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THE CO-EDUCATION OF THE SEXES.*

BY JOHN MILLAR, B.A., ST. THOMAS.

ITHIN a few years the subject

of female education has received
a large share of public attention. In
nearly every country of Europe pro-
gress has been exhibited towards se-
curing higher intellectual advantages
for the female sex. The discussion,
which still goes on, is not limited by
distinctions arising from diff-rences of
race or creed. Christian communi-
ties are fast acknowledging the justice
of woman'’s clains, and the reflex in-
fluence which man has felt from her
improved attainments warrants con-
tinued efforts in her behalf.

In Canada the question is present-
ing itself at an important period in
our educational history.
of study in our High Schools and
Colleges has been widened and modi-
fied to meet the growing wants of the
people. The advisability of building
and endowing female academics has
been considered by many religious
denominations. OQur future position
and prospects, in an intellectual point
of view, will largely depend upon the
policy which guides our present course
of action. The course we now adopt
should be one prompted by the sug-
gestions of reason and the teachings
of experience.

In this article I purpose consider-
ing a phase of the question which has
been extensively discussed in the
United States, England, and Conti-
nental Europe. Where and how shall
females be educated, is the important
matter that has developed such varied
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opinions. Shall girls be taught in the
same institutions as boys? I am 1P
favour of the joint education of thé
sexes in the Public School, the High
School, the College, and the Univer-
sity, and for the following reasons: |

I. The system of co-education 15
preferable on economical grounds,

since from the same expenditure Of -

money greater efficiency will be secur”
ed. I do not attach the highest 1"
portance to this evident advantag®
because, if not superior in other €
spects, economy alone should not set”
tle the case. This point, nevertheles$
cannot be overlooked, since the queés”
tion has its practical side. With
separate institutions for the sexes th€
cost of education will be nearly
doubled if like efficiency is to D¢
maintained.
that woman does not require a supe’”
ior education, would seriously militat€
against her prospscts of high attal”
ments if the sexes are placed in sepa¥;
ate institutions. The public wou

continue to neglect her wants, and th
state colleges that might be provide

for her training could scarcely be €*°
pected to become highly efficient-
Unless provision were made by publ®
funds, the demands of all would not
receive attention, Private institution®
if established, would only answer t

requirements of the wealthy, and th
poor man would have no opportumty
of giving his daughter the advantage®
of superior education. If co-educatio?®
is injurious for the daughter of t

* A paper read before the County of Elgin Teachers’ Association.
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