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The second clas3 have been recognized as Indians, and have
passed into the bands among whom they reside.

The position of the third class is more difficult. The loss
of the means of livelihood by the destruction of the buffalo,
presses upon them, as upon our Indian tribes; and with regard
to them I reported in 1876, and I have seen no reason to
change my views, as follows:

" There is another class of the population in the North-West
whose position I desire to bring under the notice of the Privy
Council. I refer to the wandering Half-breeds of the plains, who
are chiefly of French descent and live the lif e of the Indians.
There are a few who are identified with the Indians, but there
is a large class of Metis who live by the hunt of the buffalo, and
have no settled homes. I think that a census of the numbers
of these should be procured, and while I would not be disposed
to recommend their being brought under the treaties, I would
suggest that land should be assigned to them, and that on their
settling down, if after an exaniination into their circumstances,
it should be found necessary and expedient, some assistance
should be given them to enable them to enter upon agricultural
operations."

FUTURE OF THE INDIANS.

And now I come, to a very important question, What is to
be the future of the Indian population of the North-West ? I
believe it to be a hopeful one. I have every confidence in the
desire and ability of the present administration, as of any suc-
ceeding one, to carry out the provisions of the treaties, and to
extend a helping hand to this helpless population. That, con-
ceded, with the machinery at their disposal, with a judicious
selection of agents and farm instructors, and the additional aid
of well-selected carpenters, and efficient school teachers, I look
forward to seeing the Indians, faithful allies of the Crown, while
they eau gradually be made an increasing and self-supporting
population.


