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Steamship Florence Cras
‘of Newfoundland

hes upon Kockson Coast
and Disappears—

> ki - Capt. Barr and Twenty-one

Sa

St. Joha's, Nfid., Dec. 22.

the crew of tl:o!‘ntm-ll.ln:tam?i

ship Florence, from Halifax, for St.
John's, lost their lives in the wreck
of the vessel on the ledges west ol

sible prevented their es

The big tide, backed by the

west gale, made it impossible to re-
obliged to put . back to the

which was pounding beavily,

wind would go do secon:

J. Hedley, volunteered to fake .
men in one of the ship’s boats a
seek a more favorable landing
further along the coast in the

gave his consent
mate’s expedition with reluctance.
. With., 2 :

he saw a break in the rugged line of
clifis. Pointing the nose of the poat
directly into the surf he avoided the
outlying rocks and on the crest of
a great breaker ran his craft in with-
out being = upset. Tumbling out
hastily to avoid being sucked back by
the undertow the mate and his four
men dragged their boat up the
beach out of reach of the sea.

The wind and sea in the meautime

able

the

started fur St Shotis,
nearest inhanited jplace, several

| These two were loft at “St.

on . pp & & --4 the
word of the disdster to this city.

They are not expected to arrive
here before the middle of the week.

Begides Mate Hedley, the survivors
are seamen W. Wight, C. Malmquist,
E. T. Taylor and T. Smeding.

The steamer Florence was of 1,609
tons burden and was built in Sun-
derland, England, in 1889. She was
293.5 feet long, 40.2 beam, with a
depth of 26.1 feet.
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Maritime Pﬁvinces as
Snuday Observers.

" Toronto, Dec. 19.—The Maritime |
Provinces stand high in Sabbath ob-
servance, according to the reports
presented at the annual meeting yes-
terday of the Dominion executive of
the Lord’'s Day Alliance of Canada by
the secretary, Rev. W.M. Rochester.
In the Maritime Provinces, he re-
parted, owing to the - new era of
prosperity entered upon there, many
industrial questions have to ne c(n-
sidered and construction work on
railroad. lines has, in many places,
been stopped. General Sunday fish

ing, too, has been brought under con-
trol. Two Sunday excursions were
dealt with and the guestion was giv-
en attention snd Sunday 1sbor
greatly reduced.

Prince Edward Island, however,
presented no problems, but gave an
example. this year of loyal devotion
to the Lord’s Day Alliance such as
may well be emula‘ed by the other
provinces,

The report deals aiso with the cor-
respondence conducted by the gener-
al secretary with the minister of
‘railways as to the opening of canals
on the Lord’s Day. The attitude ta-
ken by the Alliance was that the rule
of the department should prevail this
year as i other years, until it was
clear that the pressure of traffic de-
manded the opening. With reference
to the Sunday seryice on the Inter-
colonial railway, the report showed
that the Alliance had asked merely
that deference be paid to the istrong
sentiment in that sectian of the coun-

~ try against Sunday service, and that
the government remember its respon-
sibility ix the matter of Sunday traf-
fic a8 an example to all other busi-
ness in the country.

BANK OF NEW BRUNSWICK WILL
MERGE WITH BANK OF
NOVA SCOTIA.

S8t. John, N.B., Dec. 10.— Share-
holders of the Bank of New Bruns-
wick on Monday decided to merge

American Am;assador
Dies in London

London, Dec. 15.—Whitelaw Reid,
the American ambassador to Great
Britain since 1905, died at his. Lwun-
don residence, Dorchester Iouse,
shortly after noon today from pui-
monary oeédema. The end wss auite
peaceful. Mrs. Reid and her daugh-
ter, Mrs. John Hubert Ward, were at

his bedside.

Washington, Dec. 15.—News of the
death in London today, of Amussa-
dor Reid, came as a shock to cofbeial
Washington, for it had not heen gen-
erally realized that Mr. Reid's illness
was of a serious nature.

President Taft paid an unusual tri-
bute to the late ambassador, and ex-
pressed his grief in a cable reply to
a message of sarrow from King
George of Great Britain, whichy
reached the White House today. Tre
president also sent his sympathy ta
Mrs. Reid. Through his own person-
ality Mr, Reid, the president said,
had drawn America and Great Bri-
tain together in closer friendship.

KING GEORGE’S TRIBUTE.

The king’s message said:

“It i with the deepest sorrow that
I have tq inform you of the death of
Mr. Whitelaw = Reid at noon today.
As your;ambassador in this country,
his loss will pe sincerely deplored,
while I #hall mourn for an’ old friend
of many years standing for whom I
had the greatest regard and respect.
The ‘quéen and I sympathize mast
warmly with Mrs. Whitelaw Reid in
her heavy sorrow.’”’

“Your majesty’s sad news of the
- death of Mr. Whitelaw Reid,’? replied
the president, ‘‘has just reached me.
Mr. Reid's death is a loss to both
countries, for his service as ambassa-
dor was exceptional in the closer
friendship that he secured between
them  through his own personility.
His intimate knowledge af hoth coun-
tries, his profound respect and love
for Hngland, entirely consistent with
the highest* loyalty om his part, to
this country, gave him peculiar in-
fluence for good in his great station.
I sincerely thank your majesty for
your message and your expressions of
sympathy and respect.”’

The British Government is convey-
ing the remains of the late ambassa-
dor to America on board thé battle-
ship Natal, which left England on

with the Bank of Nova Scotia.
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Dream, little child! 'Tis Christmas eve.
Dream while the magic hours glide by.
Each wind that blows the snowflakes wild

1s laden with sweet mystery.
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Dream, little child! The glowing coals
Are painting pictures on the wall. -
Out from the quivering shadows there
You almost hear the thrilling call
Of “Merry Christmas, little maid! ‘
1 hope I've brought your heart's desire,".)
And Santa’s shadow just above :
Grows lifelike by the leaping fire. LY

Dream, little child! The Christmas air
Is glowing with your visions bright,
And all the joys tomorrow holds
Are shining on the page of night. _
Dream, little child! And may the years
To you their richest treasures leave,
And may all happy dreams prove real
That come to you this Christmas evel
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CHRISTMAS JOY AT THE SCHOOLS.

Bridgetown and Carleton Corner Schools Give
Spendid Entertainments.—Christmas
Trees Heavily Laden
with Presents.

The Bridgetown School on Thursday

and Friday, was the scene of two or three
very pleasant Christmas entertainments,
but that which was held on Friday, after-
noon by grades 1 and 2, under the Misses
Lloyd and E. E. Chute was particularly
fine. .
The room was crowded to its utmost
capaecity by the children, all anxiously
expectant to see the famous Santa Claus,
who had been travelling day and night
from the icy regions to reach the school-
house in time and there distribute his
largesse in the way of oranges and can-
dies. A large Xmas tree was laden in
every branch and embellished with tin-
sél. and as the sparklets were lit the
whole presented a scene of beauty that
must very vividly have impressed the
youthful mind. To heighten the effect,
the blinds had beén lowered, and lamps
and candles weredistributed ronnd about
the room.

Dr: Jost persided over the ceremonies.

The recitations given by the small
children of these two grades awere very
nicely rendered and deserved the ap-
plause’ which they received. Then the
following was put in:—

Mother Goose's Bhymes

o IETREFIE ..o o ISR OIS A
Little Boy Blue - Clement. Marshall
Bo-Peep - - Florence Ruggles
Mother Goose - - Hortense Griffin
Jack - - - Lyman Abbott
Jill - - Dolly Hunt
Jack Sprat - Arthur Palfrey
Jack’s Wife Louise McNeill
Little Miss Muffitt - Jean Porter |
The Spider - Walter Dechman |
Mary quite contrary - Mary Anthony E
Tommy Snooks - John Roberts |
Betsy Breoks - Jean Wagner |
Wee Willic Winkie , Edward Weare |

Man in‘the Moon - Carmen Piggott
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The entrance of each of the above, |
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many of whom were dressed in characters |
mainder of the children with the suitable |
rhyme, and one or two of the children
were particularly clever in the carrying
out of the tasks allotted them. ‘
The appearance of Santa Claus from
behind the screen caused a great deal of
childish execitement. and no wonder, for
the get-up of Santa Claus was remark-
ably good. Robed in a heavy fur coat,
with a cheery red face and snow-white
beard, John Mc¢Neill looked the part.
Now came the time for the distribu-
tion of the oranges and stockings full of
candies, and the stripping of the tree com-
menced in right royal earnest. Santa
Claus was there, assisted by the Misses
Lloyd and E. E. Chute, and within a

very short space of time every child was
supplied.

The large number of adults present
testified to the interest taken in the pro-
ceedings, and what thoughts were con-
jured up in their minds as to their own
childhood days can be left to the reader’s
imagination.

Three cheers for the teachers conclud-
ed this very interesting and pretty func-
tion,

CARLETON CORNER SCHOOL

One of the prettiest little plays
ever emacted in the abowe school was
that which was staged on Friday ev-
ening under the title of ‘‘Santa
Claus’ Mistake.” Old Santa had
heard from his usual sources of in-
formation that one of the girls had

{a very bad reputation for being

naughty and unwilling to do what
she was told. Accordingly, Santa
had arranged for this particular girl
a present in the shape of a bundle
of sticks. Miss Annie Ricketson
was to be the unfortunate recipient
of this Christmas gift. The in-
formation Santa had received was
incorrect, inasmuch as the initials of
the name given him by his inform-
ant were wrong.

Fortunately, for all concerned, San-

| ta discovered his mistake in time in

the last act of the play; and to
make reparation for the great wrong
he had done her, promised overy-
thing Miss Annie could wish fer. Now

|the latter had picked up a poor

match-seller (little Misg Ruth Jack-
son) from the street, and in response
to Santa’s generous offer asked that
the poor matchseller receive gll the
gifts she required, which was at
once acceded to.

In the conduct of the play nearly
all the pupils took part, the leading
ones being Misses Grace and Annie
Ricketson. The part of Santa Claus
was ably carried ont by Harold Mc-
Gowen, who distributed the gifts
irom the tree, ar{d he in very truth
looked a typical Father Christmas.

to suit the parts, was heralded by the re- , ?be pupils one and &l were excullent

in their various roles, and deserve
great commendation.

The decorations were of an ex-
tremely effective deseription, spruce
and crepe paper being very freely
used. A large Christmas tree stood
in the south-west corner of the room
and was heavily laden with candy
and presents.

Too much praise cannot be given
to the teachers for the mannmer in
which the whole programme was
carried out, everything passing off
without a hitch.

The room was well filled with
scholars and adults, and one snd all
enjoyed a truly Christmas pantomime.

At the conclusion hearty and pro-
longed cheers were given to the
teachers, and strong lusty little
voices gave the Natiopal Anthem
only as it should be rendered.

A small admission fee was charged,
which added eight dollars to the
school funds. i

e

CAPITAL - -
RESERVE FUNDS
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{ Roval Bank of Canada

INCORPORATED 1869.

- - $11,500,000
- - $12,500,000

AGGREGATE ASSETS - $1 75,000,000
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70 BRANCHES IN THE MARITIME PROVINCES
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 SAVINGS DEPARTMENT

1

Deposits of $1.00 and upwards received and
interest allowed at highest current rates.
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A. F. LITTLE MANAGER, Bridgetown
F. G. PALFREY MaAnacGer, Lawrencetown.
E. B. McDANIEL Ma~NaceR, Annapolis Royal




