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Yould he listen to any one, in fact he told
di(li.' Keynton he did not want any assistance. neiiher
pe € spend time enough on any one of the claims to pros-
Bl?tllt’ let alonc the seventeen he reported on. Captain
P 4Cx asked me if I would take my partner and help to pros-
IetCt the ground by sinking shalts and running open cuts.
in old him “Yes”; but Mr. Rathbone refused the help, say-
frg that he could make the examination that he wished to
Tlom the surface. He had two Indians and a cousin of his.
di;&y went to the top of the bank of gravel and took enough
e tofill a gold pan, then he went down the hill about thirty
p;ft and took another pan of dirt from the surface and re-
“ated the operation until he came to the bottom of the
‘;:tlk By doing that he had the same kind of gravel in the
o Pan as he had in-the first, as the gravel keeps rolling
o M the top of the hill down. He did not take any gravel
faclTOSPect at a greater depth than 18 inch  from the sur-
thce ...... From my working on the creek and benches I find
aat a man cannot tell anything about the ground by the sur-
ﬁrce Prospects, as I can get gold in most any place, but it is
glfe’ I also find that the gold is scattered all through the
1 ﬁ,"nd» but that the most is on bedrock................. e
forp: e hydraulic mined from here to Colorado River, Cali-
thema'.a“d know what a hydraulic mine is. (At this point
bo Writer again indulges in personal reference to Mr. Rath-
rnes professional capabilities, and these it is not advisably,
givPerhaps fair to publish). What I say is square, and I can
Sl'f You references both here, in California and also in the

“1¢ of Washington, where I have mined.”
. ese letters do not, we think, require any com-
asent' However, we do not desire to be understocd
de Meaning that Mr. Rathbone was wrong in con-
agmmg the properties in question. IHe may have
th Strong reasons for arriving at the conclusion that
ace ground was valueless, that the unquestioned in-
Cessibility of the country would render the profit-
Qule working of these claims a matter of great ditfi-
an(}Y- If he held these views, after making a careful
Systematic investigation, it was clearly his duty to
er Ort accordingly to his employers, the North West-
loneers, Limited. Mr. Rathbone, of course,
as he states, have made what in his judgment
rels a carcful examination of the ground, but we are
r(A“Ctantly compelled to admit that after reading his
niﬁ?ﬁt’ any hydraulic mining engincer to whom it
th :t t be submitted, would come to the conclusions
- 4t Mr. Rathbone’s idea of what constituted a “care-
str hydraulic ground differed
to ?)ngely from his own. A mining engineer’s report
is S € of any value should be so worded that when it
Vi d:g)mltted, those for whom it was prepared—pro-
of :h they possess the slightest technical knowledge
¢ subject—should be able to form as accurate
ert Opinion regarding the nature and value of the prop-
ﬁxg On which the report is based, as the expert who
Mined it. How can this be accomplished but by
fte, OSCSt attention to detail and salient facts? It
Teco Nowever, happens that while an engineer may
ine 2Mze this fundamental principle of mine report-
hig o £ 18 loath to follow it. If a man is ignorant of
it iSSUbJQCt he is wise to talk as little as possible, and
tmer, also easier and safer to condemn than to com-
Viden, Many mirnes that are now on a substantial di-
n()u:d“paymg basis have been at one time pro-
Umy; ¢d worthless, and in the case of a Briti<h Col-
amp]e Mine, we have the Rossland Le Roi as an ex-
Porteq ;.. 1€ properties upon which Mr. Rathbone re-
SYncf‘d In the Omenica District are now owned by a
su Cate of Americans who are expending large
tha $ for machinery and equipment. It is yet possible
t 1S American syndicate will demonstrate to Mr.

’ . - .

dray;one’s English company that a practical hy-
lesy IC engineer and miner, who has learnt his busi-
Dﬁriom the hydraulic gold ficlds of California, is a su-
T Judge of alluvial bench ground than a Wit-

dte N .
Tsrand Inspector of Mines.
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All duly qualified assayers practising in this Pro-
vince will, we think, have every cause to be well
pleased with the eminently proper
THE and sensible legislation which ha:
QUALIFICATION just been passed by the I'rovincial
OF ASSAYERS.  Parliament to provide in future
against the performance of as ay
work by incompetent and unfit persons. That there
was real need for legislative action in this regard we
have repeatedly shown in these columns, and wiile
expressing our gratification that measures have hoen
taken to remedy the evil complained of we at the
same time derive some natural satisfaction in the
knowledge that the efforts put forward through the
MiNixG RECORD to secure legislation of this charac-
ter have not been unavailing. Briefly, the Act pro-
vides for the bi-annual institution of examinations
under Government for efficiency in the practice «f
assaving and “other kindred subjects as may be
deemed advisable; and after the expiration of two
years from the 1st of March, 1899, no one not hold-
ing a Government certificate of efficiency will be al-
lewed to practice as an assayer in the Province; bu.
in order to save men of recognized professional stand-
ing the annovance of undergoing a test of this kin'i
provision is made that any person applying for a cer-
tificate of efficiency on satisfying the duly appointed
exaniiners that he has passed a course of practical
analytical or assay work in any school of mines or
college in Canada, Great Brtiain or Ireland, shall be
entitled to receive such a certificate on recommencda-
tion of the examiners; or, in other words, the Gov-
ernment certificates will be granted to all applicants
able to produce satisfactory credentials. The pas-
sage of this measure will unquestionably have the ef-
fect of raising the standard of efficiency among as-
sayers in British Columbia, and by debarring incom-
petent men from practising as assayers in the Pro-
vince, it will furthermore, to a considerable extent,
achieve the purpose {or which it was really intendei,
namely, the protection of the public against imposi-
ticn at the hands of ignorant and fraudulently dis-
posed persons assuming a knowledge of analytical
chemistry. It is, however, we think, to be regretted
that so long a time as two years must expire before
the Act can become operative. This, notwithstand-
ing, legislation upon such lines is, in British Colum-
bia, a step in the right direction, and we hope before
leng to see measures of a similar nature introduced in
the Provincial Legislature applying to the profes-
sions of both mine managers and mining engineers.
Incompetency in either of these callings may, and
very often does, lead to the most serious conce-
quences, not only as regards ill-directed effort and
misapplied expenditures, but often in the loss of hu-
man life.  We shall take an carly opportunity of re-
ferring more fully to this important subject.

The amendments placed upon the statutes of this
I'rovince with regard to the Coal Mines Regulation
Act will prove of the greatest possible benefit to the
coal miners of this Province. The first amendment
has for its object the exclusion of Japanese from coal
mines. Some years ago an act was passed prohibiting
the employment of Chinese in these mines, but by rea-
son of a technical flaw in the wording of the act it was
not enforced until last year, when the neccssary alter-
ations were made rendering the act effective.  Find-
ing that the law prohibited the employment of Chinese
the coal companies at once proceeded to engage



