HERIOT'S TRAVELS

precipices, and accessible only by three ways, cut with labour*- -~
The soil below i5 fertile and well cultivated,
producing copious harvests of wheat and Indian corn. The
mclosures are adorned with hedge-rows. of Lombardy poplars,
which rise in pyramidal shapes, and exhibit a pleasing appearance.
The gloomy faces of - the- surrounding rocks are shaded and
varied - by - evergreens,. consisting of laurels, ‘myrtles, fayas,
pao-sanguintro, tamujus, uve de serra, and a number of other
shrubs and vines. ~Streams. of crystalline water, interrupted in
‘Fyheir downward course, dash with impetuosity and foaming fury
from _rock to rock, ‘and collecting in deep, stony basins beneath,
thence issue in serpentine rivulets, which intersect the valley ina
variety of -diréctions; in some. situations, rushing on: with
muring sound ; in others, creeping along witha smooth and
I'hese, together with the. appearance of the
boiling -fountains; from whence clouds of steam are continually
tbrown up; a lake, well stocked with water-fowl ; blackbirds,
and Other- feathered songsters of the grove, enlivening by their -
nrelody; fruits, and aromatic plants, yielding the most grateful
odours, contribute to form a combinat
pleasing, and wildly picturesque.
{'The valley, which is named

out of the ‘cliffs.
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» Furno, - cfftains - 2 number of
boiling fountains; the most remarkable of these, the cauldron,
is situated upon a small eminence, being a circular basin of
thirty feet in diameter, whose water, boiling with ceaseless:-
agitation, ‘emits a quantily of vapour. At a few paces distant:
trom hence is the cavern Boca de Inferno, throwing out, for a
considerable way from its mouth, quantities of water mixed with-
mud, accompanied by’ a noise like thunder. Around this spot, -

. and within the compass of anacre of land, thereare upwards of

- a hundred fountaius of the sanie kind; and even in the midst of a

- rivulet which runs by it, are several of these springs, so'hot as to

" be insupportable to the touch. In other places the sulphureous .
vapours 1ssué with such force from .a number of aperturesin the

overhanging cliffs, as to suggest to the fancy an idea of the
place being inhabited by athousand fabled Cyclops, occupied with

their bellows and forges, in fabricating thunder. The surface-
of the groand is covered in many places with pure sulphur,
which has been condensed from the steam, .and which, like hoar
frost, is arranged in sharp-pointed, stellated figures.

- Not far distant from these hot springs, there are

nature extremely cold, particularly two, whose waters possess a

strong mumeral "quality,. accompanied by a sharp, acid taste..

About half a gule to the westward of this place, and close by

the side of a ‘river, there are likewise several sulphureous

fountains, "whose waters bave been used with eminent success, by.
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