit to attanipt a ircgular classification

of the fornis af M~odern Jnfldolity.
\Ve regard Dcism, Pantlcran, andi Atlaisam a the principal branchas growing

out of tha main trunk of this deadly Upas.
I. Dss>t lins its offslîoots.
Ils prominent principle is the sufllcienay of natural religion, but it ir,

advoentcd. in different wvays. Thorn Vs a Deism %Yhichi keept% on friendly ternis
with Christinnity; n Deismn whicli mnintains a noutral, position ; and a Poism
which assumes an attitude positively hostile.

1. he lcim a thfir8t clasa looks upon Clirististnityn na republic. tien, inn
now and iniprovcd edition, of the religion of nature. It bImils Christ, not ns a
Iledeemer, whl "wept in tho manger and huing upon the trea, " te rG. istata
man in God's forfeited faveur, and, ta re-engrave on his shattored seul, GocUs
olaced imna&e; but ns n reformer, raised nip nt a degenerate ara, to dispel tia
mists of prejudico, te doliver from the shiacidles af superstition, and to set forth,
"fair as tha moon and ecear as the sun,"l the grand ý'distinctive principîca of

natural religion. Rie is Iauded as the typo of tho truc> man, who envo a fresli
polisl and sottingý te gems of truth tha-t hnd lmin iznbeclded nmid a mass of
menalg and moral rubbisli, .vhicli the course of tima had accumulnted. TIîo
morality of the Bible is greatly adniired; but its doctrines arc rcgardcd,
as unnatural exerescenceb on its fair murfice, ma-rring its sy-mmetry, and imilair-
ing its strangth. This is just the old Dejas, suited to the Lamper of tho ninet-
ecnth. Century.

2. The Deîsm of tha second class stand aloof from Christianity, contenclig for
the entire sufficiency of natural religion, and painting-in gloiving colora its attrau-
Live features. "Love God and have perfect Faithi in lis love te man,-cultivaie
the religious prineiplo. Listen ta the inspiration of genius,-ontamlplate the
infinita." Theese are the prime articles in its creed. It-speaks of tha beauty of
virtue, of tha natural goodness implantcd in every man's becart, and tha singulatr
felicity of those waho, ara raloased from the traimals af a wviittun lzw, and
spontaneously folloiv the prom pting af aenerous, disintcrested lova.

3. Tho Deism ai tha ilLird class riscs net ta the loyal ai those sublime heights
at %vich tha othier two aspira. Divested af every mask, and impellcd by an
implacable malice, it ivages an uneompromising and unscrupulous var against
Clîristianity. It breatlies ne honeyed compliments, but only '-thratenings and
slaugliter. " Reposing a genaral bali in, tia J3eing and attributes of God, iL
frowvns indigniantly on the Christian iaith as a mighty hioax, a iniserable sham,
a litige systara oi imposture. It deals in the basest insinuations, inventa tha
grossest slandars, rakes Up the dust af focs long dead and buried, rasorts in short
ta the most men and spiteful expediants. Itouphiolds tho religion of nature in
conimon with the others, but more, with the view of assftiling, under the
covert it supplies, the religion K~ Christ.

IL Pâi NTHEISM1, as dia nanme imnporta, asserts the universality of God. This
seenis quito an orthodox 8aiitiment wvhen first ann*ounccd, for whither can we
go from God's presence or fiee from. lis Spirit 1 but this is flot the sensa in
whlich it la understoo{i I>aatbeisn professes to, find God. oecry where, but, in
point ai fact, finds hiîn nowhere. ~tignoes tha distinct persolîîality of tha
Divine Being, and itimates in a vagua, indefaite, misty faslîion, that the
divine elemeat is diffused through dia ivhole realmn of Nature. kt assumes a
'double iormn, a spiritua1 and a matarial. The une makes the Univarse God, the
aLlier makes God the Univarse. Ia bath foris, iL is but a revival, with slight
modifications, af the notion which ia incorporated -with the )iud.dhist religio


