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SOME RESULTS OF THE SESSION.

The end of the present session of
the House of Commons is now in
sight. The estimates are going through
en bloc, and u/g.'runt deal of very im-
portant legislation has already been
passed, while a number of bills will
vet be put through their final read
ing. The work of the session is a
splendid testimony to the Government
of the doy. The Civil Service Reform
3ill, the mew Land Act, the enlarg-
ing of the Railway Commission, both
as to powers and numbers, the Annu-
ities ‘Act, the endorsation of the All-
Red Route, the amendments to the
Election Act, the appropriations for
the Hudson’s Bay Railway, the en-
largment of the boundaries of Mani-
toba, are a few of the Jachievements
of the Government during the session,
and they show that the present ad-
ministration is giving its best service
to the perfecting: of Canadian laws
and the enactment of progressive leg-
islation that will make for the devel-
opment and prpgress of Canada.

What has the Opposition on record
as a result of its efforts during the
It is a barren record indeed.
Theéy began the seéssion with a search
for scandals. They probed, misrepre-
sented and distorted facts, and mad.
every possible effort to discover o1
manufacture something that would
compare favbfably with the disgrace-
ful performances prior to 1896, but
their efforts have proved vain,

They talkeéd about timber scandals
and the only thing they were ever able
to prove was that evefy timber berth
sold “by the Liberal Government, was

session?

eold to the highest bidder. They thought
they had a red herring across thi
trail in the fishery leases, which they
claimed were exclusive, and whi it
was shown were not exclusive, that in
fact the Government had refused t«
consider exclusive leases. They made
much over the report of the Civil Ser
vice Commission, which exposed th«
incapacity of many old Tory officials,

et o Rl ks 1o GorereP BT

ment adopted the reeommendations of
this Commission to take the civil ser
viée out of politics,
it in an act of Parliament. Two Civi

and incorporated

Bervice Commissions had been ap
peinted by the old Conservative Gov
ernment, but their reports were not
acted upon, in fact they were not in
tended to be taken seriously when ap
pointed, and they had hoped the Lib
erals might do as they had done them
eelves.
The only real work of the Opposi
tion during the seseion can be sum
med up im the one. word ‘‘obstruc
tion.” For days and nights they lu-
bered hard to’'delay the work of Par-
liament. They talked against time.
angd adopted all the tactics known t«
Union Trust Foster to hinder the busi-
ness of the country. Whether the:
wanted to force the Govermment int
passing a closure act, or whether they
wanted Parliament to wind up with-
out the Land Act and ether important
bills ;being passed, it is difficult t
say, but one thing they did- accom-
plish was to waste a few hundred
thousaud dollars pof the people’s mon
ey in_ useless obstruction of
That is the record of the
Opposition. during the session, and il

publi
busine

is likely to be their record as long as
Mr. Borden is dominated by Geo, E.
Foster, Geo. W, Fowler and peliticians
of their ilk.

DIDN'T KNOW A COMBINE.

It is &lmost amusing how innocent
of any desite to raise the price of au
article all trusts® claim to be wher
they are caught holding up the people
A 'cuixpln bf woeks ago the member:
of the wrapping paper trust were fin-
ed -$2,000 caeh- by a New York judge
for_unlawinlly organizing a combine
The trust lawyer put up the plea that
these men had really no thought of
violating the¢ law, and the price of pa-
per had not been increased by their
orgamizdtion: “His argument is report
ed by the New York Journal of Com-
merce as follows:

“The lawyer said that all the eom-
panies composing the association
were small, that for some time prior
to the organizgtion of the association
their business had not been paying
well,/that the asgociation was organ-
ized 10 save them from threatened
bankruptey, and that their organiza-
tion had not been the cause of the
rise of price of wrapping paper. He
added that the whole. twenty-five
corporations controlled only 23 per
cent. of the output of wrapping.pa-
per in this eountry. 'None of the
companies, he ‘declared, had any
theught of violating the law, and

that in going into the organization
as they did they ‘were ill-advised,
and that as’ soon as they understood
that it was'ift ‘violation of the Sher-
man Act all withdrew from it and it
was dissolved,”

This view of the case does not ap-
peal, however, to some other people
who have investigated the matter. The
chairman of the Investigating Com
mittee of the American Newspaper
Publishers’ Association, Mr., John Norp
ris, has been giving combines some
attention, as his committee has been
appointed to leok into the price of
news print, and his aopinion of the
profits of this wrapper paper trust is
expressed in the following statement:

“In September, 1906, twenty-five
fibre and manila mills formed the
Manila and ° Fibre Association, of
which John “H. Parks was made
manager. Immediately after the
formation of the Association the pro-
duction  of paper dropped from
64,000 to 50,000 tons a gquagter, and
the price of paper was advanced $5
a ton. Other advances followed un-
til the price had been raised $16 a
ton. The admitted profit of the pool
vas $1,600,000 annually. . . .

“John H. Parks, the manager of
The Manila and Fibre Asseociation,
alsc ran four other pools or ‘price
associations,” as he called them.
From ‘these he drew an income of
$150,000 annually,”

The New York

some remarks to make anent this

Commergial alzo

trust,” and discussed combines of this
kind in a pretly candid fashion. Th
Commercial says:

“Officers of the various concerns
involved are reported to have pro-
jected - the explanation or apology
that they ‘had no idea’ that their
‘combine’ was violating the law!
“It passes understanding “how any
intelligent man involved in the com
bination could put up such a plea
and expect anybody to believe the
allegation—because for years past
nothing has had more publicity and
di®cussion given to it than this mat-
ter of the ‘trusts’ and pools’ and
‘combiMes’ and the sort of transac-
tions that make them unlawful, But
even if it be assumed that all these
men were ignerant at the outset of
the character of the ‘deal” in which
they were engaging,-it is a matter
of record that on October 12th, 1906
—not long after this ‘trust’ had per-
fected its organization and gotten
into working order—its organize
sent a communication to all con
cerned. in the course of which * he
said :

* ‘Without your Association you
would, in an “‘open market,” un-
doubtedly be now selling your out-
puts at prices as much below your
present selling prices as is repre-
sented by your “‘pool taxes” contri-
butions—if not more. Therefore, it
is equally clear that all the money
you now obtain by your sales above
your “cost schedule values” is the
property of the Association., Why?

cause all you get above your “*cost

" % ally” ‘ereated
You by means our co-opera-
tive pool agreement. =

““The expenses of the pool are not
paid by its members. The expense:
of the pool are paid by the public
The said expenses are paid out of
the excess price obtained above your
cost schedule which the pool re-
quires the public to contribute.

“Barring old orders, it is not what
you pay in, but what you® get oul
of, your pool that determines 1its
value to you respectively.”*

“Perhaps the members didn’t read
the letter of their organizer any too
carefully, being perfectly content tc
pull ih the $1,000,000 a year extra
profits in the aggregate that this ar
rangement was bringing them. Dut
if any one of them did read the let-
ter, he must to-day confess himself
a fool if he didn’t understand its
meaning and that he was violating
the law. .

““The public was not a bit surpris
ed to learnt that the fines were paid
promptly by the attorney for these
law-breakers ,along with the an-
nouncement that their ‘trust’ had
been dissolved.

“The least said the soonest mend-
ed.” Small wonder that these twen
ty-four = eoncerns- want to  regard
their late ‘combine’ as a closed in-

41

cident

THE ELECTION ACT.

In the discussion of the Election
Bill it now develops that clause 17.
which was objected to by Mr. Borden,
and which has formed a text for Tory
speakers and newspapers in Alberta,
i« practically identical with a clause
in Mr. Aleorn’s bill, which has receiv-
ed the endorsation of the entire Oppo-
sition,

This is the clause that provides that
a voters’ ‘ballot shall not be invalidat-
ed if any marks should appear upon
it- besides the initials of the deputy
returning officer. This was denounc-
ed as a provision that would destroy
the secrecy wi the ballot, and was
classed as an oantrage by the Tory
press. In fact this was the clause hf‘-1
hind - which they took refuge when
they discovered that all real cause for
objection to clause I. had been remov-y
ed, It ig rather hard luck toat-aiter
working their indignation up to ex<
pressions in ‘the superlative degree,
the Tory campaigners should digcover
that the draft bill of the Conservative
mémber, Mr, Aleorn, should provide
this very measure of protection for
the voter whieh : they had been de-
nouncing. This is one of the natural
results of factious epposition that
denounces everything proposed by the
Government regardless of its merits
or the logie of the case, but simply
in the hope that-in wholesale fault-
finding there will be sorhe party gain.

It ix worth while calling attention

BT e res e

B —

{Fo the fact that the proposal rospéct-
ing Clause I. of the Election Act now
accepted by Mr. Borden and his fol-
lowers is the proposal made carly in
May, and. that since ‘then some two
months .of time and thousands of dol-
lars of public money has been wasted
in useless o‘mtruction by the Opposi-
tion. 8o ashamed have they become,
at times, of their tactics that members
of the party have declared with a good
deal of heart that they were not ob-
structing, ‘but Chief Whip Taylor and
Mr. Armstrong, of Lambton, were can-

killing time. The order to obstruct
had evidently gone forth from Mr,
Union Trust Foster, and when Foster
speaks the Tory party and press must
obey,

TREE PLANTING ON THE PRA!RIE

The Department of the Interior be-/
gan to distribute trees for shelter pur-
poses free to the farmers in the west-
ern prairie provinees in 1901, and up
to the year 1908, 11,181,825 trecs have
been distrubted to 7,148 applicants. A
nursery station has been established
at Thdian Head, S skatchewan, to
grow the necessary supply of trees.
Six qualified inspectors are constant-

did enough to admit that they were 'h'vus
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!advicc or consent of the Department,

but it is° undersiood that the wood
and other products or the-said plan-
tations or shelter-belt shall belong to
the owner of the property. Tt is, how-
ever, provided that the Department
shall have the right to take the cut-
tings and the seedling trees that may
be' growing upon the plantation, and
the tree secds, when these -are not re-
quired by the owner to extend his own
plantation. 1t is aldo provided that
the applicant shall pl‘f)‘]’)(‘l'l_\‘ prepare
the soil ,and plant and care for the
after planting in
with the directions of the agent of
the Department. This will incldde
his providing protection against aki-
mals by fencing or

accordauce

otherwise, and
against fire_ by firc guards or other
effective mehns.

It will be_ observed that this system
is distinetly co-operative in character.
The Departmeni furnishes officers to
give expert advice and to see to the
carrying out of the ternis of the agrec-
ment, and in addition to this assists
the owner of land by supplying him
with seeds, cuttings or young trees;
while on the other hand, the owner is
requiréd. permanently to set apart a
small portion of his land for tree

ly employed during the summer in in- |
specting the plantations set out on
the farms and in giving advice and |
information to the farmers, More |
than eighty per cent, of the trees set
wt are living and are growing vigor- |
ously,

The necesisty for Government en- |
souragement in tree planting on the |
prairies  has always been admitted— 1
derived from sn(‘h;
work benefitting not only the indivi- |
lual, but indirectly the country as a
In the reports of the Super-
intendent of Forestry—Mr. E. Stewart
~for 1899 and 1900, the matter is re-
ferred to at some length, Mr. Stewart

the "advantages

\\'IIU‘H'.

having made a special study of wesi-
srn conditions in order to recommend
in what manner public money might
be expended on this work to give the
best results. The following extract is
takeh from the report of 1899:

“Two systems present themselves,
one is for the Government of the Do- |
ninion of Canada, or of the Tv]‘ritn:'—l
es, to undertake the work in )-HYII":
such way as some of the railway com- |
nanies and large land companies have
lone across the. line. The second 1s

|
|
|
i

or the Government to encourage- th
nhabitani{s of the country to llll'll'l'-|
take the work for themselves, by fui- |
aishing them with information on thr‘i
subject, 4nd also with seed, cuttings, |
ind young trees of desirable varieties {
whieh they.may be unable to get fram
iny bluffs of timber within reach'of
their locations. The latter would seem !
the more effectual way, and as it can |

be eusily demonstrated that no more |
yrofitable work than this can be un- |
lertaken by the prairie farmer, add- |
ng as it does to the productiveness
f his land and at the same time ren-
lering his home more attractive and
pleasant, it can scarcely be doubted
that once these facts are brought |
home to him he will not be glow to.co- |
operate with the Government in this
respect,”

Nearly every country of Furope: ha:
‘ong given special attention to forest-
ty matters, and even Russia with its
vast territory has in recent years in-
wugurated a system of afforestation.
In North America, both the United
States and Canada have been decid-
«ly slow in moving in this matter.
The United States, however, are now
alive to the necesgity of giving greater
wttention to the subject, and within
the past year the Federal Government
it Washington has trebled its appro-
priation for the eneouragement of for-
stry, and ha$ raised the office to a
bureau, and one of the prinecipal fea-
tures of its work is the encouragement
f tree growth on the homesteads of
the prairie settlers,
desires to take
advantage of this
plan of

The settler wpo
co-operative
tree planting is requested
to make application to the superin-
tendent of forestry at Ottawa, and up-
on receipt of his application an in-
spector’ of the Forestry Department
will be instructed to visit and exam-
ine the land, and if he is satisfied that
trees can be sueccessiully grown there-
on he will see to the execution by the
applicant: of a certain form of agree-
ment which has been authorized by
the Department, setting forth the con-
litions on which the Government pro-
poses . to” assist “in this work, * The
agent avill also cetfer with the appli-
cant while on the ground and arrange
for the location of the said forest plan-
tation or “shelter-belt, advising the
applicant s to the preparation of the
soil, the varieties,af trees to be grown,
proper system of planting and other
details,” When necessary he will pre-
pare a plan or sketch for the use of
the applicant, ghowing how the trees
are to be planted:

By the agreement the applicant con-
tracts to set apart and cultivate a cer-
tain area of land for a permanent for-
est plantation or shelter-belt #nd
agrees that the trees to- be grown
théreon shall not at any time in the

growth, and to do all the aetual work

{of preparation and cultivation oi the

land so set apart, to plant the seed,
trees or cuttings and to take proper

Ic;:re of the young growth after plant-

ing, according to the directions of the
said inspector of the Department.
Many of
districts of Alberta would do well to
The idea is not
ta furnish trees for ormamental pur-

the farmers in the prairie
take this matter up.
poses only, but to be used as a wind-

break, shelter-belt or forest plantation
for raising fuel and fencing material,

THE PROFESSIONAL POLITICIAN
AS A LEADER.

The leader of the Canadian Opposi-
tion is a professional politician. He
is such of necessity, regardless of his
personal views,
them.

or even in spite of
The condition attaches to the
office, and is altogether independent
He is
paid a salary to be leader, and to be
nothing else than leader., His salary
is that paid to a cabinet minister, He
is expected therefore to devole his

of who may be the incumbent.

time, his talents and his enefgy as
exclusively to the business of oppos-
ing as a Minister is required to deyote
them to the management of his de-
partment. The obligation is placed
upon him by the irresistible logic of
the position, and ean be avoided by
no process of reasoning. His party
expects him -to {ulfil that obligation
and wouldinot toleskte an atteript to
shirk it. He is supposed to have no
business save the business of politics.
He is paid to haye no business but
this. His party demand that all his
tvime and effort be concentrated in the

| purpose of, advaneing their poliiieal

Their demand is justified
by the iunshakabl¢ logic of the anal-

interests,

ogy by whieh he¢ jpeceives his salary.
He is_paid to be g politician by pro-
fession. There could be no moral jus-
tification for refusing the condition
on which the salary .is paid. Nor

would the leader long be leatler who
i

ignored the party’s demand that he
line up to the-condition.

To this proiessional status of Mr.
Borden we owe in large degree the
interminable lengths to which sessions
are being protracted. Nothing so ef-
fectually paralyzes administration as
a long session of Parliament. Noman
can spend !'L-n Rhours per day in the
House of Commons and efficiently ad-
minister a department at the same
time, Of necessity business must ac-
cumulate during the session, and be
overtaken in the recess, The longer
the session the more the business so
accumulating and the shorter the re-
cess in which to overtake it, The
business of the Opposition leader be-
ing to paralyze administration in the
hope of discrediting the Government
nothing comes readier to his purpose
than the protraction of sessions. Cir-
cumstances enable - the Opposition
leader to do this practically at plea-
sure. The rules of the House put no
They

allow discussion to be started any

limit on the length of debates.

day on any subject and kept up until
physical exhaustion compels a sus-
pension. - They permit a subject to be
brought up under various pretexts and
in various ways a dozen times during
a session, Nor do they place a bar
to the repetition.on each oceasion of
everything said in every previous de-
bate. If regulations were desired to
permit a handful of men to prevent
Yarliament discharging business, it is
doubtiful if anything to further the
purpose could be added to the alleged
rules under which the House is now
obli'g:cd to perform its functions,
During the present session Mr. Bor-
den has utilized to the full the block-
ading opportunities which the laxijty
of the rules opens to 'him. He has
been enabled to do so with the assis-
tance of a comparatively small group
of followers from the Province of On-
tario, to whom a long session does
not méan the ruin of private business

future be cut off or removed 8o as to
injure the plantation, except with the

N

These gentlemen represent constitu-
) €ncies within a few hours run of Ot-

tawa. The House does not ordinarily

'sit on Suturday’s, and they are thus
enabled to go home Friday evening,
attend to private business on Satur-
day and return on Monday—or more
frequently on Tuesday. By this
means and by taking an oceasion:l
week off these geptlemen are able to
second their leader in a blockade of
weeks or months, and to drag out the
session by general procrastinaztion,
sequences, Thus with the active as-
sistance of a small eoterie of mem-
bers favorably eircumstanced a pro-
fessional politieal leader has been
able to stop the business of the coun-
try and hold the members from dis-
tant constituencies here for two-
thirds of a year; to the disorganiza-
tion of administrative work and th
ruination of the businesses on which
these private members from the West
and the East depend for.the future,
To the unlimited continuation of
this there would be neccessarily only
two results. Men who have oceupa-
tions worth having or business enter-
priced worth possessing will not en-
ter public life if to do so means their
absence from their occupations or en-
terprises for two-thirds of the year.
That means that only men who had
no business and men who hungered
for the sessional allowance would
seek seats in Parliament. . Meantime
the eight. month sessions would in-
volve practically a perpetual conges-
tion of departmental business; and
continuous congestion means continu-
ous inefficieney. Such are the natural
and unnecessary outecomes of placing
the power of unlimited obstruction in
the hands of a professional politician.
Canadians—nor any other people
with a vein of business acumen—will
not stand for such
the conditions

conditions, Yet
follow if the

causes are left to operate.

must
To avoid
the conditions it has been proposed
to adopt the closure, and thus forcibly
shorten the sessions, - An alternative
would secem to be to abolish the sal-
ary of That

this would completely relieve the de-

the Opposition leader.

lay is not claimed, but it would tend
in that direction. Tt would dostroy
Mr. Borden’s immunity from the ei-
fects of obstruction and place him on
the plane of other members who have
to depend for a living on the prosccu-
tion of privite business, or the prac-
tice of a profession. Thus removed
from the clazs of professional politi-
cians, the Opposition leader would be
vt least more likely to take a reason-
ably propoitionate view of the im-
His in-
ducement to obstruct that business

portance ol public business,

in hope of party gain would be de-
stroyed, and seme measure of better-
ment would surely result,

The following paragraph from the
Journal’s report of meetings held by
the Conservative candidate through
the Sturgeon distriet, should spread
Liberal
Evidently all hope of Liberal victory
is lost. The paragraph reads:

“With. Caesar Mr. Hyndman can
say, “I came, T saw, I conquered.”
With the redoubtable J. R. Boyle,
Liberal member of the local House,
opposing him on every platiorm,
Mr. Hyndman carried each meeting
in storm and turned Liberal strong-
holds into Conservative entrench-
ments.””

How discouraging it
though, if many of these new con-
light and
should become unregenerate backslid-

lismay through the party.

would be,

verts  to understanding
ers before cleetion day and vote for
the man who has made good as the
best representative Alberfa ever had
in the House of Commons.
a result is too sad a subjeet for con-

But such

templation, while Caesar is on his

triumphant tour.

TRADE DEVELOPMENT.
manner in which
come through the finan-

The successful
Canada hi
cial ‘depression has been almost phen-
omenal., The trade returns to hand
show thut for the year ending March
31st, 1908, the total trade of Canada
amounts to $638,380,291, exceeding the
trade of the preceding year by over
$25,000,000.

lence that this country is still doing

This is pretty good evi-

business.

The growth of Canadian trade has
been remarkable. The introduction of
the British preferential tariff gave it
itz first impetus. Great Britain is the
largest importer of farm produce in
the world, and Canada is rapidly be-
coming the greatest producer of food-
stuffs in the world, so the building up
of a trade between. this and the Moth-
er Country is the certain solution of a
market for the Canadian farmer.
Some idea of the growth of Canadian
trade is obtained from the fact that
our total trade in 1895 amounted to
only $215,591,224, so that in tweive
years it has been increased ®almost
threefold, § \

The trade Canada and
Great Britain has also increased at a
phenomenal rate from $92,916,322 in'
1895. to the magnificent sum of $298.-
839,507 in 1908. These figures show
some measure jof the country’s” pro-
gress under a business administra-
tion of affairs that has seriously -un-
dertaken the commercial development

between

of the conntry. The immigration fie-

without themselves suffering the con- |

ures tell a similar story. There is
some inducement to-day. for people to
come to Canada, and the result is that
thousands of industrious farmers are
now  tilling the fertile so0il of this
country, and producing  mational
wealth from land that was a barren
wilderness in 1896, even though much
of it had for over ten 'years been
reached by a railway. The last de-
cade in Canada has truly been an era
of progress.

MR. FOSTER'S DENIALS.

Mr. Foster has been doing some de-
nying for the benefit, of his reputation,
It was up to him to do something of
the kind.

putation for som

It has been due to his re-
That - he

strong  pre-

time,
avoided it so long was
sumptive evidence that he saw noth-
ing capable of sueces:zful denial in the
criticisms* offered on his conduet of
the Union Trust. Nor does protracted
study appear to have revealed this to
him, for of the denials now offered
one repels a charge no one has made,
and the other flatly contradiets the
evidence the

honorable gentleman

hin¥self gave before the Insurance
Commission.

Mr. Foster declares he never bought
any land from the C.P.R. Probably
not. At least there is nothing in the
Commission’s report to show or sug-
gest that he did. Nor has it been re-
presented to the country that he did
so. He did become interested in
C.P.R. lands.,but he did mnot buy
them from the C.P.R. He secured
them from the Pope-Fowler-Bennett-
Lefurgey quartette, who secured them
from the C.P.R. Mr. Foster belonged
to the second group of beneficiaries.
He came in where the " Pope-Fowler
combination left off and

grace of the remarkably accommodat-

came in by

ing disposition of the Trust Company,
of which he was manager. But that
Mr. Foster benefitted in the second
shuffle does not say that he was not a
party to the first deal. Viewed in re-
trospect there is indeed much to sug-
gest that the end was foreseen and
fore-planned from the beginning; that
Mr. Foster and his confreres

that Mr. Fowler and his asso

knew

were to secure the land 4rom the Com-
pany; that the latter gentlemen
bought the land in the expectation
and for the purpose of turning it over
to Mr. Foster and his friends. Unless
miracles -are to be admitted il the
form of coincidences, the successive
shuffles by which the Fowler group
and the Foster.group each reaped,a
golden harvest from the- Union Trust
funds was cut and dried pregramme,
carefully pre-arranged and worked out
strictly according to schedule. This
is the point Mr. Foster must deny if
he would discount the suggestion tnat
he ‘was a recipient of benefits from
the Company. It will be observed
that hé has offered no denial of this.

Again Mr. Foster declares that he
received no commissions from the
Union Trust Co.-for making purchases
of lands. "This relates presumably to
two blocks of land bought by the
in Manitoba, on each of
which transactions Mr.

Company
Foster kept
out of the purchase money an amount
equal to 25c¢ per acre. This money
he took from the funds of the Com-
pany by cheques payable to himself.
Before the Commission Mr. Foster
spoke of these

sums as “commis-

sions.” Now, he deeclares he did not
receive these “‘commissions” on  ac-
lands for the
Company. He must then have - col-

count of purchasing the

lected them for selling the lands to
If Mr. Foster prefers
this view of the case, that is his privi-

the Company.,

lege, but it makes his position worse.
To take money from the Company’s
funds. for services rendered in doing
what he was paid his salary to do
was serious enough charge. By deny-
ing it Mr. Foster proclaims that as
managger of . the . Company he took
money from their funds as reward for
selling lands to them. It is his ad-
mission that she knew the Company
he managed was being charged 25¢
per acre more for the land than the
land was costing; that he permitted
the over-charge on condition that Ythe
over-charge should go into his own
pocket. What would happen to the
manager of a grocery company who
permitted & milling firm to charge the
company 25¢ per barrel more than the
millers were to get for it, on condition
that the extra quarter went to him-
e-}? What but that which happened
to Mr. Foster when the sharcholders
of “the: Union Trust learned of his
doings? i

That the reputation of Mr, Foster
needs burnishing is
That substantial denials of the
charges made against him by the In-
surance Comission would go far to re-
establishing ‘his probity need not be
said. But if all he has to offer is tne
demnial of a charge that was not made

clear enough

) and the proclgmation that he charged

his Company for selling lands to
them, it is to be feared the furbishing
them, it is to be feared the furbishing
process will be a lengthy and unsatis-

factory job.

THE ALL-RED LINE PROPOSITION,

.Tm’t.)n,fn Globe—The Ottawa Opposi-
uon, 1 pursuance of its view tlai
should oppose everything cma
trom the government, places

record as hostilé to the establi

of an all-British route through Can
between the mother country and Au
trallia and New Zeaand. “Indecd,
went f:ll'lhvil‘ than that. By its vote o
Thursday it opposed the proposition
that negotiations should be continued
on the subject with .the sister colon-
ies. The result of these necotiat
would have to be laid before parli
ment ior its approval. Mr. Foster and
his friends, for that genfleman led
opposition on the question, could hay
then expressed themselves on definif
terms and agreeménts. They i
chosen to go on the division list a
posed even to negotiations on
matter. For fifty-years onec of th
tional aims of Canada has been
rméxiln': up of a steamship servie
tween itself and the mother couni
It must sadly be admitted tl
have constantly been behind
race. By the time we have mad
our minds to be even with ow
and implemented our resolve, w
that they ave still a lap or two

We have never acknowledged.
ever, that we are permanently
anced.

Phe all British route proposed s
bold enlargement of the original ¢
adian Auantic ferry idea. Instead o
confining attention wholly. to the At
lantie, the project which
Laurier now advocates makes C
the centre and the main highway «
trade route that will embrace cons
erably more than half of the carth.

Mr. Foster thought it sufficient to
produce from the pages of Hansard
material which seemed to show that
the men on the government b gl
have been guilty of ti i
liamentary erime, inconsi
does not need to be told that it is =
crime about which the public oufsid
of parliament does not worry mucl
If one can show that he is right now,
he will readily be forgiven for havine
beeh in the wrong in the past. The
astonishing thing was that Mr. Fost
should take so much trouble to show
the Conservative party was chiefly en-
titled to credit for whatever improve-
ment had taken place in ocean trans-
portation between this country and
the motherland as_well as on the Pa-
cific coast, and then file solemuly on
the records of parliament the state-
ment that they did not intend to go
any iarther at present.

Mr. Foster dealt at futile length with
the fact that Sir Wilfrid Laurier intro-
duced the question to ‘the ‘imperial
conference at the eleventh hour. He
is too experienced a public man not
to be well aware that nothing showcd
Sir Wilfrid Laurier’s skill as a nego-
tiator more markedly than his choics
of time for moving s resolution. - Tt
will be remembered that the British
members had been placed in a some-
what embarrassing pesition owing to
the requests for preferential treatipent
on the part of some of those from
Australia. Mr. Asquith and his col-
leagues were prepared to go great
lengths to meet the views of the over
seas possessions, but they could not «
part from the traditional Liberal
icy. Just when it seemed. that all
pariies must . separate  under alno
strained relations Sir Wilirid Lauri
introduced his all-British route reso-
lution. He introduced it at a moment
when the representatives of the moth
erland were anxious to show that ti
were ready to listen to any reasonabl
resolution, and succeeded to the ex-
tent of gaining the promise of syin
thetie co-operation from Mr.
and Mr. Lloyd-George, the
powerful onalities in B
day. Mr ter read everything from
Mr. Lloyd-George’s remarks that suit
ed his purpose, but he could not avoid
phrases, such that it was “the most
practical thing” laid before .the con
ference, which showed how skilfully
Sir Wilfrid had ehosen his time §
senting it,

or pi

Sir Wilfrid’s resolution embodiecs a
question that will not down. Mr. Sil
ton declared,in the illuminating -peech
which he contributed to the discussion
that Cavada could not perimanently boe
under obligation to its neighbors for

passenger, mail, and express traf-

That has been the feeling of the
people of Canada from the beginning.
and we do not believe they are willing
to acknowledge deicat now. We have
difficulties to surmount, it is true, but
we have also enormous ygraphical
advantages that only require courage
and steadiness to be made available.
We are developing enoimous interna
transportation machinery. We cannot
stop when we have reached the occan
and acknowledge that we are not cap-
able of handling that part of it which
largely determines where the great
tides of commerce must run.

Hamburg-American Changes Directors

Hamburg, July 17.—After being
control of the Hamburg-American lin
for a quarter of a century, Albert Balin,
director-general, is “to retire and lds
place is to be filled by 'Emil Boaz.
the company’s general mana in the
United States for ten years. Boaz will
take up a new post here in° July
Balin’s retirement has been expected
by some shipping men, because of the
strained relations boetewen Balin and
his brother directors, szid to be ‘due to
his policy in- the financial affairs of
the company. In the last two years,
the line has launched out in many
directions at great expense, and now
retrenchment is necessary.

Britain Will Keep Battleships,

Liondon, July 17,—The Daily
press states that it is in poessession of
definite information that Great Bri-
tain will purchase the three Brazilian
battleships now under construction in
England.

A Large Pay Roll,

Fernie, July 17.—July 18th--is pay
day here for the Crow’s Nest Pas
Coal Co., when $190,000 will be paid
out to the different camps This is
an increase of more than $50.000 over
last pay day.

Montreal is Growing.

Montreal, July 17—According
new directory, Montreal’s popula
has increaced 13,000 durine the last
two years. 2l
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hospital theve.
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Mr. Seed, formerly of _T.or
has purchased the hardware
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stock. Mr. Buckl now
entire time to the hrickyard.

James Holden, M.P.P., w
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W. H. Gordon, of Daysling
here on Monday. He has pur
Kennedy's business and purpo|
a large and fully assorted ste
eral merchandise.

The new bridges are now
good shape at Ulster. They
great convenience to everyong
carry. any weight from a hi
railway train. The thanks. of
munity are due to Mr. Holde
who  persistently  fought
bridges.

W. and T.
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land.
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