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want aoinefchinjf a littlo out of the wiiy of routine work, are the essays

of HolnieN and of Austin Flint, ami many others equally refreHhiii<{

and instructive.

Finally, to those who pei-chanco may still have leisure—though

that is barely credible— 1 would say, dip a little into the history of

nu'flicine. What can be more int»!restinj( than to try tt) oppreciate

the genius and sound common-sense of ^iippocrates, to trace the grad-

ual growth of modern ideas from the fantastic superstitions and gro-

tes(|ue practices of the Middle Ages, to realise the condition of mind
of those who propounded the " vitalistic," the " Hrunonian," the

' inHammatory " and other e(|ually extraordinary and exclusive

theories of disease ; or again, to read the lives of the great mastt.'rs of

the profession— Vesalius, Am'broise Pare, Harvey, Sy<lenham, Boer-

haave, Laennee, Jenner and many others etpially distinguishetl, ancient

ond modern ? At the risk of being called a medical 'I'oniuemada, I

would suggest as the next addition to the curriculum of studies, a

course of lectures on the history of medicine. 1 firmly believe that

the extra labour entailed upon the student, would be amply compen-

sated by the result—the; cultivation of the philosophical spirit, the

stimulation of a <h;eper interest in the fundamental discoveries in

medicine, and a proper appreciation of the genius of the pioneers in

our art, coupled with a <lue spirit of humility and modesty with res-

pect to our own efforts.

We are only too apt to take for granted as elementary truths,

discoveries that in years gone by were the battle ground of the

fiercest controversies, and to think that the present period of medi-

cal science is the only one that can lay claim to the gratitude of

suffering humanity. In the introduction to his " Grundi-iss der Ges-

chichte der Medicin," Baas emphasises as follows the value cf the

study of the history of medicine :
" An acquaintance with the history

" of his science is, how(>ver, especially indispensable to the practical

" physician, if he wouM thoroughly comprehend i»nd penetrate the

" secrets of his profession. To him, indeed, it is the bright and polar

" star, since undoubtedly it alone can teach him the principles of a

" medical practice independent of the currents, the faith and the

" superstition of the present. Moreover, it offers him as scientific gain,

" thorough knowledge of the past, the measure for a just and well-

" founded criticism of the doings of his own time, places in his hand
" the thread by which he unites past conditions and efforts with those

" of the present, and sets before him the mirror in which he may
" observe and compare the past and the present, in order to draw
" therefrom well-grounded conclusions for the future. An acquain-


