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Practienl Edueation,

Quor’os in rolation to mothods of teaching, discipline, school managoment
will bo answored in this dopartmont. J. HUGHES, EDprror.

ERRORE IN ARTICULATION AND HOW TO CURE THEM.

a—

II.

LISPING.

This error consists in the substitution of ¢k for the hissing ound

inc, s, v or z, a8
Theather for Casar. Thickthty for Sixty.
Yoth, thir * Yes, sir. Thithe ¢ Sizo.

Causes.—It is always onused by allowing the tongue to lio too
low in tho mouth, or tvo far forward.

Remedies.—Raiso the tongue completely out of the lower and
front portion of the mouth, and placo the end of it lightly against
tho gums of the uppor incisor teeth while the air is being forced
over it to produce tho hissing sound, which is made by the air
rushing past the ends of the teeth, as the whistling of the wind is
produced by the sharp angles of a house in autumn. Practise the
hissing whistle often indulged in by boys; do it whenever it can be
done without annoying any porson, until you have complotely
eradicated the lisp, and can easily uiter a pure, sweot, birdlike
bissing whistle. Then repent the following deliberately, corefully
watohing your tongue in forming every hissing sound :—

Simple Simon saw sixty-six sets of steel scissors sharpenod and
set last Saturday at Sam Slick’s, consequently hoe knows how to
sharpan and sét scissors for his sweet sister, Susan.

The Tongue should never bo sllowed to protrude beyond the feeth
in uttering any sound.

THICKNEC . )® \'TTERANCE.

Causes.—Thickuess of utteranze may arise from malformation,
bad habits, defective control of the muscles or indolence.

Re, edies.— Malformation will reguire a surgical operation.
The worst habils axe chewing tvbacco and drinking spirtuous liguors.
Any porson who has listened to the spenking of a drunkard needs
no further proof of the necessity for avoiding these habits.

Defective muscular control arises from a lack of nerve stimulus,
and any porson suffering from it should obtain plenty of sleep, and
asmusements that will interest *vithout exciting,

In most cas~s, howe er, this ervor is caused solely by indolence.
There is no better single test of a mau's energy than his mode of
articulation. Ifhe is too indolent to lift and move his tongue
properly, he is not likely to display much energy in his general
actions. So direct is the connection between a man’s mode of
articnlating and his general style, that any one who has paid
muchaitention to the matter can almost unerringly predict his
mode 0f utterance from his action, or describe his manner of
action from his utterance. One who is quick and graceful in his
movements will not be thick in his articulation; sud on the other
hand, one who drags his toes in walking, and allows bis arms to
dangle at his sides, very rarely enuncisles cloarly. Teachers
should be especially careful to cause their pupils to stand erect,
with their lower extremities firmly braced at the knees, while read-
ing or answoring orally. The very effort required to do this is
similar to that required 1o secure distinctnoss of utterance.

OMISSION OF SOUNDS.

This is the most common of all the errors in articulation. Very
foew oven of the most careful speakers avoid it in all its forms. Yet
numerous as are the errors of this class, they may with few excep-
tions be traced to two sources. Ho who gives a full, definite sound
to final consonants and unaccented vorvels, will moke fow errors by
omission.

Consonant Omissions.—Tho consonants most commonly ignored
aro, d, f, g, h, r,and ¢,
D.
Tuois tetter is all but universally omitted in such words as :

An’ for And. Wiles for Wilds.
Froms ¢ Frionds. Kinoly “  Kindly.
Feecls ¢ Tields. Bline-ness **  Blindness.
Colely *  Coldly. &o.. &e.

Cause.—1t is scarcoly over omittod unless procedod by [ or », and
the ronson of its omission after these lotters is, the tongue oceupies
the same position in making their final sounds, that it does in mak-
ing the introductory sound of d. Itis odd that d is nover omitted
after sounds which vequiro an arrangement of the vocal orgaus
differing from its own. When we havo to form the whole letter we
never omit it ; when wo have our orgaus placed in roadiness for its
formation we rarely articulate it. No o2 omits it after a vewel, or
dfter r, or any consonant oxcopt those which require the tongue to
bo placed aguinst the gums of the upper incisors in their formation.

Remedics.~—Enunoiate such a word as an, dwolling on the final
sound, and carefully watching tho position of the tonguo at its
closo. Then follow with and in a similar manner. It will thus be
found that in the first case the sound is completed with the tongue
pressed against the front part of the roof of the mouth ; and in the
second, atter going through precisely similar movements, the end
of the tongue is pressed more strongly for an instant, so as to in-
crease the pressure of the air, and then suddenly removed to form a
slight explosicn., This explosion is represented to the eye in print
by d, and whenever this letter occurs tho oxplosion ought to be dis-
tinctly beard. Iuis not considered good articulation to make this
oxplosion strong.enough to produce an ¢echo, but in practising to
acquire the d force T would not hesitate to do o, even prolonging it
into an additional syllable. What would be improper in ordinary
rending or speaking may produce oxcellent results as an arlicu-
lation drill exercise.

Note.—D is not sounded in Wednesday or handsome.

P,

This latter is frequently omitted in the word of when it is fol-
lowed by a consonant. Scotchmen omit it in many phrases, as
“ The Land o’ Cakes,” but men of all nationalities oftea do so be-
fore the combination-th, as ** Watchman, what o' the night.” It
is also sometimes omitted in the word twelfth.

Causes.—Haste or indoler.ce.

Remedy.—Tako time to partially shut off the precedina sound by
meeting the upper lip and the under teeth.
G.
Gross mistakes aro made by the omissions of this letter. They
occur in final ing, and in words where g is situated between n and
th.

EXAMPLES.
Roadin’ for Reading. Singin’ for Singing.
Writin' ¢ Writing. Goin’ ¢ Goiug.
Len'th ¢ Length. Stren’th ¢ Strenzth,

Canse.—Placing the point only instead of the body of the tongue
against the roof of the mouth. This may ko easily shown by
enunciating in and ing, as directed for an aud and under D.

Remedies.—Prolong any vowel sound snd suddenly close it off by
placing the body of the tongue against the rnof of the mouth. It
will also be a good practice to say sing (as the g is nover suppressed
at tho end of a monosyllable), and then repoat the identical ing
sound of s-¢ng so as to form the word singing. It will bo well to di-
vide the words for sound-spcliing as follows :
Br-ing-ing.
St-ing-ing.

Cl-ing-ing.
Sw-ing-ing.

S-ing-ing.
R-ing-ing.
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