man of Commlsslon D
Watch Expendlture.

The Railway Résblmbﬂs 'Nl'e‘ d\e;lt
4ith at yesterday’s session of the
gouse and some startling facts were
gade known by various Op'odtion
gembers. Sir Michael Cashin’s britliant
gdress of the afternoon could not be
concluded yesterday as, unfortunately,
pe could not find it possible to be pre-
ent at the night session. Mr, Sullivan
and SIT John Crosbie, however, filled
the preach valiantly and castigated the
Gover nment’s conduct of railway af-
s in a manner whichcaused the.
srenzied financiers” to squirm. After
the House had met, at the usual hour,
e Exportation of Timber Bill was
read a first time.

gir Michael Cashin returned ithe

of Trade Commissioner
told the Minister of Marine
ries that he wanted all the
s and that they must also be

8

fair

messase

decoded.
The House resolved into Committee

he Whole on the Railway Resolu-

Asn— Michael Cashin took up the re-

er of the afternoon session with

nt address on the Govern-

pent’s Railway policy which he will

bly continue to-day. He quoted

1o report of the Prime Minis-

ch of last year on Railway

: published in the Daily Star

h. 1920. The present situa-

a was deplorable but was

» expected from a Govern-

h as this one, which had prov-

tself utterly incapable of dealing

any matters of importance. Sir

read the headline fo the re-

the Prime Minister’s speech

Iy mentioned. It was “Premier

ires hammers Reid Newfoundland

Co unmermml]v. The Railway policy

st vear consisted of a loan of $1.-

the Reid’s to be repaid with

It also called for the appoint-

»f a commission to supervise the

e of the money loaned. This

ion was to have consisted of

seven members, four of whom would

t the Government. Sir Michael

asked the Prime Minister if that $1,-

000,000 was charged to the Reid New-

foundland Co. and was told that such

expenditure as was made on capital ac-

count had been charged up to the com-
pany.

Sir Michael then enquxred about the
interest and was informed that the
rate was 6 per cent. and that this also
had been charged to Reid’s account.
Sir Michael stated that the Govern-
ment had charged up the amount at
the Treasury Office but had not noti-
fied Reid’s that they owed the money.
No attempt had been made by the Gov-
ernment to unravel theé railway mys-
tery which was now before the House.
$2,500,000 had been spent and yet an-
other $1,500,000 was asked for to go
on with the Railway. He would not
8ay it was not necessary. Under exisit-
ing conditions somebody had to run
the Railway somehow. If the -Reid
Newfoundland Company had not got
be money, it was the Government’s

been spent. Still the people put np
with it. There was not even any senti-
ment in the city of St. John's. Sir
Michael then noticed that there was no
quorum and called the Speaker’s ut-
tention to it.

The members of the Government re-
turned to the House in answer to sum-
mons by the Speaker. Sir Michael let
loose on them for the indifference they

showed to their country’s interests by |

leaving their seats and going in the
rogms to smoke their pipes at a time
when a matter of a million and a half
dollar gift was being discussed. For 4
months said Sir Michael the House has
been in session, and practically no
business of importance has been trans-
acted. The Government members in
great part did not care go long as they
got their .mess. of , pottage. Some. of
these members came to this House as)
champions of the “underdogs,” but now
that their sessional pay has been rais-
ed from $200 to $1000 they are content
to let everything else driff.

Reading that part of ‘the Commis-
sions report, dealing with the Com-
pany’s faﬂurg to make the Railway
pay, Sir Michael said that Mr. Coaker
had also made a miserable failure at
the business, though no doubt he did
his best. He was sorry for him as he
sat in his seat taking his medicine.

Mr. Coaker.—“Could you do better?”

Sir Michael.—*“Yes I could, but the
people preferred you to manage the af-
fairs of the country and now they are
saddled with a burden of 10 million
dollars for ther choice. Where you are
going to get this 134 million dollars
for the Railroad is still a mystery. It
certainly will not come from the re-
venue of next year. That will bring on-
1y 9 or 10 millions, which will not
cover the estimates. You cant get an-
other loan as you did the last, when
you submitted a false statement show-
ing a surplus of 1% millions. Will the
country then have to go insolvent? We
discuss this Railway expenditure as if
the country had unlimited means. We
are in a mess of the worst kind. Is
that not so Mr. Chairman? Did you not
say so Mr. Coaker? Our country will
suffer long for the mismanagement of

! the present Government. Personally it

will be no worse for me than any other
man, but when I consider that this is
1y native land I cannot stand without

! raising my voice in protest. The mark

put on the country by the present ad-
ministration is RUIN, After two years
of being in power not one measure of
Penefi; to the country has resulted.”

The Prime Minister at this juncture
came into the Chamber angd excused
himself saying that he was absent
seeking important information from
the Finance Department.

Sir Michael, directing his remarks
to the Premier, said when we handed
you the Government there was 4 mil-
lion dollars of a surplus, and what
have you done with it. During the past
12 months you have expended 6 mil-
lions of dollars, and have added 2 mii-

lion dollars yearly to expenditure. The

olicy to run the Railway, whilst they, country is looking ‘in vain to you to

had money, and when there was-nene
eft they would throw up both the Rails
Way and the Government. He asked
the “Minister of Railways,” (a title
Which seems to suit Mr. Coaker ex-
ceedingly well), questions concerning
he appointment of the Railway Com-
mission and was told that only five
men had been appointed, two only of
hom, represented the government.
lese were Mr. Coaker, and the Gow-
eriment Engineer, Mr, T. Al Hall. The
had three representatives,

Plessrs. H. D. Reid, R. G. Reid, and J.
. Powell.

8ir M. P. Cashin—How did you
Watch »r‘tp'wrﬁi;'lre'.’

Mr. Cosker—1 didn’t watch it at all.
Sir . P, Cashin—What, We thought
Fou were the watch dog looking out
for the rights of the underdogs. Buf
Who did watch?

Mr, Coaker.—Mr. Hall

As regards the expenditure of the
B1,000,000, Sir Michael could- only
Ole to one conclusion, that Mr. Hall
‘- the only member of the Commis-
P00 who supervised it. Mr. Coaker was
Fojourning abroad and the Company’s

€Dresentatives could not have  been!.

EXpected to supervise the expenditure |
1 the Government’s interests: JDeal-

8 With the improvements embodied |

2 the Railway policy of last year; Sir
fichael said that none of them have
'%en carried out. He had been told that
. Coaker was a physical wreck. He
FYlpathized with him and with the
OWBtry and the Government which
4 let the Minister make a financial

8% of the Colony. Itlmdbeen he.rt-

ng to hear thé P
L Railway matters on Tueldl! 0'
% of his denouncement of the
lnl;:hllshed in the “Star;” the
ter handed out $2,000 QQQ}O

Under Government n’mna,&ﬂpn
%0 had been spent to |
%3 open during the win

Government supportetsv t
Pt props carried. The.

' his Government must

! Some kind of disea

0 to put up with the

“0ple were getting.

. been told lww th.-

* keep her off the rocks, but you are’ not
troubling. You asked for a suspension
of the rules of the House three weeks
ago 8o as to rush the business of the
country knowing well that the Railway
problem had to be considered. Sir
George Bury came here and took from
the colony 7 or 8 thousand dollars for
a report on this matter, which he
manufactured from the report written
be Mr. T. Hall. This man was brought
| here for a blind and he left behind him
only two sheets of fools cap. Address-
ing Mr. Coaker he asked, did his sug-
gestion in the commissions report to
close down the Railroad mean only
camuflage and what was meant by the
statement that 50% ought be allowed
for the padding of account as made
out by the Reids. He offered to sit
down it Mr. Coaker would - explain
these matters: It was not fair to say
that the Reids padded thefr ststemdnt.
when:they sgowed a loss of 135 mil-
lions on operation, when Mr. Goalker
lost 2 million ‘on the same transaction,
unless he too padded. "

Mr. Coaker left the House' but when
he came back Sir Michael said to him,
you beat the Prime Minister when you
‘took the Chumauhhot the Railway
Commission. ;

v Mr, Ccller.——"l,ﬂd not ﬂm to be
ct;a.lrmnn."

‘Sir. M—"Mo m m on
that eunmiuhyt was any of your pro-
‘positions turned down.”

Mr. Coaker—“No.”

Sir Michael—*“You were boss of the
whole outfit. You rc{ar in your report
to new “freigh
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men are now putting props under the
railway bridges so that they will be
safe for the new engines to pass over.”

Mr., Coaker—"“I do not admit that:
we are only strengthening the
bridges.”

Sir Michael.—“Did Sir George Bury
know the condition of these bridges
when he made his repott?”

Mr. Coaker.—“I do not know.”

Sir Michael.—“You do know. You are
jeopardising the lives of passengers
with those heavy engines going over
bridges that were not built to bear
their weight and that was my reason
for saying a few days ago that the
railroad should be barred off. Is it not
true that the engines slow down when
crossing some of those bridges?”

Mr, Coaker.—“No!”

Sir Michael.—“You are not telling
the truth. The facts have been report-
ed to the Government and to you.”

Mr. Pill the auditor who is receiving
a salary of $400 per month was refer-
red to as was also wessrs. Joyce,
Powell and Graham, who had been

slurred by baving people from outside-

the country, whose credentials are not
known, placed over their-heads. The
coal boring exploits of the Railway
Commission were shown up im their
true colors by Sir Michael. A glaring
instance of what was being done was
that while the motor trucks were'sup-
posed to be hauling coal from the
mines over 100 pairs of snow shoes
were ordered for the “miners.” It
sounds ridiculous, said Sir Michael,
but it is true nevertheless. Sir Michael
had not concluded his speech when re-
cess was taken for tea.

NIGHT SESSION.

After recess, in the unavoidable
absence of Sir Michael Cashin the
Railway Resolutions were dealt with
by Mr. M. S. Sullivan in a very con-
vincing manner. He said that he did
not expect the Government to be in-
fluenced by his remarks, but at the
same time its members could not re-
fute the statements he would make,
As far as he was concerned it would
bé a renunciation of duty to have a
further burden of 134 million of dol-
Tars placed on the people without his
offering a protest. He did not intend
to embarrass the Government and the
criticisms he would tmake were done
with the best of intentions, and he
invited the members of the Govern-
ment to question him on any state-

N

ments of his that they had a doubt

about. He 'wished to impress upon
the House that this vote to the Reid
Company was an extra burden of
$30.00 on every family in Newfound-
land and before giving their consent
to such a hardship he advised them
to thoroughly consider what they

were doing. As to the report of Sir
Gecrge ‘Bury, Mr. Sullivan said that

there was nothing in it that was not
already known and  certainly not

worthS'IBOOhehadbeenp&ldtorlt ‘
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