
Fashionwhich lived in the park and flew about 
the house at night 

Mr. Chalfont took off his coat as 
usual, got into his uncomfortable 
chair, and, with his blackened clay in 
bis lips, began to work at his papers. 
He was Immersed deeply in them, 
when suddenly he heard a tap at the 
window—a window with doors open
ing to the ground. He gave no atten
tion to it; it was repeated twice, 
thrice; then, thinking that some bird, 
probably wounded, 1yd flc\wn against 
the window, he rose, drew back the 
curtain, and opened the window. A 
man stood outside, so near, that Mr. 
Chalfont instinctively drew back; 
the man entered and, stepping into 
the light cast by the lamp, stood and 
looked at Chalfont Chalfont return
ed the gaze confusedly for a moment; 
then he fell back and reaching wild
ly for his chair, sank into it and ut
tered the cry which Jack had heard.
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Jack wps silent for a moment or 
two, as he attempted to master the 
significance of the simply uttered an
nouncement; then, very much'flushed, 
end .with a natui'al thumping of the 
heart, he said, in a low voice which 
he endeavoured to keep steady:

"That's—that's a very extraordinary 
thing to do, sir. I mean—haven’t you 
any relations, any one near to 
you-----?"

“I told you before—no. I’ve no one 
In the wide world but you.”

“No one~at all with any claim on 
you?” said Jack with surprise, scarce
ly knowing what he was saying in the 
tumult of his feelings; for though no 
one could accuse Jack Chalfonte of 
being mercenary, the prospect of an 
Immense fortune, dropping, as it 
were, from the heavens, excited even 
him. But he was a Just young roan, 
though by no means perfect; and he 
felt constrained to repeat, “Is there 

claim on yon,
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Jack rope, lit his beloved briar, and 
puffed at it furiously tor a full min
ute; then he said, a trifle hoarsely:

“Look here, sir; of course, I'm 
grateful to you; but I’m so staggered 
that I don’t properly realise what it 
meay; and yet I ought to; for, like 
you, I've been poor and wanted mon
ey. lid Just about thirty bob when I 
called on you that morning at Copt- 
hall Buildings; but I don’t want you 
to do anything without thinking it 
wall over."

“I never do anything suddenly; I 
never do anything without thinking it 

Chalfont “I’ve
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CHAPTER V. ’Phone, No. 4 ■THE two men continued to regard 
each other In silence; Chalfont halt- 
collapsed in his chair, clutching the 
arms so tightly that the veins on his 
hands stood out thickly; there were 
drops of sweat on his brow, and in his 
eyes that look which comes Into 
those of a hunted animal when the 
dread thing from which it has been 
flying has overtaken it at last and 
brought death with it 

Strangely enough, in the eyes of the 
man who stood regarding him there 
was neither the Are of malignant pas
sion nor overwhelming triumph; In
deed, there was something, not only in 
the expression of Norton’s face, hut in 
his attitude, which was almost pa
gan in its calmness and immobility; 
It seemed as if he had been looking 
forward to this hour for so long, had 
been visualising it so vividly in his 
imagination, that now the actual mo
ment had come it» qiquancy was dull- 

He looked

“I’m not saying that I won't do It yet 
It all depends."

"On what?" demanded Chalfont, 
curtly and hoarsely.

With every moment he was re
gaining eometbing of his composure, 
the business man’s mentality was be
ginning to assert itself. He saw that 
hie deadly toe was prematurely aged, 
feeble of frame, and, but for hie aw
ful knowledge of the past, nothing so 
very terrible.

"See here, Norton, you and I aren't 
strangers; we know and understand 
each other. You know I’m not a man
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well over," returned 
been thinking of it for the last week; 
and let me tell you a week's-a long 
time for me to think over anything. 
In. feet, I made up my mind three 
days ago. Horton has drawn out the 
will; it’s in the safe here; it only 
wants signing. I'd sign It to-night if 
the servants hadn’t zone to bed. I’ll

no one who has any 
itrr

His question seemed to effect Mr. 
Chalfont strangely; he took the pipe 
from his mouth, hip face grew red. the 
eyes which he bent on Jack were al
most fierce.

“What do you mean by that?” h» 
'What do you mean by

Bohemians are 
Italian I

Russia, in a fine emotional moment, 
produced a Battalion of Death—wo
men soldiers with poison phials in 
their blouses, sworn never to surren
der. Bohemia, the enslaved and 
tjpwn-trodden, the mere historical 
agmnant of a nation, has produced 
^S; first Division of Death.

It has been known for some time 
ïliat there were about 20,000 Czecho
slovak troops in a single group with 
the Italian army—first in training 
near Perugia and later at the battle 
front itself. It is not commonly 
known, however, that these soldiers 
will never be used on the defensive 
except in the last extremity, and are 
being held by the high Italian com
mand to be flung across No lean's 
Land when Italy strikes her next 
great blow.

The reason for this is simple. These 
men will be hanged if they are cap
tured by the Austrians. Four hun- 
red and seventy Czecho-Slovaks 
since the war started have been hang
ed in Trieste alone—over one per, 
cent, of the population—for offensesr 
much more venial in Austrian eyes

demanded.
•claim’ on me?"

“I meant, Is there no old friend?” 
answered Jack, surprised by his pa
tron’s sudden show of anger. "Nearly 
every man of your age haa some 
♦•lend, it not relation however dis
ant"

“I’ve no friend,” said Mr. Chalfont, 
#8 face clearing; "I've plenty of peo
ple who hang about me for what they 
can get in money or tipi; and I've no 
relations that I know of. I've no one 
but you, Jack," he eaid, with a kind 
of rough, reluctant sentiment. “You 
sav that, it I adopt you, in a regular, 
legal way, they wouldn’t give yon my 
title If I got one; but I can give you 
this money. Hold on; It’s not a mere 
wfijrn, and because I've taken a fancy 
to you. Here, let me explain! I’m 
giving it to you because I'm fond of 
you; I cottoned to you the moment I 
saw you; but it’s not because of that 
only; it’s because, first of all, you 
know what to do with the money— 
which I don’t.”

Jack listened In a kind of stupor.
“You’re a swell, one of the right 

sort; a Chalfonte with the ‘e.’H He 
smiled grimly. “You’ll be able to
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at ab

ed by oft anticipation, 
down at the man In the chair almost 
aa the executioner might regard the 
victim kneeling at the block, as it he, 
the executioner, were but the agent of 
Justice and had no personal feeling i* 
the matter in hand.

At last Chalfont found his voice, oF 
the semblance of a voice. “Norton ” 
his lips formed rather than pronoun
ced.
~ "Yes, it’s me,” eaid the other old 
man, the avenger, and his voice was 
as passionless aa his face; in fact, it 
was rather a weary and dragging 
voice. "I've been looking for you a 
long time, Bradshaw. I saw you com
ing out of the swell hotel the other 

rnight I knew I should find you soon
er or later; I didn’t believe In that 
newspaper story of your death, it was 
the kind of blind you’d put up, natur
ally enough, and It didn’t take me in. 
Somehow, I felt as you was alive and 
that the day *ud come when you and 
I would reckon up our accounts.”

When he had finished this state
ment, made with a curious kind of 
simplicity, as if it were a pronounce
ment of fate, he sank into a chair and, 
leaning forward slightly, with his 
hands jon his knees—a trick of Mr. 
Chalfont’s: the two men were strange
ly alike in voice and manner and 
bearing—he watched Chalfont’s face, 
which had settled now into a kind of 
livid greyness. Chalfont rose, me-

'Let's come to business. What do 
Of coursfl, you mean th t: inatyou want? 

blackmail?"
"I dunno," 

a hollow cough. "That's what I’ve 
meant for many a year past, but if It 
was myself only that was concerned, 
I dunno that I shouldn’t refuse to 
touch a penny of your money. I've 
been watching you through the chink 
of the curtain, and while I was a- 
dolng it, it seemed to me that the 
worst punishment I could land you 
would he to let you/go on as you've 
been doing—waiting, waiting, for me 
to pounce on you. I've been watching 
vnur face. Bradshaw, and it ever a

patted It; then he toot and threw 
hack hie shoulders.

“That’s off my chest anyhow," be 
said, with a short laugh. .“Now we 
can go on all straight. I’ll sign that 
will to-morrow, first thing. Time for 
bed, eh. Jack? Hare to be at the of
fice early.to-morrow; why, it’s to
morrow already."

They went upstairs together; at 
Jack’s door Mr. Chalfont put out his 
hand and gripped Jack's, and the two 
men parted without another word.

Most men In Jack’s situation would 
have lain awake that night; but he 
slept soundly. At breakfast the two 
men met as if the momentous con-

me
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of the advancing forces. Therefore 
the Czecho-Slovak division will be

about here; ruffle it with the beet of 
them. Yes; you’re the sort of man 
that ought to have a fin* place like 
this and plenty of money to keep it 
going. You can go into Parleyment, 
get a baronetcy, a peerage; you’d 
make a good lord. You shall have 
your chance. I'm going to leave 
every penny, every stick and stone, to 
you, Jack; and all I ask is that while 
I’m alive you shall try and think
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15 HOURS A DAY It may he forgiven him. Mr. Chalfont 

returned Just In time to drees for din
ner, and Jack noticed that he looked 
rather tired and haggard.

"Had a hard day, sir 7" he adked.
," repUed Mr. Chalfont "East 
but I think I've broken the 
t; it’s a Mg thing. You’ll be 

a rich man,” he added, with a grim
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placement with backache and dragging
down pains so 

! badly that st times 
ll could not been 
my feet and it did 
not seem as though 
II could stand It I 
tried different

ROBERT TEMPLETONJack winced. “You'll be, you mean.

Colu"Same thing," returned Chalfont 
laconical iy.

After dinner—a meal which Jack 
weda Cheerful with an account of Ms 
day's doings; in which Chalfont show
ed a genuine Interest—Chalfont went 
off to Me den with some papers; and 
Jack went sp to his room, which was 
just shove the den, to change his 
cost and. If the truth muet he told, 
to smoke and think over his proe-
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