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m LETTERS DUE D E.P.O. il UUT,1 piece of toast with his claw-like 
Rogers; his eye fixed above his com
panion's head most of the time, as 
if he were lost in thought ; and Sidney 
was of course silent.

But presently, as if he had awaken
ed to a sense of the young man’s 
presence, the earl raised himself and 
leant "forward.

* I trust you are not too greatly 
bored, that you find the change of air 
and scene somewhat amusing,’ he 
said in his thin, metallic voice, which 
chilled Sidney, as it had done when 
first he had heard it.

‘ Oh, no, my lord,’ he faltered. ‘ I 
have enjoyed it very much. I have 
been very happy : of course, it’s a 
great change for me.’

* One is easily made happy at your 
age,’ said the earl, with a little, weary 
gesture. ‘I hope you have every
thing you require, and find some
thing to help you pass the time? I 
live and have live for some years past 
in absolute seclusion, so that I can
not introduce you to any friends or 
companions. I fear you may miss 
those of your—past life.’

4 Oh, no, my loid,’ said Sidney, 
with a quick breath. 4 1 — I have of 
course done with that, with them.’

The earl eyed him curiously, with a 
sardonic gleam in the glowing eyes.

‘ Ah,’ he murmured. ‘So soon?’
The comment, the cynical smile 

made Sidney uneasy. It occurred to 
him that doubtless the earl had heard 
of his friendship with the Rashleighs, 
and it would be wise if he spoke of 
it, of his own accord.

41—have made some friends here, 
my lord,’ he said, as Yates and the 
other servants left the room. • Mr. 
Oldham introduced me to Sir Edward 
and—and I have dined there, and 
visited them once or twice.’

The earl nodded.
4 Yes? Sir Edward Rashleigh and 

I are not on friendly terms : but that 
need not interfere with your acquaint
ance with them. He is a gambler and 
he drinks, I believe ; he has dissipat-
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late Bell Island There was silence after that signifi
cant murmur, then he said :

4 You said you had done with the 
past. May I ask,if I nny ask,whether 
there is any person of the other sex 
for whom, let us say, you have tender 
memories, and who might prove a 
link with that past? I am aware that 
I am exceedingly intrusive in putting 
sucb a question, and I shall be neith
er surprised nor offended if you de
cline to answer me, as you have 
every right to do.’

Much embarrassed by the cold,
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solemn accents; but, no doubt, with 
a feeling of amazement and derision 
for the resplendent and dazzling figure.

Sidney’s heart sank. He had for
gotten his first and only.interview with 

j the earl, and the thought of sitting 
with the terrible old man through the 

! course of a long dinner awakened 
! qualms of misgiving.

Presently he heard footsteps on the 
I stairs and in the hall, and the earl 
j appeared leaning on Goodley’s arm. 
i The old nobleman was in evening- 
dress, needless to say of the plainest 
and severest of fashions, the great 
seals at his fob its only ornament ; and 
Sidney, as he raised his eyes nervous
ly to the stately figure felt that sorae-
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cynical courtesy, Sidney Bassington 
shook his head. As a matter of fact, 
there was no such person ; his flirta
tions had been confined to barmaids 
and similar persons, and were not 
serious.

4 No, my lord, no one whatever,’ 
he replied. 4 You have every right 
to ask me, and I should not presume 
to be offended.’

The reply and the manner of it 
seemed to please the old man.

4 You surprise me,’ he said, 4 and 
at the same time afford me much 
satisfaction. You and I sir, have to 
look forward : the future has terrors 
which fill our present with responsi
bilities. It was quite on the cards 
that you should have formed a con
nection with some young person
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rpr\UT it seem‘that was all he could
LU d o with h i s newly acquired
Pj] wealth. He knew » no one in 

London, excepting the persons 
who figured in his past life and whom 
he now regarded with contempt ; he 
was not as yet a member of any club, 
and no one seemed to know, or care, 
that he was a Bassington, the Bassing- 
tou, the heir to the earldom of Star- 
borough ; a fact which he would have 
liked to have announced from the top 
of St. Paul’s.

He was glad to get back to Star- 
borough, where the porter and station- 
master received him with respect and 
obsequious attention, with the great 
chariot and the stately servants wait 
ing for him, and with the village peo
ple touching their hats and curtseying 
as he drove by.

He dressed for dinner that night in 
some of his new splendour, in the new 
evening-suit with the black satin lin
ing ; and wore the heavy watch-chain 
with the massive links, the diamond . 
and emerald ring, and the brilliant I 
stud. As he was admiring his get-up 
and the glitter of his brand - new 
jewellery, in one of the glasses, when 
Yates entered the drawing-room.

4 His lordship dines with you to
night, sir,’ he said in lesptctful and
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hand and shrugged h i s shoulders 
slightly.

41 did not ask with the object of 
blaming you, if you had possessed the 
tastés, but merely to remark that you 
would have plenty of opportunity of 
indulging them in th t gentleman’s 
society. Miss Rash’.cigh promised to 
be beautiful—’

4 She is, my lord, very beautiful !’
The earl was not accustomed to 

being interrupted, and his glittering 
eyes narrowed to a frown.

4 Hem !’ he mused, his keen glance 
on the young man’s downcast face.
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how all his own splendour of orna
ment and dress was wrong.

Something that might have been a 
smile crossed the intense whiteness 
of the old man’s face as he looked at 
his heir, and held out a thin, emaciat
ed hand.

• I am glad to see you, and express 
| my regret that my state of health has 
not prmitted me to bear you company. 
You are looking well.’

The young man murmured a suit
able response, and Yates, at that mo
ment announced dinner, he had suffi
cient presence of mind to offer the 
earl his arm.

41 thank you, I thank you !’ said 
the old man with a bow, as he took 
it.

He took his place at the head of 
the table, and Sidney faced him at the 
other end. The earl passed all the 
dishes excepting a kind of stewed 
chicken, and leant back in hik 

high oak chair with its emblazoned 
crest and coronet, crumbling a

presented me with a future Countess 
of Starborough drawn from, shall we 
say,the music-halls or a drapers shop ?’

The cynical indifference, the sar
donic smile, made Sidney’s face 
burn

4 As it is, you are you tell me, free. 
If I may venture to advise you, I 
would say : remain so, or, if you bart
er your freedom, do so with the re
flection that the person to whom you 
resign it will probably be called upon 
to share the somewhat exalted posi
tion of a British peer. Do [ guess 
rightly that you admire Miss Rash- 
leigh ?’

4 I do very much, my lord,’ said 
Sidney.

1 Ah ! The Rashleighs are an old 
family ; their poverty would not mat
ter if’—he paused, but the young 
man knew that the conclusion of the 
sentence would have been—‘ if I left 
you my money.’

(To be continued.)
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