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(AUGHT AT METCHOMIN

A Leader of the Opposition Upon
Whom New Light Begins
to Dawn.

Farmers of That Distriet to a Man
Will Endorse the National
Poliey.

A remarkable conversion was the clos-
ing and most interesting incident of the
meeting held at Metchosin last evening in
the interest of the Liberal-Conservative
candidates, Hon. E. G. Prior and Mr.
Thomas Earle. The convert was no less
a person than Mr. Archer Martin, of
Victoria, who bad gone to the meeting
in the interest of the opposi-
tion -candidates, and after listen-
ing ‘to the forcible addresses of Mes-
srs. Earle and Prior and Hon. Dr.
Helmcken gave his word asa gentleman
that upon certain proof being forthcom-
ing he would vote for Col. Prior on the
23rd of June. The meeting was a splen-
did one in point of attendance. The
chair was taken by Mr. W. H. Hayward
by unanimous request.

The chairman opened the proceedings
with a short address, at the outset
thanking the late representatives for
having secured for the district the im-
proved postal facilities lately asked for.
He called first upon Mr. Thomas Earle.

Mr. Earle, taking the platform amidst
hearty applause, reviewed briefly the
course of events since in 1891 the people
of Metchosin had, in common with the
other districts of the constituency, en-
dorsed his candidature for the Com-
mons. He called attention to the ben-
efits derived by Canada from the oper-
ations of the National Policy, which he
contrasted with the standstill policy of
the Mackenzie government, which was
rapidly bringing ruin upon the country,
when the |general elections of 1878
brought a change. Judging from the sen-
timents of the people as he had heard
them expressed during the present can-
vags, he thought it .indisputable that
what they want in this constituency is a

.continuance of the protective policy

(hear, hear); and those who remember
the conditions during the free port days
know thatunder them profitable farming
would be an impossibility upon this
island, for it would be simply overrun
with the surplus products of the adjoin-
ing states. He noticed that, to suit the
prevailing sentiment in the community,
the local candidates of the opposition
declare that they are not for free trade
and that if the Liberal party is returned
to power the protection to the farmers
will not be interfered with. It might
be that Mr. Templeman, one of these
candidates, has some extraordinary in-
fluence with his party and could
shape their trade policy, but at present
the policy of his leaders is certainly that
of free-trade-as-they-have-it-in-England.
(Hear, hear.) He showed how under
protection’not only had agriculture flour-
ished to a greater extent than ever be-
fore, but manufacturing industries had
been built up, and a greater market thus
provided for the products of the .farm.

e referred to the incident of the pre-
vious night’s meeting at Colquitz, where
a young farmer whose sympathies have
been with the Liberals, stood up at the
close and advocated greater protection
for the farmers, and he expressed sur-
prise that that gentleman should be
found because of political affiliation
supporting a party whose policy is
direetly opposed to his interests
and those of the whole farming class.
He next touched briefly upon the school
question, holding that this has been kept
alive solely for political purposes; and
showing that on this as on the trade
question the policy of the Liberal lead-
ers is directly opposed to that which
their candidates advocate in this con-
stituency. He confidently asked the
endorsation of the government’s course
in attempting to do justice to the min-
ority in Manitoba, which as well as their
trade policy he confidently hoped to see
endorsed by the electors of Metchosin on
the 23rd inst. (Applause.)

Hon. Dr. Helmcken was next called to
the platform amidst the enthusiastic,
long continued applause of the audience.
He thought the question before the peo-
ple here is simply one of self preserva-
tion, and he could not for a moment be-
lieve that the electors of Metchosin
would be so blind to their own interest
as to throw away the advantage of the
protection which had enabled this coun-
try to be brought to its present develop-
ment since the time when, forty or fifty
years ago, their forefathers cleared their
homes here out of the wilderness. (Ap-
plause.) Since the  position of the
Liberals on the . trade question
has been disputed,  he would read
from Mr. Laurier’s deelaration upon this
point, made in a letter written on the
2nd of this month, which was that the
tariff upon the necessaries of life should
be reduced, and that tbey should be
made as nearly free as possible, ‘‘even
in many cases entirely free.”” (Hear,
hear.) He wanted to know what are
the necessaries of life but the products
of the farm, and if the protection is to
be taken from these he thought the
farmers of Metchosin might make up
their minds to the total loss of their
market, and like the Indian to go down
on the beach and dig clams for their sus-
tenance. (Great applause.) He would
not go into the Manitoba school ques-
tion further than to say that those who
o0 into the law must obey the decisions
of the courts of law, whether they be
municipalities or individuals, and that
is just the position of Manitoba. He
felt that the government there would
consent to a friendly gdjustment of _this
question as soon as t#e . Dominion elec-
tions are over, and he advised the people
here not on account of this question to
allow their minds to be diverted
from the true issues of _ this
contest. The educational question in
Dominion politics is, the way to
get a living, to 'which the government 18
properly attending by providing experi-
mental farms and travelling dairies.
(Applause.) Protection he regarded not

as artificial but natural—the most natu-|q

ral thing in the world, and since we
must have a tariff to raise revenue he
wanted to know why it should not be
made use of to protect the industries of
the country. He was happy to see that
the protec{ion is not confined to the
land, but extends over the sea, to the
salmon worth so many millions to the
province, to the oysters, ta the lobsters,

to the small fish of all kinds, and to the
seals—everywhere protection: being in
request. He felt that the day is coming
-when Great Britain and her colonies will
have to protect themselves, by what
plan he would not now say, but he felt
that the plan would surely be produeced
before long. He félt that the country is
on the eve of renewed prosperity, the
development of the mines meaning the
advent of people who have means
with which to live in the country
and whom the farmers can supply, In
conclusion . he would read again what
Mr. Laurier says about his tariff, for fear
any of the audience had not yet grasped
its significance. (Laughter.) These
were the words: * All the necessaries
of life should be more lightly taxed, or
as nearly free as possible, and in many
cases entirely free.”” If that was what
they wanted they knew what to do; if
iy was not, why then they should as be-
fore cast a solid vote for Earle and Prior.

The round after round of applause
which followed these closing words of
the venerable Doctor, showed uamis-
takeably the choice to be made by his
audience, and to such an extent was the
applause prolonged that Dr. Helmcken
felt compelled to rise in acknowledg-
ment.

Hon. E. G. Prior was received with
enthusiasm, and in opening his remarks
thanked his friends in Metchosin for the
almost unanimous support which he has
always received from this district. Pro-
ceeding to deal with the trade question
he reag some striking and interesting
statistics showing what has been accom-
plished by the National Policy in pro-
viding and keeping for the farmers and
manufacturers of this country, the home
markets which formerly had been largely
supplied from abroad. He spoke of
the efforts being made to secure pre-
ferential trade, to make the connection
of the colonies with the Empire of
mutual advantage commercially by
bringing into effect some scheme by
which the colonies and the Empire may
give the preference to each other in pur-
chasing the goods which they cannot
produce at home. There is now, he
pointed out, a large and conetantly in-
creasing party in England who are
clamoring for protection to the farming
interests, and he thought that the in-
terests represented by this party would
be served by the accomplishment of the
idea of preferential trade. Mr. Temple-
man and others on his side have pro-
mised that they would not take off the
duties on farm products, but he asked
what would Mr. Templeman’s individual
desire count for in conflict with the wish
of his leaders, the men who make the
policy of the party? He referred next
to the famous ‘‘ gerrymander’’ bill, of
which the opposition candidates en-
deavored to make capital in Metchosin,
as elsewhere. He felt that he was too
well known in Metchosin for anyone
there to believe him capable of the trick
his opponents thought proper to charge
against him, but he would state briefly
that his sole idea in bringing in the bill
was to enable the electors of the country
districts to vote nearer home, and that
its effect would not have been, as wrong-
ly alleged, to have one single name
now on the list left off the
new lists. (Applause.) He would
say a few words, too, in reference to the
British Pacific railway, concerning which
Mr. Templeman had alleged that he
(Col. Prior) told ‘“a deliberate lie’’ to
the Board of Trade. He did not think
it necessary to comment upon this
kind of language, which is not what
he is in. the habit of using,
but he would state here as elsewhere
that what he had said about the British
Pacific was gospel truth. (Applause.)
The amount in aid of the comnmence-
ment of that line was put into the list of
subsidies for presentation to the House,
and will be in again when parliament
meets after the election. Sir Charles
Tupper, he might say, is a man with un-
bounded faith in the future of this Wes-
tern country, and he fully believes in
assisting in its development. After a
brief reference to the Maniteba school
question,and the desireof thegovernment
to carry out the treaty made with the
minority in Manitoba, in conclusion he
confidently asked the electors of Met-
chosin to again endorse Mr. Earle and
himself by giving them a sgolid vote on
the 23rd of June. (Applause.)

Col. Prior then announced that if any
person wished to speak on behalf of the
opposition candidates he would be al-
lowed twenty minutes—all the time
available as it was then 11 o’clock and
there were other speakers on the pro-
gramme.

Mr. Argyle asked if the subsidy for the
British Pacific would be voted next ses-
sion, if tHe present government remain
in power; and if so what good would it
be since the provincial government had
refused to do anything for the road.

Col. Prior replied that the subsidy
would certainly be asked from the
House of Commons; and he felt con-
fident that the local government also will
do their part—perhaps giving a little
more land and less money than asked
for last session.

Mr. A. Martin, of Victoria, then came
forward, in response to Col. Prior’s invi-
tation, as a speaker on behalf of the op-
position. Having protested that he
wanted at least half an hour for his ad-
dress, he firgt wanted to know ‘from Col.
Prior if any other member of the gov-
ernment has told about the British Pa-
cific subsidy.

The Colonel freely admitted that he
did not know, as he had no means of
keeping track of the other ministers and
what they have said since he left Ottawa.
(Laughter and applause.) I

Mr. Martin declared that it was simply
an unheard of proceeding for a member
of the government to make such an an-
nouncement, and he asked what the
Colonel had to say to that.

Col. Prior reminded the gentleman
that it is to the Governor General his
ministers are responsible for their state-
ments. (Applause.)

Mr. Martin was then asked to take the
platform (he was on the smooth dancing
floor), but he resisted the invitations of
the chairman, Col.Priorand the audience,
and stuck to his place on the floor,
i where he continued in a strain which
led someone to admonish him, amidst
great laughter, to *keep cool.” Mr.
Martin proceeded to describe the woes
of the farmers under the National Pol-
jev. until five minutes after his allottgd
twenty minutes were np, and the chair-
man ealled” ¢ Time.” Col. Prior re-
uested that Mr. Martin be allowed the
other five minutes of the half-hour for
which he had asked, and this was
agreed to, one gentleman in the
audience remarking approvingly :
l«It's as good as Othello.”” ~Mr,
| Martin proceeded for upwards of
“ten minutes, during which he
vehemently denied that Mr. Laurier has
advocated free trade ag it is in England.

*

Mr. Earle politely shéwed Him thdt he

treal Gazette what Mr. Laurier said on
the subject at Winnipeg two years ago,
and also stating that he :had himsélf
heard Mf. Laurier make that statement.
Mr. Martin refused to believe that the
Gazette editorial contained a correct
statement of Mr. Laurier’s words, but
explicitly offered to - vote. for, Col. Prior
at the coming election if it can be shown
in the Hansard that Mr. Laurier ever de-
clared himself for free trade as they have
it in England to-day. When thirty-five
minutes ‘were up the chairman called
‘““Time’”. and Mr. Martin took his seat.

Mr. Earle rose to answer him, with
the remark: ‘“The best assistance that
you can give us is to stay where you
are, for the more and oftener you speak
the better for us.”” He proceeded to re-
fer to an incidental remark near the close
of Mr. Martin’s address about the ‘* rep-
tile fund ”’ by the aid ¢f which, that
gentleman had said, the Liberal-Con-
servative candidates throughout the
country are endeavoring to get into par-
liament. Mr. Earle remarked
that we had heard something
in this province about a can-
didate who has been spending thousands
of dollars in the hope of buying a seat in
parliament.

Mr. Martin—Name! Name!

Mr. Earle said he fancied the gentle-
man knew to whom he referred, and
added: ‘I would not want a better
electioneering agent than Mr. Martin,
and the best part of it is he doesn’t cost
me a cent—he is not paid by me, under-
stand.”

There was great laughter at this point,
in which Mr. Martin did not join, but he
indignantly demanded what did Mr.
Earle mean to insinuate—was it that
Mr. Martin is paid by anybody ?

Mr. Earle proceeded to deal with the
more important questions before the
meeting, but Mr. Martin appealed to
the chairman for ‘‘fair play’’ and an
answer.

The Chairman confessed, amidst ap-
plause, that he did not sympathize to
any extent with Mr. Martin’s protest,
having a vivid recollection of the inci-
dent last week when Mr. Martin called
him a “‘ curioeity”’ and would not hear
a word from him in explanation.

Mr. Earle proceeded with his address,
dealing vigorously with the assertions
made by Mr. Martin and his allegations
of misrepresentation, and he asked the
people of Metchosin' as soon as they
found him and Col. Prior guilty of any
misrepresentation, to withdraw from
them the support they have so cordially
given in the past.

Col. Prior then read from the Han-

sard, extracts from several speeches by
Mr. Laurier, declaring for f{ree trade
without qualification, these speeches
having been read to the House of Com-
mons by Hon. Dr. Montague and thus
placed upon the official record.
Mr. Martin was allowed to inspect the
section from Hansard from which the
Colonel had read, but when he had done
so he refused to admit that the proof
called for had been furnished, because
the speeches had been read to the House
by Dr. Montague instead of Mr. Laur-
ier. The proof, however, was certainly
in accordance with Mr. Martin’s speci-
fication, which he had written out and
handed to the chairman, as follows:

I state that if any one can show me in
Hansard’s debates that Mr. Laurier de-
clared for free trade without qualification I
shall vote for Col. Prior on June 23.
ARCHER MARTIN.

The meeting came to a close after mid-
night. with cheerg for Col. Prior and
Mr. Earle.

AFTER forty years of continuous devel-
opment and expansion, the retail de-
partment of Messrs. Langley & Hender-
gon Brothers’ extensive drug business
was yesterday closed, the firm having
decided to confine themselves in the
future strictly to the wholesale trade.
As showing the immense volume of
business that has been transacted in the
prescription department alone it is in-
teresting to note that the books which
were yesterday transferred to Mr. C. E.
Jones, of the P. P. P. P., contain a total
of no fewer than 93,000 separate. pre-
scriptions. (

AN accident at Shawnigan lake onFri-
day evening cost Edmond F. Harper his
life. Harper, who was a young man of
22 and a son of Mr. John Harper of this
city, was in the employ of the Shawni-
gan Lake Lumber Co. He was working
at a camp at the head of the lake, and on
Friday evening took down a team of
horses to water them. Close to where
the path leads down to the lake there is
a steep bluff which sheers down to the
water, at that point over 20 feet deep.
In some way one of the horses and Har-
per fell down the bank into the lake, and
apparently in the struggle the man got
kicked on the head and injured, so that
he was rendered helpless to save him-
gelf from drowning. Aid came from the
logging camp a short time ;afterwards,
but though the horse was rescued Har-
per had sunk in 27 feet of water and the
body was only recovered after dragging.
An inquest was held yesterday afternoon
when a verdict was rendered in accord-
ance with the facts. The body was
brought to town in the evening train
and the funeral takes place ro-merrow
at 2 o’clock from the family residence,
Pine street, Victoria West. The A.O.F.,
of which deceased was a member, will
attend in a body.

THE athletic performanceat A.0.U.W.
hall last night under the auepices of the
Ladies’ Auxiliary of the Jubilee hos-
pital, was a greater success financially
than the attendance showed, for quite a
number of people who were unable to
attend had purchased tickets to assist
the worthy object for which the enter-
tainment had been arranged. The per-
formance itself was wonderfully good,
especially in the difficult feats of form-
ing living pyramids and the horizontal
and parallel bar exercises, which were
splendidly done by Messrs. J. Hill. H.
Erskine, C. Hill, W. Peden, H. P. Mel-
lish, C. Esnouf and C. Wriglesworth.
Mr Wrigleswor th also did several Sandow
acts, raising a man above his head with
one arm and also toying graceiully
with a 103 1b. dumb  bell.
The Hills and Wriglesworth in_their
tumbling made quite a hit, and J. Hill
and C. Hill gave a pretty exhibition of
the manly art. Club-swinging by H. P.
Mellish, C. Wriglesworth and J. Hill
completed the athletic part of the pro-
gramme. A violin solo was very charm-
ingly played by Miss Annie Brown; Mr.
J. G. Brown, as usual, delighted every-
one with his singing; Miss Mary Collins
recited, and Miss Wilson’s song was
very well received. The harmonica solo
by Mr. James Hill earned him hearty
applause, and he was obliged t, respond
to an encore. :

G oo . Tl A'l‘ P"ARSON’§ BRIDGE.

‘and third time,”” and the Doctor’s recom-

'vide additional polling places, one at

") “irtol Fmz Dathy Coroise, June 16} /7

Not Ome Voice Raised Against the
Government Candidates or
Their Peoliey.

Very Satisfactory Close of the Fi;st
Week’s Liberal-Conservative
Meetings.

Parson’s Bridge was the meeting
place for the electors of the district and
the Liberal-Conservative candidates last
evening, Price Brothers’ cosy hall being
the scene. The hall has recently been
renovated, and with its handsome furni-
ture, lights and decorations was more
like a big parlor—which is its every-day
use—than a public meeting room. A
profusion of flowers, deftly and artistic-
ally arranged in bouquets, added to the
beauty of the scene and lent a delicious
fragrance to the air. That with such
surroundings the meeting should be
otherwise than a thoroughly pleasant
experience for all the participants,
would have been out of the question.

Mr. W. H. Hayward having been
called to the chair, did not feel it neces-
sary to make any further remarks than
to ask a fair hearing for all the speakers.
He first called upon Hon. J. S. Helme-
ken.

Hon. Dr. Helmcken came forward
amidst great applause, at the outset of
his remarks recalling to the meeting
that it was as a representative of this
district that he entered political life
forty years ago. He proceeded to deal
eloquently and feelingly with the school
question, deploring that it should be
used to stir up religious strife in the
community, and advising the electors of
this distfict to refuse to be mixed up
with it, further than to sustain the
government in carrying out the treaty
made with the minority. As to the
trade question, speaking to a farmers’
audience like this one he would deal
with it from their standpoint, and he
warned them against the policy of Mr.
Laurier, as contained in his recent
declaration that he will make the neces-
saries of life entirely free. He con-
sidered it his duty to give this advice to
the sons and grandsons of his old friends
who have now gone to their long rest.
If thev wanted to see their farms revert
back to the state in which their fore-
fathers found them, then they should
vote for a free trade government.

A Voice—*There would be nothing
but soup kitchens again, with Mr, Lau-
rier.”” (Hear, hear.)

Hon. Dr. Helmcken continned to show
the useful education with which the
Dominion government are concerned,
not education about the next life, but to
show howa living can best be made in this
world. This is being attended to by the
government by means'of experimental
farms and dairy stationsand instructors.
In conclusion he read Mr. Laurier’s
tatest free trade declaration ‘‘a second

mendation to vote against this and in
favor of Earle and Prior was thereupon
heartily adopted by the applause of his
aadience.

'"Col. Prior was the next speaker. He
opened his address with a complimen-
tary reference to the beautiful and com-
fortable way in which Mr. and Mrs.
Price had fixed up the room for this
meeting, (Applause.) Before dealing
with other matters, he wished to refer
to what has been called by his opponents
the ‘‘ gerrymander bill.”’” This bill, he
explained, was intended simply to pro-

Parson’s Bridge, for instance, where
under the law there should have been
one, and where there would have been a
polling station for this election, but for
the action of the opposition in Victoria
in telegraphing to Mr. Joseph Martin,
of Winnipeg, to block the bill in the
House of Commons. The bill was killed
in‘that way, for no legitimate reason,
but, as Mr. Templeman had the effron-
tery to say the other night, ‘* or general
principles.”” This was something for
the electors of this district to remember
when on the 23rd of June they have to
lose the greater part of the day making
the journey to and from Victoria city
to cast their ballots. (Hear, hear.) He
wished to say a few words also about
the British Pacific railway, Mr. Temple-
man having thought fit to declare that
his (Col. Prior’s) statement in this con-
nection to the Board of Trade was ‘‘a
deliberate lie,”” and to advertise that as-
sertion in the Times. He showed con-
clusively that he and Mr. Earle have
from the first done their very best to
advance the cause of the British Pacific,
they having been charter members of
the company and having at this day as
great an interest in the company as
even Mr. Rithet himself. He pointed
out that not until this year were the
company in a position to ask for a Do-
minilon subsidy, and that when applica-
tion was made the Dominion govern-
ment responded with a grant of $3,200
a mile for a hundred miles of rail-
way on the island to form part
of the British Pacific and E. & N. rail-
ways, and also $3,200 a mile for the first
twenty-five miles from Bute Inlet. That
that grant was not passed by the House
of Commons was due simply to the oppo-
sition,who refused to allow a single mon-
ey vote to go through, and by the delay
that this would canse, before the subsidy
could be brought forward-at next ses-
sion, Victoria would suffer to the ex-
tent that she might have benefited by
the expenditure of the money. (Hear,
hear.) He next dealt with general pub-
lic affairs, stating the various enter-
prises being promoted by the govern-
ment in accordance with their progres-
sive policy. He showed the commercial
and patriotic advantages of preferential
trade between the British colonies
and the Empire, a prominent fea-
ture of the Liberal - Conserva-
tive policy; and after dwelling
briefly upon the new danger menacing
this country in the shape of Japanese
competition, and the greater necessity
thereby created for a protective tariff,
he asked for a solid vote for himself and
Mr. Earle on-the 23rd of June.

Mr. Thomas Earle then took the plat-
form amidst applause. He promised
only a brief address since the first two
speakers had very well covered the
ground with respect to the trade policy
—the real issue of this contest. He
appeared as in 1891 as an out-and-out
supporter of the Nation«l Policy of pro-

Dominion fo the other. The policy of
Mr. Laurier, whatever. Mr. Templeman
and Dr. Milne may say to the eon-
trary jin the farming districts of this
constituency, is free trade pure and
simple; and it is between these two
policies that the electors must choose.
He dealt with the British Pacific matter,
showing How foolish it is for their op-
ponents to say that Col. Prior and he,
who are directors of the company, have
not done their best to advance its in-
terests, when those interests are their
own, not only as directors but as owners
of property in Victoria. -He forcibly
presented the main points of the policy
of the government, and asked all those
who approved of that line of policy to
turn out and vote for Col. Prior and
himself: (Applause.)

Mr. H. D. Helmcken, M.P.P., rose in

response to calls for “ Harry.”” He ex-
pressed the pleasure he felt in being
amongst his neighbors of Parson’s
Bridge at a splendid meeting of this
character; and this brought to his
mind the meeting at Metchosin which
he had attended last night, having
wany friends among the people there
and being interested in their affairs.
He saw with regret that over the report
of that thoroughly representative meet-
ing of electors of Metchosin district, the
Times had placed the very offensive and
unealled-for heading of ‘“Hack Loads of
Heelers ’—a heading for which there
was no justification whatever. In the first
place, not a ‘‘hack”’ at all went from
the city to Metchosin, and in the next
the term ‘“ heelers”” was not applicable
to any of the few gentlemen from the
city who, having friends in Metchosin,
had driven down to the meeting there.
He also dealt with the address
made by Mr. Martin at that meeting,
showing how inconsistent it is for a
member of the legal profession, such as
Mr. Martin is, to go about advocating
the cause of a free trade policy, when
his own profession is possibly the most
highly protected in the world. He
thought, however, that the farmers
whom Mr. Martiu had adaressed had
been able themselves to see that what
that gentleman argued for before them
would not be to their interest. He next
dealt briefly with the chief points of the
Liberal-Conservative policy, particalar-
ly preferential trade; and feeling that
that is the best policy for the Dominion,
he asked his farmer-friends to give a
solid vote for their old representatives,
Col. Prior and Mr. Earle, on the 23rd of
June. (Applause.)
Col. Prior requested anyone having a
question to ask, to put it now, to Mr.
Earle or himself; but no questions were
forthcoming. Then he invited any per-
son who wished to address the meeting
in the interest of the opposition candi-
dates to take the platform; but to this
also there was no response. A vote of
thanks to the chairman was heartily ac-
corded, und a meeting so unanimous
that not one discordant note had been
heard came to a close soon after eleven
o’clock.

THE CITY.

TrE Colwood hotel, recently rebuilt
after destruction by fire, is now in full
running order, under the direction of
Mr. Frank Shier, well-known in this
city from his long connection with the
Sehl-Hastie-Erskine Company.

THE spring assizes open in this city
on Tuesday morning, the list of cases to
be presented to the grand jury being on
the whole a light one. The cases on the
docket are: Farrell, shooting with in-
tent; Garrow and Creech, murder; Reid.
theft; Newman, burglary; Evans, cut-
ting and wounding ; and Redfern, arson.

Touring bicyclists in search of a
suburban halting place will find an ideal
spot at Parson’s Bridge, six miles from
centre town, over the finest stretches of
road in the district. Mrs. Price has
fixed up the parlor of the Price Bro-
thers’ hotel for the special accommoda-
tion of the ladies who are now so num-
erous in the bicycling parties, and it is
safe to say that few who know of this
pretty resting place will pass it without
looking in. The ladies’ parlor and its
entrance, it may be mentioned, are
quite separated from the usual public
entrance to the hotel.

THE examinations on the theory of
music closed yesterday afternoon at Miss
S. F. Smith’s studio, and Sir Henry
Crease, Rev. Canon Reanlands, Rev. Dr.
Campbell, Mr. D. Spencer, Mr. Chud-
ley and Sheriff McMillan, who were
among the visitors, all spoke very highly
of the thoroughness of the system and
the competency of Miss Smith, which
was confirmed by the way in which the
pupils answered the questions submitted
to them. The closing musical examina-
tions and presentation prizes takes
place on Tuesdoy at 4:30 p.m.

Mke. P. A. O’FARRELL, who returned
to Victoria from the Kootenay conntry
last evening, reports Rossland to be at
the present time the most prosperous
town in the Province of British Colum-
bia. Every stage and train entering the
place is crowded and developwents are
pushed with extraordinary rapidity. The
Fire Fly people having sold out their
claim to Mr. Mr. D. J. Larke, that gen-
tleman has disposed of his interest to
the Nest Egg company, thus making an
end absolutely of all controversy as to the
title of the Nest Egg. The latest develor-
ments on this property show conelusively
that it will make a big mine. A con-
tract has recently been let for the sink-
ing of a shaft on the Deer Park, and Mr.
John Burke has also arranged for the
sinking of a shaft on the Palo Alto,
which everybody expeets to see shipping
ore within sixty days. The Freeburn
has struck a nice lead of ore and Mr.
O’Farrell says that he has great hopes
of the property; during his stay in
Kootenay he also saw some fine ore from
the crosscut of the Georgia tunnel, and
received the gratifying report from Mr.
Wzﬁ'ner that that mine is looking up
well.
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tection, advocated by the ILiberal-Con-
servative party from one end of the

-J0 THE ELECTORS

—OF—

VANCOUVER
DISTRICT,

GENTLEMEN :—The Dominion Elections are at
hand, and it will be your privilege and duty
to elect a member to represent you in the House
of Commons

I have the honor to be chosen by a large
gortion ot the electors from all parts of the
1strict to become a candidate for the office
that must be filled.

The most important subject  before
the public at the present time I think
is the Tariff question. In reviewing the
Budget B8peech of the Finance Minister,
we find that the Liberal Conservatives
were returned to power with a large majority
in 1878, and the fiscal policy of the party wasthe
cause of that change. This policy has been
carried out since that time and has been en-
dorsed by the electors in 1878, 1882, 1887 and
1891, and the policy in the future is to be that
of the past—a reasonable protection of Can-
adian interests. The great aim of the Liberal
Conservatives has been to encourage home
industries, and we are all well aware that this
could not be done without moderate proteetion,
and on this particular question the electors
from the Atlantic to the Pacific will pronounce
their verdict in June. We find that this is the
great question that the Liberal ’Farty expect to
centre their arguments on, The country is
flooded with the literature of that imrty, which
will deceive the unwary if possible, and make
them believe that the Liberal Conservatives
are the most corrupt government on the face of
the earth. Since 1894 we find that the govern-
ment has been gradually reducing the tariff
upon all articles that are in general use by the
working classes in the country. We see in the
Finance Minister's Budget speech (Hon. Mr.
Foster) that the articles such as tea, coffee and
tin were entered free of duty, which means
thatthe government were considering the in-
terests of the masses, and we find right along,
year by vear, duties struck off articles whic,
were a great burden to the people; and we are
promised that the same policy will be eontinued
until we have every article in general use re-
duced so that we will have just enough pro-
tection to keep our neighbors across the border,
cr any other country, from getting any undue
advantage over us. We are all aware that the
policy of the United States is a high protective
one. They are not in favor of reciprocity,
preferentinl trade they care nothing about,
unless it is to their advantage. They will give
no preference to us, and what are the Liberal
arty advocating—{ree trade, free trade, a tariff
or revenue; in fact, when we find the Liberals
at their best their policy is nothing more than
what the Liberal Conservatives are carrying
out at present. Hear what we have from one
of our local Liberal papers:

“ A tariff readjustment dovs not mean the
wanton destruction of the industries for the
mere sake ol carrying out a revolutionary pro-
gramme. The object is to help the industries
of the country.”

And yet on the other hand we hear them
crying from one end of the country to the other,
the policy of the Liberal Conservatives in pro-
tectmg onr natural industries 18 giving the
manufacturers all the benefits—that they are
the only ones reaping the rich harvest. It is
impossible for any government to become per-
fectin a year,or even 20 years. They are finding
eut daily what is the best for the great mass of
the people, and I am glad to see that there are
such promising signs that they will be returned
to power by an overwhelming majority. To
tnose of us who have lived under the reign of
the Liberal Conservative government, during
the last 17 years, and who have felt the great
benefits by the gradual reduction ot the tariff,
no argument to the contrary will convince us
that free trade will be a change for the better.
] say Canada for the Canadians first, last and all
the time.

The Manitoba School Question is the subject
that the Liberal party are expecting to ride
into power by. On this question 1 desire to
give my humble judgment, so that those who
have given this undesirable question little
consideration may see that British fair ylay
will prevail at last. When Manitoba received
her Constitution in 1870, the rights of Manitoba
were protected by law. The minority at that
time were the. Protestants. After a number of
years the separate schoolsdid not give justice
to all. They were found to be a great burden
on the poor farmers and the taxation became
heavier on one portion of the people than the
other. The schools were not up to the standard
of our public schools, the teachers were below
the standard, a spirit of dissatisfaction reigned
amongst the majority, who had by this time
become Protestants, and the Manitoba Legis-
lature passed the StateSchools Act. In passing
that act I consider that they did not give the
minority that consideration that the Maritime
and Eastern provinces had done. That was the
right time the question should have been
settled. After six years litigation we find that
it has become a national question. Remedial
legislation as brought in by the government
has not been endorsed by the country. The
Liberal party have been divided on the ques-
tion as well as the Conservatives, and the con-
clusion that the wisest men in the country
have come to is that the Manitoba Legislature
will have to_seitle the matter in an honorable
manner to all concerned. I could not support
Remedial Legislation as brought in by the
government, but would support any measure
to give justice to all concerned, so long asthe

ublic school system is kept intact. Hon. Mr.
urier, while in B.C., said on two occasions
while here that we had the best school system in
the country, and commended our province
highly on its advanced school system. Having
such testimony (and I believe he meant all he
said) I have no hesitation in saying we have
about as perfect a school system as there isin
any eountry.

In coming to provincial matters I believe we
are on the threshold of a prosperous future,
Our mineral resoursces, fromour borders to the
Arctic Ocean, indicate that we have untold
wealth within our.reach. Being alive to those
facts, it1s our duty to advertise our resources;
to encourage English capital to come and de-
velop our mines of precious metals. The federal
and provincial governments must do their

arts also, and it will be the duty of the mem-
gers elected to Ottawa to see that justice is done.

I am in favor of the subsidizing of the C.W.R.
to a reasonable extent, and endorse the action
of the B.C. government on this question.

The exteasion of the E. & N. R. should be
carried oitat once, and the necessary apgm—
priation should have beénh granted at the last
session of our Dominion Parliament. , ’
The farmers of our district will require the
earnest attention of the local member consider-
ing the scattered condition ih which they are
placed along our coast, and oun this Island. -
Markets require to be'established in all our
principal cities, facilities for, getting to those
markets, and reasonable rates by railway and
steamers should be given. As the government
have to assist in this line, it is only ressonable
to expect that they will grant every facility in
their power, and which 1shall feel it my dut;
to urge, should T havethe honorto beelectetf.

Our Postal system requires investigation. The
growing needs of all parts of our district by
railways and steamers are not what we require.
The member for the district will be held respon-
sible in future for attention’to our various needs.
Considering our geographical econdition I con-
gsider that we will require best cowmsideration
the Dominion government can give, by makin
liberal appropriations for publié buildings, an
for improving our coasts and harbors.
Having been 17 years amongst you I consider
I have & practical knowledge of the varieus
wants of our district. If elected I will devote
my whole time to working for the best interests
of all; tounite and bind together all elasses,and
capital and labor in all its branches, and will
not commit myself on any great measure
brotght before patliament, withous$ consulting
the electors of the district. In conelusion, I ask
for‘the support of all who deslre the prosperity
of bur country. s
Yours respectfully,

JAMES HAGGART.

Wellington, B. C, May 4, 1896. my20-d-w

(0. A, SARGISON,

NOTARY PURL1C,

Accountant and ﬁqe‘r}t.
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