L2th, 19
%

IlllIIIHIIlIIlIIlIIIIImIII
I:‘ S

lients

iclure

all

‘nmmmuuuuum

{air
| BEST

5IER TO
" STYLE

1 Articles,
red only by
/ CO,

153
the hair

1€I'S

-e

xdon

LT U T

N

R

12

U

THE NATIONAL

NEGRO WEEKLY

DEVOTED TO THE INTERESTS OF THT DARKER RACES

o—

Vol. I, No. 2.

LONDON, CANADA, JULY 19TH, 1924,

Price 5 Cents.

“MILTON ROSS
NEND OF SLAVES

S s

Reference is often made in the
press to the daring work that was
carried on by Dr. Alexander Milton
Ross, a Canadian, in the abduction
of slaves from the South, before the
Civilt War. The 'career of this Can-
adian abolitionist >3 so remarkable
that it may well be told in detail.
He was a friend of Garibaldi, Emer-
son, Bryant, Greeley, and Lincoln.
“Thy fifty years have not been idle
ones but crowded with good works,”
was a tribute paid to him by Whittier,
while Wendell Phillips declared: “No
higher heroism, courage or tenacity
of purpose was ever displayed than
by you in your chivalric efforts to
help the slave to freedom.” Early
influences determined the career of
this reformer, Born in the little
Ontario town of Belleville, on Dec.
13, 1832, of Scottish parentage, he
inherited a love of freedom. From
his mother he learned of the evils of
slavery, and its effects upon the Ne.
groes of the South. He could learn
by observation of the fugitives settled
near his home. When he was 17
year old he went to New York and
worked as a compositor on the post,
of which Bryant was editor. The
latter became interested in the young
Canadian as did also Greeley, at
whose suggestion he spent a winter
in Washington where he witnessed
the workings of national government.
Some of the things he saw there help-
el to determine his future. The
arrogance of the slave interests in
?Oﬂgress and the spectacle of slaves
”1‘ the District of Columbia intensified
his hatred of the institution and
Strengthened  his  determination to
help free the oppressed when oppor-
tunity came, He says himself that
Mrs. Stowe’s “Unicle Tom’s Cabin”
decided his plans. “To me,” he
Says, “it was a command; and a set-
“?d conviction took possession of my
Mind that it was my duty to help the
oppressed to freedom.”

Through Gerrit Smith he obtained
Wl information with regard to the
;‘(;Ork"ings of the “underground rail-
% %d” and algo met the leading spir-
NS of that organization in Boston,
in?t‘: Yor'l,i and Philadelphia. “I was
» t}?ted’,..he says, “into a knowledge
ol € relief societies, and the meth-
amoemployed to circulate info.rmationA

Ug the slaves of the South’ the

J. A. PINCKNEY, who with Mr. Jen-
kins, founded the Dawn one year
ago. Mr. Pinckney hnolds a res-
ponsible position with the C.N.R.,
but has managed to find time to
take an active part in the conduct-
ing of our paper. He has been
“on the job” whenever financial
difficulties threatened and to him
is due, in a large measure, the con-
tinuing of publication.

routes to be ftaken by 'the slaves
after reaching the so-called free stat-
es; the relief posts, where shelter and
aid for transportation could be ob.
tained.” With Gerrit Smith he also
journeyed to Ohio and Indiana, gain-
ing further information and makiing
acdquaintances among the ‘“under-
ground” workers. >

His plan was to go into the heart
of the South and convey to the slav-
es the informationt with regard to
routes and friends that would enable
them to make their way to Canada.
He was not blind to the risk involved.
Detection would probably mean death
for himself and perhaps for others,
but he did not shrink. After making
necessary arrangements regarding a
code for correspondence, he crossed
the Potomac River in April, 1857, go-
ing to the home of a Negro Sympa-
thize rin Richmond, Va. A few
week swere spent in looking over the
ground; then, having laid his plans,
on a certain Sunday evening he met
42 slaves at the home of a colored
preacher and explained to them the
routes from Virginia to Ohio and
Pennsylvania, giving also the names
of friends who would assist them to
safety. They were asked to circul-

(Continued on Page 2)

Originator Of Colored
Line in Pugilism Dies

Broke in New York

(By The Associated Negro Press)

New York City, N.Y., July— Jim
Wakely, the white man who has the
distinction of being the first to draw
the “color line” in pugilism, is dead.
He died Friday night in St. Vincent’s
tiospital of heart disease, broke and
rractically friendless aiter being at
one time the possessor of a fortune
and thousands of friends.

A generation ago, Wakeley, who ran
the well known cafe in sporting ecir-
cles at Sixth Avenue and Forty Sec-
nd Street, was one of the most out-
standing figures in the sporting world.
As Manager and backer of John L.
Sullivan, he gained fame, not only
as the man who made the famous
john L., but as the man who first
went om record as refusing to per-
mit his fighter to fight a colored man.
the famous and immortal Peter
Jackson. Wakeley was 75 years
old.

Wills and Siki To
Appear for Charity

S —

(By The Associated Negro Press)

New York City, July—In the int-
erest o fcharity, Harry Wills and Bat-
tling Siki are down to appear on the
card arranged for Saturday night at
Bay Shcere, L. 1. in aid of the South-
side Hospitaal, a non-partisan hospit-
al where patients are received, re.
gardless of creed or color. They
will each box an opponent a six round
bout.

MIGRATION OF
it NEGROES

Toronto—The National Assoiciation
of Social Workers Conference at a
meeting in Convocation Hall on July
1st, where were a large attendance
of white people and a fairly large
number of Negroes, Dr. Fisher open-
ed the meeting with a speech on Ne-
gro Migration and its effects on fam-
ily and community life. Dr, Fisher
said: I like the Apostle Paul not
ashamed of the Gospel of Jesus Christ
I too am not ashamed to defend the
migration of my people from the
South to any part of the continent.
When we come to examine the effect
of the generalization of the South.
All of the evil effedqts on colored peo-
ple are not fully known. I know the
social relations in the South are not
fully 'understood. People are not
likely to involve themselves with the
effect that does not directly affect
themselves, whether they be Negro
or white in the South. The stateman
does not concern himself about the
ninety and nine which went not away.
There is nothing done to help those
seven million Negroes who remaain
still in the South. Good endowed in
human Christianship, human states-
manship in both races, which by rac-
ial statesmanship ought to accomp-
lish something. The Negro who
knows himself better than any stud-
ent or statesman; why he left the
South.

The white man does not spread
Negro books or papers or listen to
Negro orators o fthe South. If there

(Continued on page 6)

IMPORTANT NOTICE

On Monday evening, August 11th, at Ulster Hall, London,
there will be held a meeting in the interests of the advance-
ment of the Canadian Colored people. Some of Canada’s
most prominent white citizens will be present.

ALL ARE CORDIALLY INVITED.
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