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THE INVINCIBLE ARMADA

Following the story of English history as
written in the record of the great battles, the
defeat of the Invincible :Armada, as . King
Philip of Spain called it, comes next in' order
after Bosworth Field. Every schoolboy knows
about this remarkable tragedy of the high
seas—how the great Armada sailed against
England, only 10 be destroyed by battle and
tempest. A brief narrative of the fight will
be given, but the main point to be dealt with
is as to how the struggle was precipitated and
what its result was upon the progress of the
world.

To find the beginning of events, which led
up to this famous sea fight, we must go back
for some years to the tiiie when the famous
papal bull was issued dividing the unexplored
world between Spain and Portugal. Under it
the dominion of the Pgcific was vested in
Spain. Just what authority the Pope had to
make this partition is neither here nor there;
but at the time it was ordained, the people of
England were not miuch concerned one way
or the other, and there was no one else in
Furopesin a position to raise any objection.

But in: the year 1540 there was born in a Dev- .

onshire town a lad, who whep very young was
apprenticed to a sea captain and made several
voyages under- him. He soon had a ship of
his own and carried on a profitable coasting
trade. But the spirit of Francis Drake was
too adventurous to be content with sailing
from port to port in home waters, and at
twenty-five years of age he set out for Guinea
and the West Indies. Two years later he was
in command of a ship belonging to Hawkins’
squadron, which met with a disastrous defeat
at the hands of Spain. There was not actually
a state of war between England and the Pen-
insular monarchy at that time, but the Span-
iards. looked upon, every adventurer, who sailed
into certain seas, as a trespasser, and attacked
him accordingly, This defeat rankled in the
mind of Drake, but he bided his time, and it
was not until 1572 that he felt able to take his
revenge.. This he did by capturing the town
of Nombre de Dios, on the Isthmus of Pan-
ama, where he gained a vast amount of treas-
are. But what was more important still, he
crossed the Isthitus with a little party, and
on seeing the waters of the Pacific spread out

before him, knelt andf prayed that he ‘might -

live “to sail once upon-that sea in an English
ship.” Five years later, he carried out this
aspiration, .and ;ravaged the .Spanish_ settle-

ments. on the west coast of South America in%

his ship the Golden Hind. Then he crosse
the Pacific and Indian Oceans, rounded Cape

of Good Hope and reached-home in safety,:

to receive knighthood-at the hands of Queen
Elizabeth, although his naval operations had

been carried on against a power with which °
‘ of England, was at peace.>
This state of things greatly angered Philip of *
and one would think not unnaturally,
especially as the valiant captain saw fit to carry

she, as sovereign

Spain,

on a private war of his own with both Spain
and Portugal. In these 1
Drake a pirate; any admiralty court in the
country would condemn his doings and any

other c@urt would hang him without question ; -
but in those good old'days things were run on.

different principles, and sovereigns would be on
friendly terms,

met. Out of sight out of mind, was a maxim of

statesmanship in the Elizabethan era. But Philip ,

when he heard the story, cherished it in his
mind, not because he cared for the loss of'a
galleon or two.or the burning of a few colonial
towns, but because,he saw in Drake’s success
evidence that a new power was arising on the
ocean. His designs were too ambitious for him
to permit them to be,embarrassed by a sea fight
with England, because of the doings of an Eng-
lish captain, whose deeds:his sovereign: repudiat-
ed éven while honoring him for them. Of late
we have heard a good deal about the hegemony
of Germany in Europe. Most of us have to
be told what hegemony means. We see it used
in connection with Dreadnoughts, and are not
quite as sure ‘what it signifies as we ought to be.
As the Iondon Times, we think it was, felt
called upon to tell its readers what the word
meant, perhaps we may as.well say that it
means preponderating influence. Now this is
what: Philip of Spain aimed at. He sought to
secure for his country the hegemony not only
of Europe but also of the whole habitable world,
and the only obstacle in his way apparently was
that little ‘island lying off the coast of France.
He had made himself secure.in the Low Coun-
tries and all the region along the south side of
thé English Channel. He had the active sup-
port of the German Catholics-and the blessing
of the Pope, wha duly excommunicated Queen
Elizabeth. He also hoped for the support of
the Catholic nobles of England. His plan was
to make himself king of England, and this he
thought would meét the wishes of the Scots,
whose feelings towards Elizabeth were greatly
strained by the execution of Mary, their Queen.
He planned his campaign with great mmuteness,

and the Duke of Parma, the Von Moltke of his -

day, prepared full plans for the -‘landing of
troops in England and an immediate march up-
on London. The whole thing seemed so very
reasonable, that when the King asked for money
to build his Armada, his nobles vied with each
other in contributing. There were some people

who pointed ‘out that the English might not -

prove as easy victims as Philip expected; but
they were silenced by references to the 'defeat
of Hawkins. And so the Armada was got ready
and soldiers were gathered along the coast op-
posite England, with transports ready to con-

- Howard illustrates this.

“were driven ashore.

days we would call -

“been told ovér and over again.

even while their subjects were
fighting and robbing - each other ~ somewhere
down below the line where the sky and ocean.

ot drive hér -enemies from the seas to estaf-
-lish a dominion for herself, but only to ma
the pathways of trade open to all who had

vey them across as soon as the Armada had
swept the seas. Towards thelast one of Philip’s
courtiers guestioned the wisdom of the expedi-
tion, but he was silenced by the information
that Elizabeth only could muster forty ships and
six thousand soldiers. What Shakespeare could
have been thinking about that he did not write
“An Englishman’s Home,” we do not know, but
strange to say the English were not for a mo-
ment dismayed. The first proof that Philip had
reckoned without his host was when the Catho-«
lic nobles came and offered Elizabeth their un-
divided support. Said ‘their spokesman: “We
are good Catholics and honor the Pope, but
when the soil of England is to be inyaded our
first duty is te our Queen.” S e

The Armada_consisted of 131 ships manned
by 8,000 sailors and 19,000 soldiers. One hun-
dred thousand men were assembled ready for
the transports. The Armada set sail from Lis-
bon on May 29, 1588. Misfortune attended it
early, for 11 ships were put out of commission
before the Channel was reached. 'Of the re-
mainder 70 could not be used in an engagement
against such a force as. ‘Lord Howard had
wherewith to meet them. He had only 8o ves-

sels in all, and some of them were by no means -

formidable, but they were manned by sailors
V(Vho knew how to handle them and were ready
to risk everything to keep their coasts free from

“an enemy. ~There is really not very much to tell

about the meeting of the fleets. ~The ‘most
interesting thing about it was the temper of the
English people. A story told of Drake and
They were on shore
engaged in a game of bowle, when word was
brought that the Spaniards were approaching.
Howard was: for ruslting at once to their ships,
but Drake'said: “Let’s finish the game. There’ll
be time enough to defeat the Spaniards after-
wards.” It never seems to have entered into
the mind of any one in England, from the
Queen herself, who rode among her men. on
horseback, to the humblest cottager in the land
that the country could be successfully invaded.
Howard planned his attack upon the approach-
ing enemy with consummate skill. The fight
was what we would nowadays call one between

.torpedo boat destroyers and Dreadnoughts. The

English. had: the former, and they harried ‘the

‘bulky ships of Spain until the Duc de Medina °

Sidonia was at his; wits end. Howard sacrificed
some of his poorer ships by filling them with
i sending them in on a favor-
stace ‘where the Spaniards had
wred on e first 'nd This caused the -
at Armada to break up, and the furious at-

““facks of the Englishmen drove the Spanish
~ships towards the: French coast in the hope that
“ghey could carry out their orders and get to-

gether once more. - Then contrary winds came
to ‘the help of the English and many Spaniards
There was hardly what
could be called: an actual battle ; for a week the
English ships harassed the - enemy. Vessel
after vessel was destroyed and the remnant
sought safety by flight up the North Sea with
the view of returning to Spain by sailing around
the north of “Scotlatid. In history, biography
amd fiction the story of that terrible retreat has
told ove Some of the
ships’ .were. lost . .at.sea; others were driven
ashore. - Fifty of them  with greatly reduced
crews, ‘and with all the courage gone- out of
commanders and men, reached Lisbon again.
The English loss was so small that it was hardly
worth considering. ;

This disaster broke thie naval power of Spain,
.and opened the commerce, of the world to all
who saw fit to engdge in it. Then as now the
name of England stood for freedom.”~ She did

€

the courage to follow them. ~This was the first
effect of the defeat of the Armada.  The second
was to free England from any further attempts
on the part of European powers fo invade her
shores. It-was not until the time of Napoleon,
three and a quarter centuries later, that an
invasion was_again mooted, and there is'grave
doubt if the French Emperor ever -seriously
contemplated such a venture: If he did, his
deésigns were frustrated *“at -Trafalgar. Since

‘Elizabeth’s days England has remained

“Compassed about.by her.inviolate sea.”
Another  effect was that a tremendous impetus
was given to the English spirit of adventure.
The colonization of North America was one of
the results of the great.victory. Another result
was the establishment of English prestige. An-
other was that the country, being rendered safe
from’ invasion, the people were at liberty to
work out in their own way their problems of
self-government. Indeed one may almost say
that the British Empire was born that day when
Drake looked from the Isthmus of Panama out
upon the Pacific Ocean.

THE PSALMS OF DAVID

A recent writer, speaking of the Psalms of
David, expresses the opinion that in the course
of the many centuries which have elapsed since _
they were written, a certain degree of con-
fusion has arisen regarding them. ‘He sug-
gests. that from internal evidence these writ-

. ings. appear. to helong to two classes of liter-

ature. One of these classes consists of hymns
of adoration and prayers addressed to the
Deity, and: the others ‘of adulatery addresses
and urgent requests made by couttiers to their
soyereign.
Psalms the two classes may have become
mixed together. One expression” which he
refers to as clearly being addressed to the
ruling king is as' follows: “The Lord said

unto my lord, sit thou at my right hand uatil .

/

He thinks that in some of the
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I have made thy enemies thy footstool.” The
Psalms in which vengeance is asked against
the. .enemies  of the 'writer of them are re-
garded as addressed to the’ king and not to
the Almighty. It is impossible to express
any definite opinion one way or the other upon
a question of this kind, but the idea is a very
interesting one, and may not be wholly with-
out substantial foundation.

But be this as it may, there can be no ques-
tion that the Psalms of David, so-called, are
unique in literature. Compared with contem-
porary writings, they are upon a vastly higher
plane. The Vedic Hymns, the sayings of
Zarathustra, and all the mgss of writings,
which may in a general way be spoken of as
contemporary with the production of the
Psalms, lack many of the elements that make
the latter of value to humanity. When we
say ‘“‘contemporary” in this connection, we
have in mind rather the stage of national prog-
ress than the dctual years'in which any works
were written. - The Psalms have a directness
and simplicity which sets them apart from all
the other productions of the poets or teachers
of antiquity. They are characterized by one
essential feature, namely, the belief in a Deity,

who is imimanent in the affairs of mankind.

He is not a god whais apart from the universe
which he has created; He is not one who
shares his authority with demigods and is in
antagonism to a spirit of evil; who is almost
his'equal. Indeed, if‘ memory serves correctly,
there is no reference anywhere in the Psalms
to such a being as we have come to speak of
as Satan. Throughout them all, whether we
adopt the explanation of their nature above
suggestion or not, there is an unquestionable
acceptation of the thought that the. Deity

stands in isolated supremacy over the world.

and all that therein is; and yet condescends to
be mindful of man. His tender mercies are
declared to be over: all his works. = His works
are declared to praise him. Though  one
should take the wings of the morning and fly
to the uttermost parts, it would be impossible

“to hide from his presence or escape the oper-

ation of his love. His-angels have charge over
us. He is the shepherd of men. His law is
perfect, and converteth the soul. = His"judg-
‘ments ‘are righteogs.. THe earth and the
heavens are the works of his hands. : Fhough
mdnkind falleth far from him, he remembéreth

~his mercy. He is'mindful of his promises. -He-

hath respect unto the lowly.. One searches in
vajn in the literature of India, Persia ot China
(2

gff:.suéh" thoughfts q"._.a's these. The  #@ncient

writers of those couptries do not dispute ‘the
existence of a Supreme Deity. Indeed their
whole system of philosophy and ethics is based
upon the existence of such a” Power, even
though, as in the case of Confucius, the
thought involved therein was felt to be too
tremendous for human intelligence, or as in

* India, the Supreme Name'was deemed so

great that no man might utter it

These considerations suggest the thought
that possibly the difference between what we
call Oriental civilization and ours may have
arisen from out of the fact that centuries ago
we started from different view points of the

Deity and his relatigns to mankind. We do-

not mean that our ancestors, who.were con=
temporary with David, held to his concep‘tion
of Monotheism; although the adherents of the
Anglo-Israel cult would claim that they did.
The fact remains that later, how much later is
immaterial, they came within the influence of

that conception, and it has controlled all their .

progtess and development. In like manner
those peoples, who:now live under the influence
of the great Oriental systems, may not neces-
sarily have received them at the time they

were given out, although they have since come®

within their scope to such.an extent that all
their ideas have been colored by them. We
can only give out this thought for what it is
worth, and suggest that perhaps the Psalms of
David have had a more potent influence upen
the progress of that bratich of the human race,

to which we belong, than anything else that:

ever was written.
o

GREAT INVENTIONS

‘ At what stage of progress mankind began
to uge water as a means of transportation must
of ‘neécessity remain unknown. There seem
to' have been five stages in the development
of ships, using the word “ship” in its generic
term as meaning anything that will float upon
the water and carry something else; and they
are the raft, the hollowed log, the canoe of
bark .or skins; the boat formed of pieces of
wood or other material sewn or bound together
with a framework placed inside to stiffen it,
and the boat of which. the frame was built
first, the “skin” of the ship being built upon
the frame. All these varieties of ‘“‘ships”.are
ih use now in various parts of .the world, and
there is evidence that they were all used at
different stages in the development of naviga-
tion. The raft is the primitive type. ‘At a
very early stage men must have observed that
certain things would float upon water apnd sus-
tain loads. There are somre Polynesian tribes
that have advanced only one. stage from the
simplest. beginning. They use a single log
for.the purpose of navigation, just as our an-
cestors doubtless did a great many centuries
ago. They have progressed one step upon an-
solutely primitive conditions; for they’ cut the
logs to a point at ca.cj:;._end so as to facilitate
their passage through thé water, Other tribes
lash two or more logs together to form.the
catamaran. It is easy to believe that.this was
once the acme:of progress in the most ad-
vanced races, just as it is among the rates now
employing. craft of that nature. 2

.... -
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There has been a good deal of speculation
as to how men first learned that by hollowing
a log it would carry a greater weight than if
it were' left in its natural state. One writer
suggests that possibly observation of the fact
that some shells will float on water led to the
hollowing of logs; but it seems more reason-
‘able to suppose that, in seeking for logs that
would float best, experience showed that those
which were hollowed out on.one side were
preferable to those that were round. Virgil,
in writing of the dawh of civilization, says that
“then the alder first floated on the water.” Al-
der being a heavy wood, we are justified in as-
suming that the Latin poet had in mind canoes;
for it is known that canoes were made of alder,
and that alder logs weuld be too heavy for
rafts. Canoes were used at the time the lake
dwellers lived,in Switzerland, in England long
enough ago to permit of them being buried
deep in peat beds, and in Scandinavia at a
period when the present coast line of the coun-
try was beneath the sea. Egyptian records
show that ,Egypt was a commercial nation,
trading with cities around the coast of the
Mediterranean, more than fifty centuries be-
fore the beginning of the Christian Era. In
previous articles mention has been made of a
great change in the history of mankind around
the shores of that great inland sea, which ap-
pears to have taken place perhaps seven thou-
sand years and more ago, and there is reason
to believe that commerce at that time had
made considerable progress, the ventures of
merchants extending even as far afield as the
coasts of Britain. That the Phoenicians long be-
fore Rome was foundéd sailed boldly out into
the Atlantic and probably navigated around
the Cape of Good Hope seems'to be well es-
tablished. This implies that éven at that age
considerable progress had been made in naval
‘architecture, and we find corroborative testi-
mony oni this point in the fact that although
tie Phoenicians traded with the people of the
East Indies, the home of the catamaran and
the canoe with outriggers, they did not use
these appliances themselves, from which it
may safely be argued that they had advanced
beyond that stage of navigation.

The use of rafts, whether made of logs or
bundles of reeds tied together, can hardly be
called an_ invention, but the canoe certainly
¢an be so classed, and it must be regarded as
an.exceedingly important invention. The dif-
ference between a log rudely hollowed with
fire or stone hatchets and the floating palaces,
of which the:Mauretania is a type, is in degree
only. Every step in the -wonderful progress
thus exhibited can be traced. One would sup-
pose that when once hollow ships had been in-
vented; indeed that as soon as rafts came into

use, men would have availed themselves of the’

wind as a motive power; but they do not ap-
pear to have done so until within compar-
atively recent days, and even after sails were
adopted, it was a long time before they be-
came the chief dependence of mariners, who for
centuries relied upon oars or paddles for pro-
< pulsion. The account given of St. Paul’s voy-
age shows that sails were used in his time, but
that they were ‘not very trustworthy. -In the

_Greek and Latin poems reference is made to,

the use of sails, but oars were the main re-
liance until some time after the beginning of
the ‘Christian Era. :
There was nothing to promote rapid de-
velopment of the art of navigation until the
_ariner’s. compass was brought to Europe
from China. As long as ships kept close to
shore,” going into harbers at night, whenever
. possible, there was not:much incentive to im-
prove upon the old-fashioped galleys, . with
their banks of oars. The only experiments
seem to be in size. One of the Egyptian kings
had a-galley made with forty banks of oars,
but the historian, who tells of it, adds that
it was of no practical use whatever. But when
it becdme safe to go ouf to sea, the need for
better ships was at once felt. Long voy-
ages would be impossible with vessels pro-
pelled by oars, unless there were points on
the journey, where provisions could be taken
aboard, for the galleys would not carry suf-
ficient food. to last large crews of rowers for
any considerable length of time. Hence hu-
man ingenuity was directed to perfecting sails;
and although it was not until about the middle
of the last century, in the days of the clipper

ships, thit the sail plans of ships and their.

proper use were brought to anything like per-
fection, we may say that about five hundred
years ago navigation received its second im-
petus by the adoption of sails in lien of oars.
The next great stage 1in its progress was
reAched when steam was introduced.
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% Solon, the great Athenian law-giver, lived
about 600 years before Christ, and established
what Grote calls “the firsti known example of a
gennine ~and _ disinterested constitutional re-
form,” and wove the beginnings' of the fabric.
which afterwards became the type of democracy
in Greece. Solon came of a noble family and
wis a member of a distinguished gens. Gens
literally means clan or brotherhood, and a gens
consisted of a number aof families bound together
by: common religious ceremonies, common
burial places, mutual righty of succession to
_property, reciprocal oblightions of help, de-

— : N
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fence and redress, and obligation to marry in
certain cases. The gens was a very ancient in-
stitution and one of the many divisigns into
which the Athenians were divided. - Plutarch
and Diogenes have given us a history of the
life of Solon which Grote has elaborated upon,
and the three sketches furnish us with a fair
idea of conditions in Greece, or more particu-
larly Athens, during the earlier part of her his-
tory, a state of affairs which we can readily
find paralleled in more modern times.

The whole of Attica just prior to tle ad-
ministration of Solon was torn by the violent
dissensions which prevailed between the rich
and poor classes. The latter, who had been
terribly oppressed by the more powerful fac-
tion, were on the verge of mutiny. ‘When we
realize that a man who was unable to pay his
debts was forced to sell himself or his sons and
daughters into slavery, we can readily under-
stand why 'such prevailing conditions should
be considered intolerable. - A great many of
the small farms were under mortgage as a re-
sult of the poverty of the peasant elass, and as
a proof of this lamentable fact all over the
land had been erected the hateful sign of the
owner’s indebtedness, a stone pillar with the
amount of the loan and the name of the mort-
gagee inscribed upon it. All the political
power was in the hands of the rich, who used’
their influential positions simply to further
their own personal ends, caring nothing that
the country should suffer’ through their un-
scrupulousness. - Finally, the long-suffering
lower classes had risen in rebellion, and the
large middle class, uneasy at the stand which
the majority had taken, would not side - with
the proprietary element. Affairs were at” a
very grave crisis indeed when Solon, who had
distinguished himself by leading the Atheni-
ans to victory in battle for the possession of
the island of Salamis, was called upog by the
governing oligarchy to* solve ® their political
problem: for them. - Selon accepted the re-
sponsibility, but'the radicdl changes he intro-
duced could hardly have been wholly pleasing
to'those who depended upon him to reinstate
them in their former positions of undisputed
authority. - e '

He was made Archon, and given absolute
freedom to: work whatever reforms e chose,
and his first measure was“to repeal the severe
laws of Draeo, his predecessor,- which had in-
flicted capital punishmert for nearly all minor
offences as 'Wefi as the most terrible of crimes.
He granted an imniediate relief to all who
were indebted to the extent of pledging their
bodies or the bodies of their children, and re-
stored all to freedom who were enslaved. He
forbade creditors frem imprisofing, enslaving
or extorting work from"their debtors. He ban-
ished all the hateful mortgage pillars from the
larfd. In order to assist the wealthier class of
debtors, who had not pledged their bodies but
were under obligation to pay large sums, he
lowered thé money standard. Those who had
been unfairly disenfranchised he restored to
full citizenship. He re-established the council
of the Areopagus, but instituted a Sedate
composed of four hundred members, whe must
vote upon all questions before they were sub-
mitted 'to the higher court. All citsses were
not entitled to be ‘ejected to.the Senate, but
even the humblest had the right to vote. He
established a system of taxation similar to an

income 'tax, by dividing the people into four
classes and taxing them  according to their «

property with the exception of the poor, who
Hossessed veéry small holdings if any, these
latter he did not tax‘at all. ‘ :
It will be 'seen, from the changes that Solo
‘made, in just how bad a condition .Athenian
society must have been prior to his legislation.

“Some of his laws were of doubtful utility, but

the majority were of inestimable benefit to
those directly effected, and remained in force
for about a hundred years after his death.
Solon was.a great traveller, and after hav- *

ing established a fairer and happier state of
things at Athens, he left Greece for Egypt.
Herodotus tells us that he bound the people
of Athens to keep his laws for ten years, ‘and
then went to Egypt so that there would be no
danger of his repealing them himself. How-
ever that may be, he went abroad and studied
the government and histories of the different
countries:he visited. He was a good deal of a
philosopher, and Croesus, who was the Lydian
king at Sardis, was very anxious to obtain
from the great law-giver the assuranceg .that -
riches and power constitute the happiness of
mankind. Croesus was then at the zenith of
his glory, and eager to make an impression
upon his Athenian visitor. ‘The story goes

" that Solon told him that vast wealth and power

are far too frail things to serve as an evidence
for real happiness, and that no man can say
that his Jife has been a success until he has
lived it out. Croesus laughed at such philo-
sophy, and Herodotus tells us that immedi-
ately after Solon’s departure the judgment of

“-God #ell upon him for his vainglorious boast-
ving. He lost his favorite son, -and.-was - com-

pletely defeated by the Persians under Cyrus,
who condemned him te be burned to death. It
was while they were binding him above the
funeral pile that he bethought ‘himself of So-
lon’s words and repeated them to Cyrus. The

_Persian ‘monarch was impressed with the re-

mark, realizing that a turn in events might
place him in the same unhappy position as the
one-time happy Croesus. So he set the latter
free and the two from that time forth became
the deepest friends.

This is a very much abridged version of the
famous story of Croesus and Solon as told _by
Herodotus. .. - s P ¥
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