preferenicé large quantities of goods were
coming into this country, which were
British only in name, and German in
‘reality, they were met with derision on’
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course political parties sometimes e.':-
aggerate in order to get a blow at their
opponents, and their opponents s me-
times belittle in order to defend them-
selves against the blow. Whe:n'.facts
_affecting ‘business get into politics they
lose their proportions they posse.sb in
the business world. They suffer imme-
diately a process of inflation cr con-
traction according to the political pur-
pose they are designed to serve. If
we were inclined to be philosophieal, |
we might discuss whether it showed a
defect in humanity, or merely a condi-
tion, that when a man is wholly caught
up and wrapt in a politieal or religious
purpose, facts become important to him
only as they seem to further or antag-
onize that purpose. But we regret to
say that the people of British Columbia
are not in as philosophic a mood as they
should be, so we are obliged to turn
away from that interesting psychological
discussion, for the philosophy of poli-
ties, even if it is edged by the irony
of experience, our -gentle readers will
not stand just now, and as the French
proverb puts it pithily, return to our
muttons. The Comnservative party de-
clared that large quantities of German
goods were being imported into Canada
under the British tariff preference, while
the Liberal party denied the facts and
defied those alleging them. The govern-
ment, however, when it placed the sur-
tax on German goods, took steps to pre-
vent any German goods percolating into
Canada via Great Britain. It was de-
cided that the certificate of origin on
invoices of British goods entering under
the preferential tariff must contain a
declaration that the chief value of none
of the articles was produced in Ger-
many. It would appear that British
exporters are really being hard hit by
the new regulations, and by the surtax.
From all parts of the country enquiries
are pouring into the High Commission-
er's office from British manufacturers
and merchants who are exporting to
Canada under the preferential tariff
zoods which are largely made up of
German raw material, or German manu- |
factures. The new regulations and the
surtax are, it is claimed, going to make
a serious inroad on the British prefer-
ence. It appears, therefore, that a good |
deal of the British trade with Canada
under the preference, has really been
German trade under a British veneer,
and the British merchants who have
been foisting German goods on Canada
are complaining that the new regula-
tions are going to injure their trade.
If that does not justify the criticism of
the Conservative party, we do not know
any facts by which it could be justified.
But just imagine British® merchants !
complaining against Canada because al
preference intended to assist inter-Im- |
perial trade has ceased to give them a
preference as jobbers of German goods
for the Canadian market! Their griev-
ance is ridiculous. The system of Ger-
man imports via Great Britain, which
they represent of itself, negatives the'
idea of the preference, and the fact that:
such a system had so developed as to
call forth loud protests, shows conelu-
sively that the Consgrvative party was
right in its eriticism of, and the Lib-
eral party wrong in its defence of the
preference, so far as that preference
affected German trade.

THE LEADER.

Joseph Martin has resim?ed the lead-
ership of the provincial Liberal party,
thus leaving the party free to be'nd all
its energies to electing Liberals in the
various constituencies in the co.untt'y.L
Of the Liberal candidates thosé who
are elected will choose their parlimen-
tary leader for themselves. If there is
a division, no doubt the minority \‘:111
loyally accept the leader the majority
agrees to follow. If the party has. p.o‘xft-
folios to distribute, we doubt not ll}ltlal
unity at least will be easily attained.
Différences might arise afterwards up-
on questions of practical policy, and
might become acute, but on the wh?le
the prospect is good for the Lib-
eral party of forming a stable
government provided it is able to
elect a majority in the country.
If there are no portfolics to dis-
tribute unanimity will be still easier
because the unanimous desire will be
to have the best fighting man in the
lead. There is no question at-all that
Mr. Joseph Martin has taken the course
which gives the Liberal party the maxi-
mum of opportunity in the country. He
has certainly displayed great loyalty,
and has taken a step in which political
sagacity is not wholly wanting either.
It is possible that Mr. Joseph Martin
may not reappear in the polities of Brit-
ish Columbia. Presumably he will be
one of the candidates in Vancouver.
We know of course ‘that wherever else
disaster may supervene, the McBride-
Wilson-Tatlow combination is certain
of victory in Vancouver, otherwise that
combination in addition to being one-
sided would have too great an element
of comedy in it. We therefore feel com-
pelled to take it for granted that in
the great Conservative stronghold of
Vancouver the Wilson-Tatlow ticket will
sweep the city, and retire Mr. Martin
from politics. Taking this for granted,
we are in the mood to be generous to !
Mr. Martin, as to a man eliminated.
What a tactician the man has shown
himself, what a parliamentarian! Re-
turned to the House with a very small
following, he has literally disdained the
support of that following, and single-
handed dominated the legislature of .a
province. No man of narrow gauge or
small brain power could possibly have
done that. He has very evidently been
shown a man of stupendous ability and
unequalled resource, a man of refresh-
ing intellectual contrast to many of his
compeers. Mr. Martin is one of these
men, who receives his apotheosis from a
grateful country after he is dead, but
an uncomfortable person for pigmies
to get along with while he is still living.
Of course he is dead now, and we are
not antedating his apotheosis, but, as
it is only his political death, which has
taken place, we have an uncomfortable
feeling that we may at a later date
‘have to deal with his resurrection.

—t—
THE TRANSFORTATION
QUESTION.

A declaration of importance upon the
<question of transportation has been ex-
tracted from Sir Wilfrid Laurier by
the ceaseless and untiring efforts of the
opposition to get some indication of the
government’s policy in regard to it. Sir
Wilfrid Laurier divided the issue under
three heads, water transportation, the
railway requirements of the Northwest,
and the necessity for railway communi-
cation between the prairie section and

o=

GOOD POLITICS.

The Liberal party has acted precise-
Iy upon the lines the Conservative party
should act upon if it is wise, and we
believe on the lines upon which the Con-
servative party will act, with or with-
out the consent of the present ministry.
We do not see how any Conservative
candidate can be pledged to support

gﬂﬁm [DOses to present to the country as a poli-
tical issue, ' ; : ¢

the part of the Liberal'party.. Well, of{ by a political dilemma. - The
who is in the dilemma is the ] onorable
Richard McBride, and the dilemma is
occasioned by the fact that the eountry

tion wupon party b
stoke convention. Colonel. Prior, John

actly the same position.
Position that as members and leaders

members,

the seaboard. Sir Wilfrid Laurier did
not say which seaboard, but he un-
doubtedly meant the Atlantic seaboard.
He has never been able to look through
the Rocky Mountains, and he positively
declines to look over them. The third
head was the one upon which the opposi-
tion besought information. Canada will
be surprised to learn in the Toronto
‘Globe, that “the government were not
prepared to say that on this subject
they have settled on any policy.” He
was, however, “prepared to give the
House salient ideas, which should be
kept in view in carrying out this pro-
position.” His first salient idea was that
the new. transcontinental - line should
pass through Canadian territory exclu-
sively from tidal water to tidal water.
‘What could be done by legislation to
brevent the diversion of trafic from
Canada would be done, but the real way
to prevent it was through Canada’s tak-
ing advantage of her geographical posi-
tion to make the line the cheapest,
shortest, and best line of communica-
tion between the Northwest and the
Atlantic seaboard. “A- line of that
<haracter,” he said, should run from
the city of Quebec north of the moun-
tains, and on West to the prairie. He
Wwas not prepared to say how the line
should be built. -Three propositions had
been made, and between them the gov-
ernment would have to choose. It had
been suggested that the «-government
should own and operate.a railway just
as they do the I. C. R. It had been
:suggested that the government should
build a railway and not operate it, but
Jease it or give it to any lines that would
take charge of it. It had also been sug-
.gested that the government should sub-
sidize and give assistance to any of the
companies now seeking aid. He did say,
however, that the government would
give no land subsidies, and had not made
up its mind as between the Trans-Can-
ada, the Grand Trunk Pacific, and the .
«Canadian Northern schemes. The only |
possible criticism of Sir Wilfrid Laur-
ier's “salient” ideas is that they are
ideas which the country has given to
.#8ir Wilfrid Laurier, not ideas which
Sir Wilfrid Laurier has given to the

Premier McBride unless his constituents
choose to so pledge him. It is quite evi-
dent that no shuffle in the administra-
tive cards across James Bay has any
binding force upon the electors of the
province. If the Conservative party in
different constituencies in the province
chooses to pledge its candidates to sup-
port Premier McBride, these candidates
will be so pledged, if the party does
not so choose the candidates will not
be pledged. Our Liberal friends might
be inclined to say that there were manyl
other differences, but of this difference |
between the Conservative party and the
Kingdom of Heaven we are quite cer-
tain, namely, that it does snot suffer
violence, and that the violent to not take
it by force. <Candidates who are not
pledged to support Premier McBride{
need not for that reason cease to be
Conservatives, nor be guilty of any dis-
loyalty to their party. If Premier Me-
Bride were to frankly recognize this, a
great deal of trouble would be saved.
The purely temporary character of the
present government would be disclosed.
The continuance_in office of Mr. Mec-
Rride is either the issue in the coming
campaign, or it is not. If it is, then
the issue is not whether the Conserva-
tive party shall rule the country or not,
but whether Mr. MecBride shall rule
the Conservative party or not. That is
an issue for the Conservative party to
decide, not the country. Before the
country, the only way of turning Mr.
McBride out of office is to return the
Liberal party to office. But it can be
decided, <if Mr. McBride conscnis to
leave his leadership to the majority of
Conservatives elected at the polls. A !
good deal certainly depends upon Mr.
MecBride. It 'is entirely an unfair de-
mand to ask that every Conservative
vote cast. in the elections shall be a
vote of confidence in him. If he makes
that demand then not only he, but the
party, must take the consequences.
Colonel Prior made no such demand as
that. Why should the Hon. Richard

‘his_present position ¢k :

cBride, di and .what be pro-

e s
The politieal crisis has been followed
entleman

ires. a dissolutiow and a general

selec-
nes. At the Revel:
louston and Richard MeBride took ex-
They took the

they were under obligations to fellow

colleagues, and voters, and

that until these obligations expired when

parliament dissolved, their - relations !
with the Consemsvative party wére com- |
plicated by the fact of their existence. !
They all were explicit in their adherence

to the proposition that when parliament !
was dissolved they would not appear !
before the country in any capacity save |
as candidates endorsed by the Conser-

vative party. Colonel Prior's position all

the way through was entirely consistent

with his pledge. As soon as a dissola-

tion took place he was, if he wished to

remain a man of honor, in the hands of

the ‘Conservative party. In no way

whatever did he conceal his position. So

well was it understood that his col-

league, W. W.- B. McInnes resigned in

order to facilitate an election upon party

lines. But that is not at all the apparent .
position of the Hon. Richard McBride.
Has he taken office to facilitate a gen- |
eral election upon party lines? He has !
taken office in the expectation of going
to*the country no doubt. Is he going to
form a Ceonservative cabinet for that
purpose? 1Is he in fact Premier free
from his support in the present legisla-
ture or not? If so, then Messrs. Munro,
T.-W. Paterson;’ Oliver, Curtis and oth-
ers in supporting him, have acted in the
same way as Mr. Joseph Martin acted
in relation to Colonel Prior. They have
taken the ground they have, to put m
Couservative in power pledged to appeal
to the country oy party lines, not be-
cause they love a Conservative in office,
but because they desire a fair field and
no favors for the trial of the issues be-
tween them and the Conservative party.
That they are in this position we have
very little doubt, but we have some
doubt as to. whether they are in it with
their knowledge and consent. Joseph
Martin knew his position, and consented
to it. But he'had a leader, an able and
a skilful leader, whose banner he de-
sired nothing better than to unfurl in
the country. These gentlemen are lead-
erless. They have lost even the poor

{ apology for a leader they have hitherto

enjoyed. 'They are sheep without a
shepherd, and »s is w»]l known. the end
of such sheep is usually mutton. They

will have the Conservative party assail- |
they will have the Liberal |
else |

ing them,
party assailing them. Whatever
Lhappens, they are predestined mutton
chops. The question is not what posi-
tion they are in, but whether they know
the position ‘they are in or not. If they
know it, they are magnificent examples

not know it, then they have been sup-
porting not the opposition to Colonel
Prior's government, but the opposition
of the Honorable Richard McBrde to

fidence of their leader as to what he
designed to do. That is entirely their
affair,
and Mr. McBride. It concerns the in-
ternal organization of the late opposi-
tion, something of which we know noth-
ing, and desire to know nothing. Ousr
dealings are with Mr. McBride himself.
We have a right to know what his rela-
tions with the Conservative party are
going to be, and we insist upon knowing.
If he has to take the disagreeable alter-

against playing fast and loose with the
Conservative party, we have certainly no
advice to give him upon the ethical as-
ﬁ_ects of such a choice, but we can tell
im this, that if he plays fast and loose
with the Conservative party, that party

Hvery politician must be loyal to his
party. What we want to know is
whether Mr. McBride’s party upon a

the present legislature, or the Conser-
vative party in the country.
possibly be beth, it must certainly be
one or the other. His Liberal support-
ers have a right to know which, the Con-
servative party has a right to know
which. This is a point on which there

We have been told upon authority we
cannot question, that of the men who

would be a Conservative cabinet. Do
the Liberals who were so much in evi-
dence in the lobbies yesterday know
this. If they did mot know it before,
they know it nmow. Mr. McBride's atti-

féetly consistent; but it is not an attitude
he shonld adopt without the full knowl-
edge of his Liberal supporters. Mr. Me-
Bride is at the parting of the ways. As
soon as the legislature is dissolved, it is
Conservative or Liberal for good and all
in this province.. To vote supply to Mr.
MeBride, and lenve him to be the arbi-
ter of whether he will appeal to the
country on party lines or not. would be
an astonishing attitude for his Liberal
supnorters to take, because he is pledeed
to party government on the dissolution
of the Honse. Tf his Liberal supporters
take it thev will serve the country and
serve Mr. McBride. Whether they will
serve themselves is their business, and
not onrs.  We do not desire to see Mr.
McRBride placed in the position of ap-
mearing to deceive some of his own sup-
norters.  Of course he is not doing so.
hut ho has no right to remain silent and
permit them to deceive themselves.
e e i

THE CAUCUS.

Yesterday the House adjourned at an
early hour. Shortly after the adjourn-
ment, Messrs. E. V. Bodwell, L. P.
Duff, Robert F. Green, Richard Me-
Bride. A. E. McPhillips and George
Powell went into a secret conclave to
determine what was -to be done. (The
determination arrived at was to form a
composite government composed of some
Conservatives and some Liberals, with
a_view to carrying on the government
of the country, and, sooner or later,
when the time came, of anpealing to the
constituencies. Messrs. R. G. Tatlow,
James Garden, F. Fulton and T. Tay-
lor are stated to be solidly in favor of
narty lines, and an immediate anpeal to
the country upon these lines, The eci-
sion of the inner conclave mentioned
ahove was submitted to a cancus of the
whole party last night. At the time of
writing the result of the caucus was
not known to ns. Tt may appear in
some other portion of the paner. But
1t would annear that Mr. McBride’s at-
titnde to the auestion of party lines,
ond an immediate election depends en-
tirelr wnon whother he can get most
supnort by forming a comnosite cabinet,
or by forming a Conservative ecabinet.
Ahont dinrer time last night Mr.
MeBrida was sneking

McBride make it? There are many Con-
servatives, who for conscience and in|
honor, cannot accede to that demand.
Is their only alternative to be a vote;

Concervative support. it having been
m™ode’  tolavahly  clear to him  that
tha  Muewump mixture he  had
swallnwed  ac an  annetiser,  wanid -
i Anven the thrpatae of mneither

i of an appeal to the country upon

| Western

of voluntary self sacrifice, if they do !

Colonel Prior, without being in the con- !

That is a question between them .

native of playing fast and loose with his |
Liberal supporters in the legislature, as |

wilt drown him a thousand f ithoms deep. !

dissolution is the opposition party in |

It cannot |

can be no concealment and no evasion.

were approached, that votes were solicit-
ed yesterday by Mr. McBride’s lieuten- |
ants on the ground that Mr. McBride’s |
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to the country will be tal upen party
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lines, But here is fairly good evidence £ g - e Tabs
that he will only resort to this as an

tionkof %e stock m-aexg{et and ﬂtlﬁ labor
y market the Unit States there is
expedient by which to keep himself in leetri and £ i
power, and only if it is mnecessary for b B sHcugh, W re, W it
that purpose; At the caucus held last

is yet too early to feel gecure.
night it may be taken for certain that | 3 <
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ord, Curtis, Munro, Semlin, » Pat- | We present the letter in which Sir
erson and Wells would vote for a govern- Hen D B Py
ment containing Liberals as well as read;i ;om?‘m Oolonel Prior. It
‘Conservatives. The Conservative end of e i
the tight would be taken up by Messrs. | ‘Government House, Victoria, B.C.,
Garden, Fulton, Tatlow, Green, Me- 1st June, 1903.
Bride, A. B, McPhillips and T. Taylor. ' Lieut.-Colonel the Honorable E. @.
Prior, Prime Minister, Victoria.

f these sevenm, four will not hear of
anything else, and will leave the party Dear Colonel Prior: I have read with
‘care and attention the report of the

if anything else is carried. Mr, Me-
Bride will then have exactly twelve sup- committee appointed to enquire into the
eferred against you, in con-

gorters iin the Holl:)se.. :irheed House, we e pr
aope, Wil N Do jugueeh dp pﬁﬁ:; nection with the ! ey Creek ‘tender.
party {- The views which you expressed, in ex-

supply to anyone except upon a
lines. If a . eomposité government is Plamation and justification of your ac-
formed at this time of day that will be tion, in your answers to the committee,
an indication that its leader and mem- ©SD! S t
bers do not intend to appeal to the coun- 37 of the official type-written report, are
try upon party lines. leo incompatible with, and so completely
e g e U all:"d vanafnge with what I have always
. understood to be the true principles of
THE LABQR COMMISSION. bI;n-r]i-a.msntagy hndependep‘ce of Mem-
The proceedings before the labor com- | 2T, amd, above all of Ministers of the
mission at Cumberland, of which we ‘Crown, that, while admitting that you
publish a full account this morning, TUst have honestly considered that you
verge upon the extraordinary, in fact |Were doing mo wrong, I am to my sin-
they do more than verge upon the ex- |C°T¢ Tegret, unable to continue feeling
traordinary,  they cross the verge, they that confidence in your judgment which

got there—after I was in the House—
I forget the year, it was 1887, 88 or
'89—there was a sum of $4 or $5 down
2}1 the Awuditor-General's report for E.
X
think it was B. &. Prior & Co., but it
was not Limited Liability then, I owned
it all. Waell, the opposition got on to it
and they were going to try ‘and make
me Jose my seat, but fortunately we
found wn opposition man, a doctor, who
] i ) : 7 { had been paid $5 for attending some In-
‘ goh.an races is a policy of exclusion and !dians or other, so it was a saw-off.

| limitation. The Western Federation of Q. I think yours was the first. case?
| Miners e_vidently did not know Wll{lt itiA. It might have been one way or Ehé
i was talking about. But the two things, other, but I think it was: the opposition,

show amazing duplicity upon the part |Would justify me in acting, any longer,
of Mr. Baker, the organizer of the (OB Your advice.
Federation of Miners, and | | remain, yours truly,

amazing simplicity on the part of men |HENRI G. JOLY de LOTBINIERE,

to whom h%V a.plxl)eale% in tholed n%me of Lieut.-Governor.
unionism. e have been told ad nau- 3 2 :
seam, that Mr. Baker, like the apostle teﬂ'&&”ﬁg}‘ﬁgr-’;ﬁfﬁe". o 13 the, Llfe"-
. Paul, came g;lrer to le'it‘i%lOColumbia in jows: s ol A
response to the appeal, “Come over and % ks s
! help up.” Well, pt?e came over,-and he re(c)t‘ 51)9 i 2"?' . Al‘t wasd AOite thie oo
‘lmmediately helped the town and popu- Q luﬁ]‘do to e, e s
i lation of Ladysmith to praectical extine- | 13 %" s o oAy In . the
! tion. We have nothing to say to that me_»se, amd it is Teferred to in that res-
| at present. It is when he turned his 0 /ution, that during the time you were
! attentions to Cumberland that the evo. f’(l)fmemm of the House of Commons at
| lutions of this gentleman become inter- OttaWa, quite & mumber of years ago, !
| esting. While there, he communicat ){ou.f.m‘med your business into a limited |
| with headquarters at Denver, Colorado, l1ability so that you would have the op-
that he approved of a sympathetie strike POrtunity of selling goods.to the govern-
! at Cumberland. He receiyed orders ap- ment, notwithstanding that you were a
plmentll)y to call the men out. That was Member of the House? A, When I
all right. 3
| to deceive the men in order to get themr ©f Supplying the government with sup-
to come out, and the public in order phes.—th.e Deminion government and the
to keep them out? Then he received an Brovm_cxwl' government, and one session
injunction to organize the Chinese and —I think it was

JRD.‘:\H(’SG. This injunction shows con- ' I

clusively that the Western Federation

of Miners is now controlled by a set of

abject fools. Does it expect to elevate

Chinese and Japanese to the level of

white men by trade union organization?

What an absurdity! There are millions

of Chinese and Japanese willing and

ready to take the places of displaced

fellow countrymen, and nobody knows it

better than the Chinaman himself. Qur
policy in this country towards the Mon-

the deception as to the sympathetic na- They told me then in the H by
ture of the Cugnperlapd strike, and the don't you form your C()umall);weyin}(‘)h:)l
extraordinary injunction to organizé joint stock company? and I said ©Oh, I
Mongolians, show that the real objest of suppose it would be better ,d tlr
Mr. Baker’s effort was to stop the mines they said “You can supply Q;]] oeg
i from working, and to elevate neither | g ent that you like, pli\f‘terr ﬁv)-olgin‘o
{ ;Vglte I(lior Chinese labor. Imagine a into the matter, I found that there were
‘ederated union, in the face of the facts some dn my employ then who knew: tl
in British Columbia, preaching the doec- business, and who. w i TEw. kae
trine of affliation with Chinese and the g% and who would fike to get in-
social elevation of the Chinese! It is 5 3 formed, ft oy asmlli]xfz‘iigdmgaﬁgzk
company. 4

i anb obvious hpretence in order to
embarrass the coal mining indus- e
try. - But,. . .if it isd an  obvious 0“(%' 12 (‘;}tgfeug;}tlmi‘)? gererﬁ a ngn%m(t‘y
i pretence  when applie to Chinese, 3", i 8 n the firm of E. G.
p pp Prior & !Co:, and you don't think there
IS anything inappropriate in your gov-

{is it not at least a fair " argu-

ment that the same doctrine may also
ernment, or the government of which
Yyou Qawre a member, buying from your

| be a Dpretence as applied to white labor.

| The situation both at Ladysmith and :
firm? A. Certainly not, any more
/than a member who is.a laywer, or is

; at Cumberland shows that it is a pre-
terice. The miners there had absolutely
no grievances that were not redressable attorney-gemeral, and his partner takes
by themselves. There was nothing in .charge of looking after a private bill for
anybody and lobbying it thr'ough the
ouse. ]

their condition for the Western Federa-
tion of Miners to elevate. Surely a body
i Q. You say that Mr. Gamble told you
he thought it was a mistake for your

of that kind, if it possesses a mission
to elevate labor, might begin with places

and employments where there was some m to tender on account of you being
necessity fo£* elevation, and not with. a member of the govermment? “A. Yes:
places where conditions were such as he said so.

Do men working in coal mines any-i Q. You don’t agree with Mr. ‘Gamble ?
where else in the world enjoyed. It was A. No; T don’t.

not as if there was a steady deprecia- ' So far as the letter contains any stric-
tion in the conditions under which the ture upon Colonel Prior, the strieture
men worked. On the contrary, there is simply upon his judgment, not his hon-
was no respect in which they did noteesty. The Lieutenant-Governor appears
share in the general advance in comfort to have referred to the evidence we have
among workingmen, and many respects quoted in order to make perfectly clear
in which they were far above their fel- that no imputation whatever rested upon
lows in other parts of the continent. Colonel Prior of any evil motive. What
Put Dol The Western Federation of he did, Colonel Prior did opeuly.  cant
Miners for reasons known to itself, scientiously, believing that what he did
must destroy and cripple industry, by was perfectly legitimate. The limit of
unionizing the mine workers, without g interference was to see that E. G
advancing their interests one iota, either Prior [td.. got the same opportunity
to the individual or in the mass. This i, tonder as anybody els ’IIJI) 1ﬁ~1 2
- gospel of social advancement has been 4.4, perfect 1'i{ht to ‘te.xi‘(.ier m\"tobol(—lr'lv1
propagated with amazing chicanery and gounis that. It has been established in

y those found on pages 36 and|make

But why should he have tried | Went into politics we were in the habit | onel E. G. Prior of Victoria, were at

a session eor two after |

Prior, or Fellows and Prior, or If
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the obliteration: of the party is the ob- |
literation of personal ambition. &t is!
ther})rivilege, and.should be the endeavor
of Mr. M¢Bride to:make the catholisity
of the party the whole object of his pres-
ent actions. It is<certainly the duty of
Mr. Charles Wilson for imstance, to raa-
lize, with great searchings of heart, the
extent to which that portion of the Con-
servative party represemted at the
levelstoke conventiom is recognized and
embraeed.in the government, which pro-
poses t6 appeal to the country. If he
1s prepared without a due understand-
ing to throw his lot in with the present.
government, he should remember that
Mr. John Houston of Nelson, and Col-

least as zealous at Revelstoke in the
cause of party lines to which he owes his
political importance, as Mr. R. F. Green
of Kaslo, Mr. McBride of Dewdney, or
Mr. A. E. McPuhillips of Victoria. It
must further be remembered that the
position of Mr. MeBride in reference to
a very large section of the Conservative
party is complicated by the series of
political events leading up to Bill No.
16. There are a number of Conserva-
tives who will ask what difference in
reality exists between Mr. D. M.
Eberts and Mr. R. MeBride, that the
one should be brought low, and the
other elevated, as the resulf of matters
to which it is needless to refer. Some
of these queries will be put from a
point of view sympathetic to Mr. Eberts,
and some from a hostile point of view.
But from whichever point of view they
are asked, the different positions now
occupied by the two gentlemen will cause
comment in the Conservative party, and
if it causes one portion of the party to
distrust Mr., MecBride, it will certainly |
cause another portion to resent him.
Here is another direction in which
party loyalty calls loudly to Mr. Mec-
Bride. Mr. John Oliver of Delta is
furbishing up his weapons on this ques-
tion, and is about to stalk his old lead-
er. So far as it is a personal matter, !
we believe Mr. McBride is amply able
to care for himself, as is Mr. Eberts.
But we have a strong objection, an ob-
jection we know to be shared by a very
large and.infldential section of the Con-
servative party, to have Mr. Oliver,
or anyone else, going gunning after the

THEY ARE ALWAYS SATISFIED

That's the wayv with our patrons, as satisfactory
them feel tha't they can rely on us to supply
sible manner.. We purchase at close prices and sell

CROSSE & BLACHWELL'S [SOUPS,Pint Glass Jars
CROSSE & BUACRIWHLL'S JUGGED HARE, Tin .

goods at reasomable Drices
their meeds in the best pos-
the same way.
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BORN.

tDe 28th inst., at 1076 Robson
wife of R. C. Boyle, M. D.,- of

BOYLE--0On
street, the
a son;.

DICKENSON—OnR the 27th inst., the wi
of Thomas Dickenson, 631 l)lun‘lwe‘g:j
avenue, Vancewver, b. C, of a son.
HANBURZ--At Revelstoke, on May 24t
the wife of Mr. H. J. Hanbury, of
daughter;

OLDS—At Revelstoke, on May
the wife of Geo.
Valley, of. a soa.

L

25th, t
R. Olds, of Fire

MARRIED.
%’1"LNSON~S!A‘J»YDER——At the parsonace
Duncans, B. C., on May 23nd, by the
Rev. W, €. Schliehter, -cousin of ().
bride, Geo. R. Stinson, of Vancouver,
8) tMiss Swdie: Snyder, of VWardevill,
nt.

BEATING—BURNES—At Santa
by the Rev, Fathew Hennessy,
Vincent Keating of Los Angolag,
Katharine, only daumghter of T,
Burnes, of Victoma, B. €. No .

HOPKINS--NUTTALL—On the 3rd
at St. James' church, Vietc 3,
by Rev. J. & 8. Sweet, assisted
the Rev. Canon Paddon, Charles [[.prr,
Hopkins, secomi son of J. Castel]
kins, Esq, of Victoria, B. C.. (o
Feth Marv Nauttall (Bessio)
daughter off Thomas €hance
Bsq, of Victoria, B C.

Monic

DIED.

POAK—At Vancouver, B,
Albert Edward Haris, infant
Mr. and Mrs: A. A. Boak.

BOOTH — In this city, on the 31st
Cornelius Booth, a native of Irc
aged T3 years:.

GRIMSTONE—At Panillo, Iawaii, ou
May 7, 1908, Mrs. H. Grimstone.

LYONS—At North. Bend. on May 26th,
1908, . [Eliza. Lyons, beloved wife of
John Lyons, in her 63rd year.

LYONS—At North Bend, on May 26th,
1908, Eliza Lyons, beloved wife of John
Lyous, in her 68rd year.

MACKENZIE —- At Friday Harbor, S
Juan, on the 20th ult., Mrs. Ann M-
kenzie, late of this city, aged S1 years.

MITCHELL—At Bradford, Yorkshire, on

C.;. May

20t
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leader of the party upon any such issue,
There is another consideration affect-
ing the econstitution of the government
which is to appeal to the country, and
one which we regret to say is causing
unholy ‘merriment and joy in the Lib-
eral ranks, and that is the general an-
ticipation that there will be four law~
yers in a cabinet of six members. We
have ‘not'“one “word to say -against’ the
patriotism and public spirit of the legal
profession in general, and those mem-
bers of it who are politicians in par-
ticular, but a cabinet dominated by
lawyers is something that this country
will not for one moment stand. Such a
government would be judged by the pro-
fesson of its members, and not by the
principles of the party it represented:
and it would be condemned. That may !
be a foolish and illogical attitude for the
people to take, but it is an attitude which
the ‘Conservative party cannot afford to
neglect. That party is entering upon a
severe rough and tumble fight in a coun-
try where its reputation as a provincial
organization has yet to be made. That
two-thirds of its leaders were lawyers
would be a handle to the enemy, which

tude in forming a government entirely '
of Conservatives is perfectly right, per- !

anvirngly  far ' the country to this kind of employment.

deceit, making it perfectly clear that
the glory of a socialistic organization,
and not the welfare of its converts was
in view from the beginning, if indeed
that socialistic organization is not con-
trolled by men who sway the lives and
well-being of their fellow men. to suit
the competitive designs of onposing capi-
talists. If the Western Federation of
| Miners were what it purports to be. its
| officials would not be euilty of chicanery
and falsehood in maninulating the mas-
ses under their control.
THE FINANCIAL OUTLOOK.

i ‘Unless previous experience is a liar.
'the financial outlook in. the TUnited
States is bad. For a year we have been
preaching the purest pessimism as to
the possibility of the continuance of the!
! booming prices there. All' we Have been
jable to see for the last year has been |
{ the possibility of an early recognition
|of the inflation and the substitution of a

a score of instances. The error of judgz-
ment lay in Colonet Prior’s insisting on
the ris:hts of that particular firm. That
question we do mot wish to discuss, All
we wxsi_l to emphasize is that there can
be nothing corrupt in insisting upon the
mights of anyone, and that the Lieuten-
ant-Governor neither says nor hints that
thcfre‘ was amything corrupt in Colonel
Prior’s conduct. Fhat has been left to
the prurient tongues which, inspired by
political malignity, gabble on the street
corners. :
e T e 0t

THE. SITUATION.

It is quite evident that ;the eondition
of the Conservative party calls for very
careful h‘andhng,‘ and. for loyalty to the
party. ’ll;e man from whom loyalty to
the party is most required is the Honor-
uble_Rxch:lr_d MeBride. If he is under
the impression that what is required is
for the Conservative party to show

| gradnal liquidation for a sudden catas-
trophe. Since the beginning of this year |
an extraordinary decline in the prices of
| Securities h'as taken place, and we do not
‘refer by any means ‘to speculative. se-~;
Shares of the Pem)syl-‘
vania Railroad have fallen 32 points;l
of the 'Chicago, Milwaukee and St.|
Paul, 35%; of the New York Central|
21%: of the Union Pacific, 20%. Ther
decline from last year’s highest quota-
tions iz ten to wsixteen points greater:
still; in a number of the market’s stan-
dard investment securities one-fourth of
the valuation, as. rated by the market
eight or nine monthe age, has been eut
off. The process has been one of con-
tinuwal liquidation, which has not appar-
ently relieved the situation yet. There
#eems ‘to be an actual inability to buy,
coupled with a positive necessity to sell.
When that is the case, it is impossible
to say to what depth priees may fall
before the process is permanently arrest-
ed. If sueh a condition exists, the Unit-
ed 'States has been creating fixed capital
in excess of its productive power to pay
dividends on that capital, gust as in a
historieal instance Great Briramm built
more railways than she could immediate-
Iy pay for. ‘Similarly. if the United
States has been creating more fixed
capital than the productive resources of
the country can fiid dividends for, the
| United States has also been diverting
| too larme a proportion of the labor of

| curities alone.

We should therefore expect to see dis-
turbance in the industrial iabor market
accompanying the disturbance in prices.
And we do see it. In Greater New
York alone there are two hundred thou-

j tween those two propositions

tive. party.

loyalty to. him, he is putting the eart be-
fore the horse. So far, he has made
claims upon the party. They have been
met out of considerations = of party
lqyalty, not out of eensideration for him.
I'he PATty has some, it has many. claims
upon him.. Are these going te be met?
l)ocs‘ he propose to put himself in the
hands of the Conservative party, or
does he propose that the Conservative
party shall put itself in his hands? Be-
there is

great gulf fixed, and the question is i?lszt‘:
thxs,__ whether Mr. MeBride is going to
precipitate the Conservative party into
thvat gulf, or himself to bridge it over?
We regret exceedingly' that it is in his
power to choose between those two al-
tgrnﬂtlvef.. Because he lacks the essen-
tial aualities of determinateness and
(lecisiveness which a' leader in critical
times requires. We have only to hope
that what we eould not owe to his astute-
ness and political sagacity, we may re-
ceive from the deep sense of party
onnhlty wljlch pervades his person. Now
having said that we expect party loyalty
from Mr. McBride. it is certainly a fair
auestion to ask in what manner we
think bhe shonld exhibit it. In the first
pIac_e, there is no possible combination
of circumstances which could have caus-
ed mere deep-seated bitterness in loyal
and influential Conservative circles than
the coup d etat which involves his hold-
Ing power through the votes of his late
obponents. It is his duty to allay that
bitterness. Tt is a fact that every. ac-
tion of Mr. McBride may be explained
by the motive that he desired to put
himself in office, and not the Conserva-
3 Such a motive “would ' ex-
plain, and to many does explain, his
whole

action from beginning to end. He tional fight, with the triumnhant faction

the enemy would grasp with joy. $0me
of our politicians may be unacquainted
with the extent of the feeling in the
eountry about lawyers in public life. If
it is made one of the main issues in the
forthcoming campaign, they will realize
how strong the feeling is. We do not
wish the Conservative party to find it
out too late. This has been a tolerably
frank and free discussion of .the situa-
tion. If it has not minimized, it cer-
tainly has not exaggerated the difficul-
ties in the way of the <Conservative
party. Yet these we have not presented
with the idea that they are insuperable.
If Mr. McBride desires to show- his
loyalty he can do so by making cléar
to us all that he does not pose tas a
leader, but merely as an expedient to
facilitate an election upon party lines,
and that he will leave it to the Con-
servative members elected to the next!
legislature to choose the leader of the!
party. That means in other words, that
candidates of the Conservative party
would be pledged not to follow him. but
to follow the ehoice of the elected mem-
bers of the party, and meantime to
stand upon the platform of the party.
The present government would then ap-
pear in_ its real light as a temporary
and makeshift government, to be reor-
ganized as soon as the country has de-
clared its verdict. If that course
followed, the success of the party at
the nolls iy practicallv certain. If it is
not followed, the success of the party is
doubtful in the extreme.

e cu ipbi oy g
ROOSEVELT TRIUMPHANT.

There can be no question that certain
influences in the Republican party have
been opposed to the re-nomination of!
Theodore Roosevelt for tlie office of
president.
edged leader of these influences. He

to manage Roosevelt, or rather, as he
knew he could not manage Roosevelr,
he proposed, if possible, to get rid of
him. Naturally no Republican in the
United States is sufficientlv stupid to
make any direct attack on Roosevelt at
the present time. It appears, however,

the effect of killing off the chances of !
every other candidate. We do not pro- T
fess to know how or why. but that is
the fact. As Hamna is “boss™ of the
Republican party in the State of Ohio,,

would secure that endorsement.
position taken by '‘Hanna was
Ohio’s_action wonld prevent the general
Republican convention from expressing
the wishes of the party. lead to a faec-

u

ance at the

power.
jg + fully 3,500,000 ineandescents are din regular
| service. )
involved in the business may be gained
trom the financial report of the General
Hlectric Ceompany,
sales for the year ending January 31, 1903,
amounting to $36,685,508.—Chicago "Herald.

creasing 1
! seemingly aspires to rivalry with Manitoha
as a grainary of the Empire.

the 28th idnst., Oliva Mary Mitchell,
lite ‘of Seatom: streef, Vancouver.

O’CONNOR—At the family residence, 7
Cobur~ street, Wictoria, B. C., on the
2nd . instant, John: Roderidk O'Connor,
@ ‘native of Mayness, County Kerry,
Ireland, aged: 78 years.

TWAY—In. this- city, en the 26th inst.,
Theophilus- Tvay, a native of Quebec,

.- aged.42 years-and 5 months.

LOST OR.STRAYED—Park bay horse,
wihite on nose, black. points; a reward to
finder. Victorta Transfer Co. RE

WORKS, 141
Ladies, and
and Household
dyed or pressed

B, C. STEAM
Yates Street;
Gentlemen’s
Furnishings
equal to mew,

WANTED—Faithful: person to travel for
well established house in a few counties
calling on retail merchants and agents.
Local territory. Salary $1024 a year and
expenses, payable $19.70 a week in cash
and expenses.advanced Position perma-
nent. Business successful and rushing.
Enclose self-addressed envelope. Stan
dard House, 315 Caxtom Bldg., Chicago.

DYE
Victoria,
Garments
cleaned

WANTED.-—Small improved farm on river,
lake, or sea coast of Vancouver Island.
Applr W. care of C. F. Walker Esa.,
Saani¢hton. M2G

PRESS COMMENT.

Trade unionists have played so terribiv
into the hands of their enemies in the last
few years that it might have been thought
they would have learnt caution. Not a bit
of it. When their leaders do not advise
a. course which is admirably calculated to
end in disaster, the mank and file take
matters into. their own hands, The Glas-
gow engineers’ strike, arising out of the
refusal of the men to aceept, in bad times,
a reduction of wages, which they never
fail to demand, shall be incieased in good
times, was in flat repudiation of official
views.—Public' Opinfon.

Some idea of the vast magnitude of the
electric - light manufacture wnd allied in-
dustries may be gained from the fact that
over 600 representatives of the various de-
partments of the buwsiness are in attend-
Auditorium convention. At
the present time it is estimated that there

are in the neighborhood of 3,500 ‘central
stations throughowt the country,
ing «current for lighting and

supply-
power pur-
aggregating nearly 2,000,000 horse
More than 500,000 arc lamps and

Some idea of the vast capital

which shows total

Southern Rhodesia, mot content with in-
importamce as a gold-producer,

Hitherto its
s dn that wav have not been par-

: | ticularly assuring, for though its abundant
Mark Hanna is the a(‘know]-f sunshine should be favorable, Habillty to
iblight, as in other sub-tropicaj countri
had managed McKinley, and he propesed| has been apprehended.—London Financier.
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THE CRTSIS.

To the Editor.

Sir,—The present crisis brought about
y the recent investigations has. aroused

a commendable desire in every true man
and woman in the province for a.«lean-up,
that the endorsement of Roosevelt by the and a new stait unaer bettes and safer ¢ 0-
hio convention this vear would have ditions.

Without casting r(sﬂevct;loq oo
hose of our public servants who are fai i-
ul, the time has come when nothing sh(t

of a sweeping investigation of all depu t-
ments of the service wili satisfy the ele t-

Ts. Until this has been done and d. ¢

thoroughly, and the work of the depa:t-
it seemed rather unmlikely that Roosevelt ments placed on a systematic. and econor ii-
The call basis, and all land and other reco. =
that made plain and complete, we shall rem:.n
in the eyes of the world gn. unknown and

ntrusted quantity.
As to the personal of government the

electors wiil and must hawe an oppoitun iy
of passing judgment, and if through t1e

T a
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“The Glerious Ty
toria Orange Jodees
I\’ ancouver hrethern
anniversary of the
Boyne.” M g ran
July celobration ave
didly. 16 reports
lodges of the surrou
‘cate that Vanconver
With loyal Oraneceme
toria, Nanaimo, Cun
Sapperton, Steveston
Sion and many othe
Will send in their de
Britishers to swell the
demonstration. The

rnet band and int

~Aeam will go over w
“*=%0f Orangemen.

! WVisited Darey Tslan
cer Wilson, accompax
Ywing, superintendent
Sions, Dr. Robertson,
fieer, and a number
Visit of inspection to
Jazaretto on Sunday,
tity of supplies for tl
unfortunates who are
e of the lepers is i
and cannot last much
‘Tmost entirely lost the
His companion is qu
Amuch younger, and he
Q'l @arden. Mr. Ewin
~Ortunates should be ‘rd
Minion  government la
die, _New Brunswick,
Teceive proper care ar
itary Officer Wilson 1
;lélother laper may be
o W, and js making
“tor him,

a Cornelius Booth De
AY Temoved from ai
Citizens one of the of
d most highly respec

his Concarvative followine, nor that of  sand men out of work directly through
the sanntre. Tt je stated that Mesars. | labor strouble, indirectly through much
. ’:‘ Smith, Kidd. Munra and Neill deeper economic causes. Two hundred
wAr'] cmnart g (‘nngorvﬂ!’“"ﬂ vovern- | thousand men means a population 6f one
: *lthongh they are Liberals. pro-! million eouls deprived of sustenance
Tided an immeadicte ennecl to the eann. through industry. When we consider
1..... ic avaidad, On +the other hand, it ig ' that all over tlfe country similar symp-
oo het Aerere, Nliver ond Smith Cnr-{tome fare being manifested. we realize
:"ﬂ ':“":: "',""_" 9 va;nmfa ecovernment. | how rapidly and how inevitably a erisis
Eisi:a b “_':':\ "“’“"‘ "“"2‘“ "‘-’:“"" ?': ““:\" is approaching, There are those who
£ % DR 0 Me::ndprgf-‘:vani; admit the facts, but declare with more
v 1 \Farane AfaRwidn fienen and M. | OF, 1€S8 assurance of certainty that the
e ey " | eritical features of the situation are al-

ready here and that they will not man-

ifest themeelves with any greater sever-
ity than they are now doing. IWe sin-
erely- hope they are correct. Tt is pos-
sible that they are. Some thnun‘erstorms,

country. They lay down the conditions must show that it was not the true mo-

under which Canada is willing to see
the road built, and so far as that goes
we are glad to see that Sir Wilfrid
Laurier has so clearly recognized and
expressed them. But what the country
‘wants to know is how the road is going
to be built under these conditions, and
a8 to that Sir Wilfrid Laurier had no
4eclaration of policy to make. All he
had to say was_that before any deci-
sion was arrived at he would consult
his' supporters. - Sir Wilfrid  Laurier
‘handled. this question very much as he
handles most. other questions. So far as
the clearly expressed sentiment of the
country is a guide to him, he is explicit,
but further than that he is excessively

blinding of party bias amd political «a-
tanglements they find themselves in tae
same old ship with a pack of wily lawy: 1S
for a crew, well, they wHl have lost tue-
golden opportunity for better governm. it
and of placing the province on a prospul
ous commenrcial basis.

Three chamges are absolutely necessary to
this end.

1. The abelition of gift of office .
election purposes, mwst be filled dy quali-
fied men through open competition.

2. Limit of executive powers of courcil
to minor matters,

3. Abeolition of eampaigning for election

a
“of Cornelius Booth
§ » DT
";Vho Passed away at
,,lence, 65 Chatham st
Ulness, He was 73 yed
na:l;'e }:)f Ireland. H¢
: "sh to the Cariboo
"Imd lived there for som
D 1871 he entered thd
for Bold commissioner for
Office he held for four
shortly after that per
Alament and hecame M.
distriet, Upon leaving]
C€ame provincial nssesso
Dosition he occupied at
_death, Deneased leavd
mourn- his loss. - The
Dlace this afternoon a
te residence.

. : a foregone conclusion. This attitude
(t,?;fd'qﬂmg ljllsll:;)txi'grlxtyf()tx? }"‘I‘K;ST:I‘%W g‘;‘;’:‘: would probably have heen smccessful so
day that passes shows him making that g’:r‘ i Ohmﬂ"”“t e;;ec;rneq.r :‘lt o f“;(;
appeal to others, a circumstance caMuy- (RED, nm: hn i N,—‘m'.] e
lated to embitter, if he does 1ot alea quite crr-a“t.nt Aanyon~ who is not a
show that it is not effectless upow him- driend of his is his enemy. and the °~th.'
self. The Conservative party in this| " that Senator Hanna had to deai with
province is a_ party of which different | “ho;s"‘w)mm he had dethroned in
groups are widely separated in instinet [ enator Foraker. Fenietgs " i
and snrroundings, and also by long ac- | the Roosevent “boom” in Ohio and was
tual distances of location. Only a union | PTePared to use it in accomplishing the
on political vnrinciples cemented by a|downfall of Hauna. Whereupon the
deep sense of party loyaltv canm over- | Strong man of the Republican party be- ctlo
come these sectional and other distine- |¢2me weak and intimated that he would or soleiting of wotes directhy or 5“‘?1'1'-“;'
tions. This nnion. however. must be |D0t Oppose endorsement. The ‘fact that (11-‘" ‘Limit ecandidates tom“ m‘z&;,ﬂ&g
accompanied by a frank and free recog- [ Ohio will endorse Roosevelt has made oremnd mi‘]‘éoowgh?oobm' or eafest logls-
nition of 21l sections and elements in tha | his nomination a certainty, the fact that ’1?‘:1«3 a:?v:e went 1§y oratory @nd more
narty. ‘This is a matter requiring gkill {he has shown himself a -stronger mat:' “rAbiea’ servioe

and delicacy. and the on!r glternafive o than Senctor Hanna has made his eleo. 3 A. 1. MORLET.

for a Liberal, or abstention. It is a
radically unfair request, and voters do |
unpleasant trings to politicians who
make unfair requests. A few days
ago we heard Premier McBride as-
severate with eloquence and force that
the opposition.party held the confidence
of the conntry. If that is so, and he
at least must have believed it, which
section of the late opposition party con-
tinues to hold the confdence of the
country? Or has it been split up evenly
between the two sections? . Or when
Mr. McBride spoke, did he mean that
the coaddence of ile c.unisy tested in

™mant
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