
BOAS) SKETCH1 OF THE KWAKIUTL LANGUAGE

The phonetic development of the pronoun, when placed before

a'noun, has two series of forrms, a definite and an indefinite. The

formerare da, xa, laxa, sa, qa'; the latter, -, x, lax, s, q. The use

of the indefinite is, however, much more restricted than that of

the corresponding forms in Englisli., 'he indefinite forms are also

used preceding proper nouns.

The language has a strong tendency to combine the possessive

pronoun, which ordinîarily appears as a suffix, with the pronominal

suffixes just referred to, so that they form a phonetic unit, mean-

ing; he my, he thy; etc. From EnE'm dife, we have >EnE'ftEn

my wife; but 1 nnl I itEnk'm said skc-my wife, Sn'k:êxês

ZEnE'm said hedto-his wife. In the second person the pronoun

is repeated as a suffix to the noun; in the "third person it is

combined wj h the pronominal suffix when subject and pos-

sessor are identical, it is suffixed to the bstnti e f hey are

distinct.

8n'k'En 2EE'm my wife said. näk'èxEn 2EnEm he said la my uife:
né'kéës EfnE'môs thy wfje saidY -nêk'èxs 2 ENE'm s kh said /o f'y wift-
'k-ëda 2 EnE'mas his-wiesaid. nntkxès EUnhem ksaid te -is- oWn)

ife.
ènêk'bx EnE mas he said tah Ms (te

other man's) wife.

Our conjunction '!ànd," arid interrogative an'd a number of de-

monstrative pronouns are treated in the same manner. This phe-

nomenon is evidently closely connected with the tendency of

adverbs and auxiliary verbs to take the subjective ending of the

verb, while the object remains connected with the verb itself.

k-!ë'sEn dô'qoaq not-f see-him, shows the characteristic arrange-

ment of sentences of this kind. The pronominal elements always

take the terminal place in the verb.

Moods, in the proper sense of the term, are very slightly

developed. Here might be 'classed some of the verbais•to be

discussed later (page 718), the imperative, and the conditional.

The imperative is indicated by the stem of the verb, or by
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