
IN T R O D U C T 10 N.

Foit ages the tribes and families of men lived isolated
fror, and unknown to each other-.- There seemedlt to have
been an-insurmountable barrier to separate one half of the
world from the other. So far as mutual intercourse with
and knowledge of each other extended, the population of
the eastern and western portions of our globe, especially
might as well, almost, have been the inhabitants of differ-
ent planets.

The spirit of enterprize. however, began at length to
awaken ; and thé boundaries of science to enlarge ; and
discoveries in varigus departments were gradually and
continually beiig made. At length Columbus,. who po:J..
sessed a vigorôus and inquisitive imind, and a stock of
knowiedge uncommon to his day, by the exercise of his
powers of reason on a variety of principles and fac ts, ex-
pandedb is ideas many steps beyond those ordinorily en-
tertained, and began to conceive that there must'be ano-
4her side to ihe globe-some terra incegnits-to completé
the habitable earth. Withacuteness of understantin
Coluirbus possessed energy and perseverance in action
and after many irüpediments being removed, antd asteund-
ing difficulties surmountedh, e discovered the object of
his searchi. Great bas been bis fame, and rany the ho-
noiurs conferred upon him,t least, by posterity.

But the enquiry will naturaly arise, what benpfits have
accrued to the inhabitants of those rgiors by the disco-
very ; and their consequen, intercourse with the old world?
This, I an aware, has been made a serious question by


